Numbers 1-11/ Lesson 1

Worshipping God the Proper Way

Kay Arthur-Precept Ministries
Numbers Lesson 1


Do you feel beloved, as if you are not getting any place in your journey with God? Do you feel like your stagnating and your life is just barren and a desert experience? Could it be that you are not seeking Him the proper way? This is what we want to look at as we begin our study on the book of Numbers.
Numbers Overview-What is Numbers all about? It’s about a journey to a Promised Land.    
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 God has brought them out of the land of Egypt; God has taken them and we do not know exactly where but probably down to the Sinai Peninsula. They have been at Mt Sinai (Mt of God). Now they are about to take their journey and go into the land of Israel. When God brought them out of Egypt, He could have taken them straight into this land (was called Canaan at that time) but He didn’t; instead He brings down to Mt Sinai and settles them and tells them how they are to worship Him. He gives them the tabernacle, commandments, sacrifices and offerings. We’ve seen all of this in Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus. Now we come to Numbers, which is about a journey to the land promised by God.  You are going to see a key phrase “set out” used 27 times in Numbers. So Numbers is about a journey.
Numbers is also about worship of God. The word “worship” is not found in the book yet it’s about how you worship God. What do I mean when I talk about worshipping God? It is looking at God’s worth and God’s value, seeing who He is and then ordering your life accordingly. So Numbers is about worshiping God decently and in order as in
 1Corinthians 14:40 but all things should be done decently and in order.

Numbers is a book about worship but what happens when we fail to worship Him the proper way.

Numbers is also a part of the Torah (the Law); Gentiles usually call it the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible).Although Numbers starts off very boring, everything in the first 11 chapters are foundational to the rest of the book. The Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus Numbers and Deuteronomy) is foundational to your understanding of the word of God. As a matter of fact, if you are a New Testament person and you don’t know the OT there is going to be something lacking in your understanding of what God is trying to say to us in the Epistles. 

Now if you neglect the content of this book, you neglect part of the Torah. If you neglect the Torah you have an unstable foundation.

1. Numbers is a desert book. The Jews call it Bemidbar because on their journey they spend so much time in the wilderness.  

a. What does Numbers portray? The barrenness that will come into your life when you don’t seek God the proper way, when don’t worship God as God, when you don’t follow Him joyfully and trustingly; it is a barrenness that comes from not worshiping God as God.
1. Numbers is a book of two generations

a. First generation is the tribes marked off in numbering of tribes in chapter one  
1 Lives through the book of Numbers, written after the fact by Moses.

2 Death is a key word in first 25 chapters

b. Numbers 26 is the second generation and there is a new numbering of the men there of men twenty years and up.

1 2nd generation that has the benefit of this book, so they can live by these truths.

2    After chapter 27 “death” is not mentioned at all.

There are lessons for you and I to be learned from this book that will help us live a very victorious life.

2. Numbers itself  (technically) covers 38 years.
Numbers 1 :1  The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt

They have been out of Egypt for 2 years. Numbers covers 38years. Deuteronomy wraps up that total of 40 years and then they go into the land in the book of Joshua. When you look at this you will see time phrases that are a little different.
 Numbers 7:1 In the day when Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle, and had anointed and consecrated it with all its furnishings, and had anointed and consecrated the altar with all its utensils

  You will see that he is going to talk about 2nd month and the 1 month of 2nd year.

Numbers 7:1 goes back and just precedes Numbers 1:1 by one month. Then you’re going to see the same in Numbers 9:1

 Numbers 9:1 the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt 

God wants you to know this so He is going to keep the timing straight. 
Let’s see what the first 11 chapters are all about. 
In Numbers 10:11 the cloud, the shekinah glory, is going to lift:

Numbers 10:11 In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the covenant.

 The cloud (shekinah Glory) hovers over the tabernacle, over the ark of the covenant and when the cloud moves they are to move. They begin their journey.

What does He want us to know before they begin their journey? Numbers 1 talks about the numbering of all the Jewish males 20 years and above.  When He talks about the numbering of these Jewish males, He gives us a number that blows our mind. 20 and above:   Numbers 1:46 their whole number was six hundred three thousand five hundred fifty men. That is a lot if you only count guys 20 and above. If you take the mothers and fathers it took to produce them and the sisters and the younger kids and put them all together and you have God getting ready to move about 2 million or more people. Some say that could not be, because how could you care for so many and get them over the sea.  Don’t they know who our God is? He is the One who gave us these numbers, and I am going to take Him at his word. You can believe whatever you want but my God is not too small, my God can do anything.  When they where living in Egypt in bondage for 400 years God told them before they had ever got there, He had spoken to Abraham and said “I am going to make you like the sand of the sea; your seed will multiply like the stars of the heaven.” They multiplied and then God brought them out. 
When you think of Numbers one, I want you to think of the power of God. Is anything too hard for God?  The promises of God are yeah and Amen.
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Numbers 2 God speaks to Aaron and Moses and tells them how to set up the camp.
 At the very center of the encampment of the tribes is the Tabernacle. What God is showing us is the very center of our lives must be the worship of Him.

When you think of Numbers 2 think of the encampment and the pillar of cloud in the center.
Numbers 3- an account of the sons Aaron and Levi and their duties. There are principles to be learned. There are truths in this book even in the driest of chapters because God is building a foundation.

We see each one in the tribe of Levi has his own responsibility:
Numbers 3:5 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him.

7 “They shall perform the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle.

8 “They shall also keep all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with the duties of the sons of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.

9 “You shall thus give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons; they are wholly given to him from among the sons of Israel.

Numbers 3:10 “So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be put to death.”

I want you to see that God is a holy God. He is a righteous God and there is a proper way to worship Him. When we do not worship or seek Him in the proper way there is a judgment.

So what has God done? In Numbers 1 the Levites are not going to be numbered among the people. 

 Numbers 3:14 Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying,

15 “Number the sons of Levi by their fathers’ households, by their families; every male from a month old and upward you shall number.”

16 So Moses numbered them according to the word of the Lord, just as he had been commanded.
  Levites were to be numbered from 1 month upward. The boys from the other tribes were to be numbered from 20 up because they were the ones that would go to war. But now He is raising the Levites; He is raising up the Levitical family. Aaron and Moses are Levites, but Aaron has become the priest so Aaron and his sons take the priesthood. The rest of the Levites have their separate duties.
Numbers 3:21 (The duties of the Gershonite) Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites and the family of the Shimeites; these were the families of the Gershonites.

22 Their numbered men, in the numbering of every male from a month old and upward, even their numbered men were 7,500.

23 The families of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle westward,

24 and the leader of the fathers’ households of the Gershonites was Eliasaph the son of Lael.

25 Now the duties of the sons of Gershon in the tent of meeting involved the tabernacle and the tent, its covering, and the screen for the doorway of the tent of meeting,

26 and the hangings of the court, and the screen for the doorway of the court which is around the tabernacle and the altar, and its cords, according to all the service concerning them.

Numbers 3:27 (Duties of the Kohathites) Of Kohath was the family of the Amramites and the family of the Izharites and the family of the Hebronites and the family of the Uzzielites; these were the families of the Kohathites.

28 In the numbering of every male from a month old and upward, there were 8,600, performing the duties of the sanctuary.

29 The families of the sons of Kohath were to camp on the southward side of the tabernacle,

30 and the leader of the fathers’ households of the Kohathite families was Elizaphan the son of Uzziel.

31 Now their duties involved the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, and the utensils of the sanctuary with which they minister, and the screen, and all the service concerning them;
32 and Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest was the chief of the leaders of Levi, and had the oversight of those who perform the duties of the sanctuary.

Numbers 3:33 (Duites of the Merarites) Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites and the family of the Mushites; these were the families of Merari.

34 Their numbered men in the numbering of every male from a month old and upward, were 6,200.

35 The leader of the fathers’ households of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They were to camp on the northward side of the tabernacle.

36 Now the appointed duties of the sons of Merari involved the frames of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, all its equipment, and the service concerning them,

37 and the pillars around the court with their sockets and their pegs and their cords.

Each one has their place. This is the priesthood: Aaron and Moses. These are the ones in charge of the tabernacle. As we look at them, I think about you and me and how God has called us to be a holy priesthood, a people of His own possession:
1 Peter 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

One of the key words of Numbers in 11 is “grumbling.” But because I belong to God, I am not supposed to grumble, I’m to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  I am to offer the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of my lips. As a member of the body of Jesus Christ, I have my gifts and my duties that I am to offer up.  
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
You have your good works. He puts us together as a unit to serve Him. When you look at this just remember that as they had special areas of expertise and responsibility, so you and I and the body of Christ all have different functions,
1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member, but many.

When you think of Numbers 3 remember God has a specific calling for each person, and we are not to do everybody else’s job. We’re to do what God has called us to do.

He tells them “laymen shall not come near.”
Numbers 3:10 “So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be put to death.” God has set up a specific priesthood.
 In Numbers 4 we have a census and the duties of the Kohathites, Merarites and Gershonites. One of the things you see in this chapter is that when they get ready to move the tabernacle, only Aaron and his sons where allowed to look at the ark of the covenant. They were to take down the veil and cover it over so it could not be seen.  Everything was to be covered in the tabernacle before it was to be moved. The people that were to move it where Kohathites.
Numbers 4:15 “When Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy objects and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is to set out, after that the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them, so that they will not touch the holy objects and die. These are the things in the tent of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.

Aaron and his sons are to be in there telling them what to do:
Numbers 4:19 “But do this to them that they may live and not die when they approach the most holy objects: Aaron and his sons shall go in and assign each of them to his work and to his load;

20 but they shall not go in to see the holy objects even for a moment, or they will die.”

In other words if you are going worship God, you must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. Truth is according to this book (Bible), and this is what you are learning.

There is so much spurious and distortion in worship today. People are claiming this is God. Sometimes I look at Christian TV, or I’m at a conferences or a youth meetings and I want to weep. I ask God, “What do you think of all this?” Because it has no basis in the word of God. If you don’t learn anything else today, you must learn to serve God the proper way. You must seek Him the proper way. You must discipline yourselves and get in the word of God and begin to study.
1 Chronicles 13 you will see how Numbers was violated. When you understand what Numbers says you will  have a better understanding of what happens in 1 Chronicles 13 (also recorded  in Samuel and 1 Chronicles 15.)
All the days of Saul they neglected the ark of the covenant. This was the most holy place. It represented the throne of God. Now David comes to power; he gathers his men and says, “Let’s take the ark and let’s bring it back because we didn’t honor the days of Saul.” So they transport the ark on a cart: 1 Chronicles 13:3
1 Chronicles 13:6 David and all Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the Lord who is enthroned above the cherubim, where His name is called.

7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.

8 David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all their might, even with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals and with trumpets.

9 When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, because the oxen nearly upset it.

10 The anger of the Lord burned against Uzza, so He struck him down because he put out his hand to the ark; and he died there before God.

11 Then David became angry because of the Lord’s outburst against Uzza; and he called that place Perez-uzza to this day.

12 David was afraid of God that day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of God home to me?”

13 So David did not take the ark with him to the city of David, but took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

Then David comes to his senses:
1 Chronicles 15:2 Then David said, “No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for the Lord chose them to carry the ark of God and to minister to Him forever.”

The ark was never to be on a cart. It was to be carried on poles.
1 Chronicles 15:11 Then David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel and Amminadab,

12 and said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers’ households of the Levites; consecrate yourselves both you and your relatives, that you may bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel to the place that I have prepared for it.

13 “Because you did not carry it at the first, the Lord our God made an outburst on us, for we did not seek Him according to the ordinance.”

The KJV says “We did not seek Him the proper way.”
When you don’t do things God’s way, you are not worshiping Him properly. You are doing like a Cain and you think you can come to God anyway you want; you can not come to God on your own terms. Numbers will show us that there is a proper way to worship God. Numbers will show us that we have to worship Him in Spirit and in truth.
 David got ready to move the Ark, and he did not do it the way God said, God had an outburst of anger. It was a righteous anger because they did not seek Him the proper way.

Maybe you are wandering around in a barrenness of life and the lack of sense of His pleasure, lack sense of His “well done,” the lack of the sense of hearing His voice is coming to you because you have not sought Him the proper way, because your worship is off because you don’t know the word of God.
Remember Numbers is a book about true worship. Worship is looking at God as He is, honoring God, reverencing Him, it is respecting Him, and taking Him at His word

.

When using the Inductive Bible

Chapter 5 Theme  
 The undefiled camp/ the law of jealousy

At the end of the book Numbers at a 

Glance chapter Themes
  Numbers 5:2 (God is speaking) “Command the sons of Israel that they send away from the camp every leper and everyone having a discharge and everyone who is unclean because of a dead person.

3 “You shall send away both male and female; you shall send them outside the camp so that they will not defile their camp where I dwell in their midst.”

Let’s go back to the ark of the covenant, the most sacred object. What is above the ark? It’s a cloud. It is the cloud of God’s presence. Where is the camp? All around the ark. First the Levites are around the ark and around them are the twelve tribes divided into 4 segments. Each one has a standard. In the center of that is God’s presence. So if someone is unclean, where is he going to send them?  Outside the camp so they don’t defile the camp.
Where God is presence today? Where is His camp? We are His camp.

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Everything in this camp (our body), in this temple, is to say holy to the Lord.
Numbers 5:6-7 “Speak to the sons of Israel, ‘When a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty,

7 then he shall confess his sins which he has committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his wrong and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has wronged.

 We have seen this in the book of Leviticus as He talks to us about the offerings. When we sin we are to make restitution.  What is He saying? I know you are going to sin. When you sin this is what you are to do: 

1. Confess it, name it for what it is. Bring it out in the open. Don’t gloss over it.

2. Make restitution and add 1/5 to it and if that person is not around you are to give it to the priest.

In the margin of my Bible I have written: LFL (lessons for life)
 Committing any act of sin is an act of unfaithfulness against the Lord.

If we could only see that it is not just against another person or against me but it is against the Lord. Numbers 5:6 “Speak to the sons of Israel, ‘When a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty,

When you think of Numbers 5 remember that when you commit a sin you are acting unfaithfully to the Lord and sin is against true worship.

Numbers 5:11 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

12 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and is unfaithful to him,

13 and a man has intercourse with her and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband and she is undetected, although she has defiled herself, and there is no witness against her and she has not been caught in the act,

14 if a spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife when she has defiled herself, or if a spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife when she has not defiled herself,

15 the man shall then bring his wife to the priest, and shall bring as an offering for her one-tenth of an ephah of barley meal; he shall not pour oil on it nor put frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering of memorial, a reminder of iniquity.

16 ‘Then the priest shall bring her near and have her stand before the Lord,

17 and the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel; and he shall take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water.

18 ‘The priest shall then have the woman stand before the Lord and let the hair of the woman’s head go loose, and place the grain offering of memorial in her hands, which is the grain offering of jealousy, and in the hand of the priest is to be the water of bitterness that brings a curse.

19 ‘The priest shall have her take an oath and shall say to the woman, “If no man has lain with you and if you have not gone astray into uncleanness, being under the authority of your husband, be immune to this water of bitterness that brings a curse;

20 if you, however, have gone astray, being under the authority of your husband, and if you have defiled yourself and a man other than your husband has had intercourse with you”

21 (then the priest shall have the woman swear with the oath of the curse, and the priest shall say to the woman), “the Lord make you a curse and an oath among your people by the Lord’s making your thigh waste away and your abdomen swell;

22 and this water that brings a curse shall go into your stomach, and make your abdomen swell and your thigh waste away.” And the woman shall say, “Amen. Amen.”

23 ‘The priest shall then write these curses on a scroll, and he shall wash them off into the water of bitterness.

24 ‘Then he shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that brings a curse, so that the water which brings a curse will go into her and cause bitterness.

25 ‘The priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman’s hand, and he shall wave the grain offering before the Lord and bring it to the altar;

26 and the priest shall take a handful of the grain offering as its memorial offering and offer it up in smoke on the altar, and afterward he shall make the woman drink the water.

27 ‘When he has made her drink the water, then it shall come about, if she has defiled herself and has been unfaithful to her husband, that the water which brings a curse will go into her and cause bitterness, and her abdomen will swell and her thigh will waste away, and the woman will become a curse among her people.

28 ‘But if the woman has not defiled herself and is clean, she will then be free and conceive children.

If there is infidelity in a marriage, then that infidelity is to be judged. Why? If a husband suspects his wife of being unfaithful, then he can take me to the temple. They will take the word of God (it’s in the form of a scroll) that talks about this and dip it in the water. The waters will be bitter. They will give me this water at the temple. If I am not innocent, my abdomen will swell and my thighs will waste away.
 Because she has broken a marriage covenant that is very sacred to the Lord, God hates divorce. Malachi 3 says that He hates the putting away of our husbands and wives. He doesn’t want infidelity. Isn’t it interesting that this comes right after defiling the camp.

1 Corinthians 6:15-16 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!

16 Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.”(Quotes Genesis 2.)
If the husband sees that her belly doesn’t swell and her thighs aren’t wasting away then he knows that he was wrong. When you think of the law of jealousy, that woman’s thigh is going to waste away, she is going to be sick, and who is doing this? God
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

God has not changed. You will see these principles and begin to understand them.
Numbers 6   The vow of a Nazirite is a vow of separation that takes you away for awhile. You give up drinking wine. You give up eating anything that has to do with the grape vine; a vow were you’re not to cut your hair. It is a time of separation onto the Lord.
We need times of separation to the Lord. We desperately need to come out and to have that time and hear the voice of God. 
Why did they take away anything to do with grapes? Well, when you think of grapes, wine brings pleasure, joy and sense of happiness. Wine is connected with those things such as weddings.   You’re coming away from a natural means of pleasure and joy; you’re coming over to be with the Lord. Who is the Lord? 
John 15:5 - I am the vine, you are the branches.
Who is the keeper of the vineyard? The Father. So in essence you are getting alone with the Lord.
Numbers 7 Offerings of the leader of the tribes

Numbers 7:1 Now on the day that Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it and consecrated it with all its furnishings and the altar and all its utensils; he anointed them and consecrated them also.

 Exodus 40:22 “On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.

 Exodus 40:17 Now in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.

Numbers7:2 the leaders of Israel, heads of their ancestral houses, the leaders of the tribes, who were over those who were enrolled, made offerings. 
 The leaders of the tribe were among the numbered men. Many times the leaders take up the offering, and then would only put in a token in the offering plate themselves.
 Here is an example for us. Here are the leaders bringing an offering for the work of the temple. I think we need to set an example and as I think of this I think of David in
1 Chronicles 21:22 Then David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of this threshing floor, that I may build on it an altar to the Lord; for the full price you shall give it to me, that the plague may be restrained from the people.”

23 Ornan said to David, “Take it for yourself; and let my lord the king do what is good in his sight. See, I will give the oxen for burnt offerings and the threshing sledges for wood and the wheat for the grain offering; I will give it all.”

24 But King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours for the Lord, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.”
25 So David gave Ornan 600 shekels of gold by weight for the site.

26 Then David built an altar to the Lord there and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. And he called to the Lord and He answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of burnt offering.

As a side bar: That threshing floor that he bought is the Temple Mount. Where the golden dome stands today is really where the temple belongs because it was bought by David and  that’s where Solomon erected that temple.

Numbers 8 Cleansing of the Levites. Once again God reminds us who is to approach Him? Who is to worship Him? Who is to worship Him rightly? Those that have clean hands and a pure heart. So here you find the Levites worshiping God.
Numbers 8:6 Take the Levites from among the Israelites and cleanse them. 

 “Cleanse” becomes a key word.
The Levites are all that are in that tribe that is not of the house of Aaron.

Numbers 8:19 “I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the sons of Israel, to perform the service of the sons of Israel at the tent of meeting and to make atonement on behalf of the sons of Israel, so that there will be no plague among the sons of Israel by their coming near to the sanctuary.”

In other words there is a proper way to worship God and if that proper way doesn’t happen then a plague comes.

1 Corinthians 11:29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly.

30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.

Why? Because they were not judging sin in their own lives.
Correct worship stops plagues.
Numbers 8:24“This is what applies to the Levites: from twenty-five years old and upward they shall enter to perform service in the work of the tent of meeting.

25 “But at the age of fifty years they shall retire from service in the work and not work any more.

 When they retire they cannot work but they can help their brothers, I just want to ask you when you think of retirement, are you thinking of retiring from the Lord? Oh no, there is no retirement in the time of war.
Numbers 9-Celebration of the Passover, Instructions about moving with the cloud

Wherever you (Israelites) are, you are to celebrate the Passover. Even if you are defiled and touch a dead body you are to celebrate the Passover. Why?  

What does the Passover become a picture of? It becomes the picture of salvation. So it doesn’t matter who you are or where you are, the Lord is calling you to celebrate the Passover. The Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. The Lamb of God that delivered them out of the land of Egypt, the Lamb of God that delivered them to the house of and set them free to let them in to the land that He promised them.  For Numbers 9 also think this man that touches this dead body comes to Moses and says, “I want to celebrate the Passover.” Are you going to stop me? 
Numbers 9:8 Moses therefore said to them, “Wait, and I will listen to what the Lord will command concerning you.”

Lesson for life – It is important to wait for our answers from the Lord.

If you’re wandering around in the wilderness and feel like you are at a desert experience, it is probably because you have not waited for the Lord. You have not gotten your direction from the Lord.
Numbers 9:15 (Talks about the cloud  - that cloud is going to be your signal to move.) Now on the day that the tabernacle was erected the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the testimony, and in the evening it was like the appearance of fire over the tabernacle, until morning.

16 So it was continuously; the cloud would cover it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.

17 Whenever the cloud was lifted from over the tent, afterward the sons of Israel would then set out; and in the place where the cloud settled down, there the sons of Israel would camp.

18 At the command of the Lord the sons of Israel would set out, and at the command of the Lord they would camp; as long as the cloud settled over the tabernacle, they remained camped.

19 Even when the cloud lingered over the tabernacle for many days, the sons of Israel would keep the Lord’s charge and not set out.

20 If sometimes the cloud remained a few days over the tabernacle, according to the command of the Lord they remained camped. Then according to the command of the Lord they set out.

21 If sometimes the cloud remained from evening until morning, when the cloud was lifted in the morning, they would move out; or if it remained in the daytime and at night, whenever the cloud was lifted, they would set out.

22 Whether it was two days or a month or a year that the cloud lingered over the tabernacle, staying above it, the sons of Israel remained camped and did not set out; but when it was lifted, they did set out.

23 At the command of the Lord they camped, and at the command of the Lord they set out; they kept the Lord’s charge, according to the command of the Lord through Moses.

You say I wish I had a cloud. You do you have the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:14 for all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

You need to wait and hear His voice.
James 4:15 instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.” 

Numbers 9:22 Whether it was two days or a month or a year that the cloud lingered over the tabernacle, staying above it, the sons of Israel remained camped and did not set out; but when it was lifted, they did set out.

Set out key repeated phrase

So if you find yourself wandering and not knowing where you are going, sit down and shut up and open up the word of God. Open up your ears to hear him and say, “God give me direction.”
Numbers 10 –Two Trumpets of Silver were blown to call the congregation. If two were blown the congregation came. If one was blown the leaders came. If they blown as an alarm, the whole camp came and began to move out. You say” I wish I had a trumpet” Keep listening because    

1 Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

 1 Corinthians 15:50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;

57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

At the last trumpet we will all be gathered together. Then we will be on white horses and there will be war. There will be victory because Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
1st mention of complaining.
Numbers 11:1  Now the people became like those who complain of adversity in the hearing of the Lord; and when the Lord heard it, His anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.

2 The people therefore cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the Lord and the fire died out.

3 So the name of that place was called Taberah,(burning) because the fire of the Lord burned among them.

4 The rabble who were among them had greedy desires; and also the sons of Israel wept again and said, “Who will give us meat to eat?

We are going to see it later but in Exodus 12:38 tells us when they left Egypt it was a mixed multitude at came out. There were Egyptians as well as Jews. There were rabble among them and they would create adversity- rabble rousers had greedy desires.
God is upset and Moses is upset.

 Numbers 11:11-15 So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You been so hard on Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all this people on me?

12 “Was it I who conceived all this people? Was it I who brought them forth, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries a nursing infant, to the land which You swore to their fathers’?

13 “Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me, saying, ‘Give us meat that we may eat!’

14 “I alone am not able to carry all this people, because it is too burdensome for me.

15 “So if You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and do not let me see my wretchedness.”

They just set out on the journey in Numbers 10: 21 and are already complaining. They have sung the praises of God.

Numbers 10:35-36 Then it came about when the ark set out that Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord! And let Your enemies be scattered, And let those who hate You flee before You.”

36 When it came to rest, he said, “Return, O Lord, To the myriad thousands of Israel.”
  Is God there? Yes 
Numbers 11:16-17 The Lord therefore said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you.

17 “Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you will not bear it all alone.

Numbers 11:19-29 ‘You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days,

20 but a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you; because you have rejected the Lord who is among you and have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” ’ ”

When He brought in the quail, they knew how long they would have the quail yet they could not get enough. They got far more than they ever needed. In their greed got it into their mouths and the minute they got it in their mouths, what did God do?  He killed them.
Numbers 11:34 So that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah,﻿﻿ because there they buried the people who had the craving. 

 Kibroth-Hattaavah means, “Graves of craving Greediness”
Are you wandering around in the wilderness unhappy, unfulfilled, because you been so greedy that you have missed the manna that God has for you? The manna is the Word of God. You’ve gone after the meat of the world and in trying to get rich you have fallen into ruin and trouble.  
There are lots of lessons to be learned in Numbers. Just remember to seek Him the proper way. Seek Him, not your greed or your desires because He will supply all your needs. That’s what He is saying in the Book of Numbers.

This verse capsulates what is keeping us from worshiping God properly, from knowing God intimately. I believe it is keeping us wandering around in the desert were we are never satisfied and always grumbling. I believe it is because we have not listened to Matthew 6. If you have food and shelter, you have what you need. Now you seek His kingdom and His righteousness.
 Matthew 6:25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?

26 “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?

27 “And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?

28 “And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,

29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.

30 “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!

31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’

32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

The contrast is:

1 Timothy 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.

10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Do you know why we don’t have time for Bible study? Do you know why we have to keep writing courses that don’t require so much homework? Because we are so busy. Why are we so busy? Because we want a bigger house, bigger car, more clothes, we need grander vacations and more expensive toys. It’s just more and more and more.

In Numbers 11 they got in trouble because of their greedy desires. Where did they end up? In graves of greed. They pierced themselves through with many a pang. May I urge you to finish this course for the purpose of godliness? May I urge you to evaluate your time and whatever keeps you from the word of God? May I tell you this, if you are going to worship God properly you are going to have to worship Him in Spirit and in truth. If you don’t know the Bible you are liable to be lead astray. You are going to find out that true worship is more than 20 minutes before the sermon singing hymns of praise. True worship continues when you walk out the door, in the way that you behave, the way you respond, the way that you act in faithfulness towards the Lord. 
Numbers at a Glance	Chapter themes


Do not number the Levites/take a census


Order of the camp


Levites numbered. They are the Lord’s


Levites 30-50 years numbered & Duties assigned


The undefiled camp/ The law of jealousy


Law of the Nazarite vow


Dedication-altar setup-tabernacle setup-offerings for12 days


Levites given to perform service at tent of meeting


Cloud over tabernacle showed people when to move & where.


People leave Mt. Sinai-the ark in front-the cloud over them.


People grumble- get quail out the nose/ Sprit on 70


Miriam & Aaron grumble against Moses


Moses sends spies to Canaan
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