Numbers 12-14 - Lesson 2
Heroes Who Follow God Fully
Precept ministries w/ Kay Arthur
Numbers Lesson 2

Have you ever wondered why anyone in their right mind would disregard God? Why they would spurn Him or not believe Him? Let me ask you a question, would you believe God no matter what? Would you be willing to stand alone even if the crowd was going the other way, because you knew that this is what God said and that you would believe Him no matter what you have heard, no matter what the others did?  If your answer is yes, you are just the hero, the heroin, that we are looking for.

We need heroes of the faith: men and women who are of the Spirit, who will follow God fully.
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In Numbers 12 we are going to look at those who spurn God and those who are of a different spirit and follow Him fully. We are looking at two categories of people.  
Children of Israel have left Mt Sinai. They are on the way to this promised land. The Negev is the southern part of the Promised Land.  This is called the land of Canaan, and this is where they are headed. In Chapter 12 they are camped at Hazeroth. They have come from Mt Sinai and have been on their journey for about 3 days.  After 3 days leaving Sinai they began grumbling and complaining. They had not learned yet that “Adversity is an opportunity to see the power and provision of God.”  Consequently, many of them have died in greed even before they had camped at Hazeroth, because they were complaining. They didn’t like the manna; they wanted the quail (Numbers 11). God was so angry that they died with the quail in their mouths.  God had sent a plague.
A hero or heroine is a person who is admired for their bravery, great deeds, good deeds or noble qualities.

In Numbers chapter 12 we see something of what heroes are made of and what heroes can expect. If they’re admired for their bravery or great deeds etc… there needs to be circumstances in which these things are manifested, circumstances where they are brave, willing to step out and do something, different than the rest, and with noble qualities. We will also see where God is in these circumstances.

In Numbers 12 Miriam and Aaron speaking up against Moses

Numbers 12:1  Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married (for he had married a Cushite woman);

They think his first wife died, and now he has married a Cushite woman. When you look at this verse, they spoke against Moses. The word “speak” in Hebrew means to speak with hostility.
 Here is a leader, a noble man, a man of great deeds. Now he is being spoken against not by the crowd that he is leading, but by two of the triumphed, two of the three (Moses, Aaron & Miriam) leaders of Israel. 
Micah 6:4 “Indeed, I brought you up from the land of Egypt And ransomed you from the house of slavery, And I sent before you Moses, Aaron and Miriam.

His older sister and his older brother are coming up against him. According to the Hebrew here the verb is the feminine singular. Because it is a feminine singular, it shows us that Miriam is the instigator, and Aaron goes along with her. 
Numbers 12:2 and they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?” And the Lord heard it.

 Many people in the commentaries believe they are upset because of what happens in Numbers 11; they believe they are upset because Moses has cried out to God and been burdened with all this, and Moses says,  “I can’t lead them anymore; the burden is too great, I just want to die.” 
Sometimes heroes want to die because the burden seems overwhelming, but they never take their own lives. 

Then God tells Moses that he is going to put his spirit on 70 of the elders.

Numbers 11:11-15 So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You been so hard on Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all this people on me?

12 “Was it I who conceived all this people? Was it I who brought them forth, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries a nursing infant, to the land which You swore to their fathers’?

13 “Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me, saying, ‘Give us meat that we may eat!’

14 “I alone am not able to carry all this people, because it is too burdensome for me.

15 “So if You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and do not let me see my wretchedness.”

Numbers 11:16 The Lord therefore said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you.

  Who is doing the gathering? Who is doing the choosing? Is it the Triumphed? Is it Moses, Aaron and Miriam? No, it is Moses.  So some think this is what is behind the complaint of the Cushite woman.
If you are going to be a hero:
1. Sometimes your foes could be the foes of your own household. 

This is what Jesus warned us about?

Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

When you have foes, how are you to react?
Numbers 12:3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.)

 “Humble”; anaw or anav means to be bowed down, (so you are meek), you don’t exert yourself and you accept everything as coming from God but it can also be translated afflicted, socially oppressed. It can be translated miserable. 
Some say that Moses was just very miserable. Either way, to have the foes from your household come against you is very difficult. He reacted, however, in a very humble way. When they came against him, what did he do?  He did nothing because immediately after God hears it.
2. Beware of jealousy. Don’t react to it. Let God handle it.
Psalm 38:12 Those who seek my life lay snares for me; And those who seek to injure me have threatened destruction, And they devise treachery all day long.

What Miriam and Aaron are doing is not quite that bad, but it is bad enough.
Psalm 38:13-15 But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; And I am like a mute man who does not open his mouth.

14 Yes, I am like a man who does not hear, And in whose mouth are no arguments.

15 For I hope in You, O Lord; You will answer, O Lord my God.

 What is he saying?   I am not going to react to what they are doing; I am going to be like a deaf man. I am not going to let what they are saying diminish me from what God has called me to do. I am not going to respond back. I am not going to sin with my lips. I’m going to trust the Lord. And that is what Moses does. God hears, and God moves in.

Numbers 12:4-5 Suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, “You three come out to the tent of meeting.” So the three of them came out.

5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the tent, and He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward,

 Numbers 12:8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid To speak against My servant, against Moses?”

This is something I want to learn, and that is that God is my defender.  I do not have to defend myself. That is one of the reasons that Billy Graham has been such an example and such a hero of the faith down through these past decades because he has not defended himself. He has known what he was called to do, and he has done it. He has trusted God, and God has honored him.

Numbers 12:99 So the anger of the Lord burned against them (Miriam and Aaron) and He departed.

Miriam is a prophetess, why would she be jealous? The bible tells us in Exodus15:20 that she is a prophetess. So she has spoken for God. We know that Aaron was a spokesman for God.
Numbers 12:10-12 But when the cloud had withdrawn from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. As Aaron turned toward Miriam, behold, she was leprous.

11 Then Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, I beg you, do not account this sin (He sees it as sin.) to us, in which we have acted foolishly and in which we have sinned.

12 “Oh, do not let her be like one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes from his mother’s womb!”

What does Moses do? 

Numbers 12:13 Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “O God, heal her, I pray!”

3. Heroes are gracious.  

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

 Ephesians 5:11 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;

Moses knew the weakness of his flesh. Moses knew God had been gracious to him, and Moses extended that grace.
4. Heroes know God is the Judge.

Numbers 12:14 But the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in her face, would she not bear her shame for seven days? Let her be shut up for seven days outside the camp, and afterward she may be received again.”

If you act like Miriam did, there can be a time of separation, a time of isolation, a time when God says, “Honey, you have a lesson to learn, and I have to set you aside for a while until you learn the lesson.” 

Why? God is a righteous judge. If you are a hero or a heroine you are going to let God be the Judge.

James 4:12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

5.   Heroes are not wimps.

Who is the greater hero? Aaron or Moses? Moses. What has Aaron done?  This is the second time that Aaron has played the wimp. Exodus 32 when the children of Israel came to him, he makes a golden calf. Now from the fact that Miriam is punished and Aaron is not punished it seems that Miriam is the guilty party and the instigator. Aaron is the wimp and goes along with Miriam. This is the second time he has played the wimp.  
Heroes aren’t wimps. Heroes don’t bend in the wind and succumb to pressure from their peers.  
God is looking for heroes; people that will be examples, people of noble quality, people that He can do great things through. But you have to determine to stand alone no matter what. 
Numbers 12:16 Afterward, however, the people moved out from Hazeroth and camped in the wilderness of Paran.

  Numbers 13:1-2  Then the Lord spoke to Moses saying,

2 “Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their fathers’ tribes, every one a leader among them.”

 It looks like this is the beginning; they are getting ready to go into Canaan.

But when we study the scriptures, when we go to Deut 1 we find that there is an event the preceded this.
Deuteronomy 1:19 Moses is recounting what has happened to the second generation, he is recounting to the people who are now about to go into the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy 1:19 “Then we set out from Horeb (Mt. Sinai), and went through all that great and terrible wilderness (wilderness of Paran) which you saw on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, just as the Lord our God had commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-barnea.

Wilderness of Paran goes almost all the way from Mt Sinai all the way to Kadesh-Barnea, and then begins the hill country and right into the Negev.

Deuteronomy 1:20-23 “I said to you, ‘You have come to the hill country of the Amorites which the Lord our God is about to give us.

21 ‘See, the Lord your God has placed the land before you; go up, take possession, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has spoken to you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’

22 “Then all of you approached me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, that they may search out the land for us, and bring back to us word of the way by which we should go up and the cities which we shall enter.’

23 “The thing pleased me and I took twelve of your men, one man for each tribe.

Now he takes 12 men. Now listen carefully, these are not the same leaders we have numbered in Numbers 1. They are different. Among these twelve leaders there are two men that will prove to be heroes. Who are these two men?  Caleb and Joshua
 Numbers 13:6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh;

8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun;  

We learn something about Joshua. 

Numbers 13:16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land; but Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua.

 “Hoshea” means salvation. Joshua, one of the men going up to spy the land, his name means “Yahweh saves.”  When we come to Jesus, do you know what the Jews called him? Yeshua 
 Do you see the “shua” in Joshua’s name?
Why did God let them go and spy out the land? Why didn’t God hold them back, when He knew it would scare them to death?  This is very important so go to Exodus 13:17.  I want you to see that they could handle what they were going to see in that land.  They could handle the fact that there were giants: Amorites, Jebusites, Hittites and all those people the Canaanites were living in that land.
Exodus 13:17  Now when Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, “The people might change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.”

If you want to be a heroine of the faith, listen to these words:
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

So when He got ready to send the children of Israel into the Land it was God’s time and He knew they could handle it. What was the problem? They didn’t listen to the heroes. They listened to the report of 10 spies, and as a result they wondered in the wilderness for 40 years.
Context of 1 Corinthians 10 tells what a hero does:  
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.

25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.

26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;

27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4  For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea;

2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

3 and all ate the same spiritual food;  
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.

1 Corinthians 10:5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.


They spent 40 years wondering in the wilderness. When He brought them out of Egypt, He could have taken them straight to the promised land, but He knew they were not ready. He knew that they had not yet seen enough of His power. Instead He brings them down to Mt Sinai and prepares them totally. He gives them the law and the tabernacle. He numbers the men and shows them the greatness of their army. They are going to go in and take this land that God promised as a covenant promise as was told to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He’s shown them how and when to march. He has given them the trumpets.  They are all prepared to go forward into this land. It is time, and it is not more than they can bear; but as they go, He is not pleased with most of them because they do not believe Him.

1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved.

  1 Corinthians 10:11-11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.  (The book of Numbers is part of the context for this verse. How cool is that!)
He would not leave them unless they could survive. 

6. Heroes remember, believe and live according to the promise of 1 Corinthians 10: 13 

In other words any situation I am facing, anything I am up against, I can handle it because God has given me this promise.  I do not have to sin; I am able to stand. I am able to be a hero and do great deeds.  

Daniel 11:32b… the people who know their God will display strength and take action.

Caleb models this in Numbers 13.

 Numbers 13:27 Thus they told him, and said, “We went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.

 Now milk and honey was a phrase to say that the land was fruitful.
Numbers 13:28 “Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there.

29 “Amalek is living in the land of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of the Jordan.”

“Nevertheless” in this context is not the word of heroes, but in the next verse Caleb models a hero.

Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.”

These people saw the fruit of the land; they had SEEN the promises of God.  They had seen God prove Himself over and over again. They went in, and the land was just like the Lord had told them. They’re coming back and giving this bad report. 
You and I as Christians are called overcomers in 1 John and Revelation. In 1 John 5 it says, “This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.” It is taking God at His word.
Numbers 13:31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.”

 Yes, they are too strong for them, but not too strong for God. A hero remembers where God is, and God is with us.

7.  In times of adversity, conflict and opposition, heroes are on their faces. 
Numbers 13:32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.

33 “There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

 What do you mean you where grasshoppers in their sight. Why did they give this impression?

Numbers 14:1-4 1 Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.

2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!

3 “Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”

4 So they said to one another, “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.”

What does Moses do? What does Aaron do?

Numbers 14:5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in the presence of all the assembly of the congregation of the sons of Israel.

8. Heroes don’t hold back the truth; they call people to faith, not to fear.

Numbers 14:6Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes;

7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.

8 “If the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey.

9 “Only do not rebel against the Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.”

Psalm 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.(sound mind, a mind under control)

These people have lost their mind. What did the heroes do? Heroes call their people to faith not fear. They know and believe God’s word; they know that God is with them.
Hebrews 13:5-6 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”

6 so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?”

Why don’t we fear man? Because God is sovereign; man can’t do anything to you without God’s permission.

Romans 8:31-34 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies;

34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Numbers 14:6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes;

7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.

8 “If the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey.

Was the Lord pleased with them? Yes
Go back to Numbers 6. God is preparing them to move out and move into this land. He gave a blessing to these people.
Numbers 6:24The Lord bless you, and keep you;

25 The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you;

26 The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’

27 “So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless them.”

Every “you” in verses 24-27 is singular in the benediction.
What is this saying? My blessing is to the individual. So it is not: if all of you blow it that the individual  won’t get My blessing because My blessing is for the individual. It is for every child of Israel and does not depend on the crowd. It depends on what you do.  
They also have the blessing in:

Numbers 10:35 Then it came about when the ark set out that Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord! And let Your enemies be scattered, And let those who hate You flee before You.”

36 When it came to rest, he said, “Return, O Lord, To the myriad thousands of Israel.”

What do they have to do? What do they know? They know they have a blessing and the song of victory; all they had to do was to believe God and follow. That is what heroes recognize.
Numbers 14:8 “If the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey.

9 “Only do not rebel against the Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.”

Protection means a wing, a shadow, a cloud. They where in the desert and shadows and clouds were wonderful.

Numbers 14:10 But all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Then the glory of the Lord appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel.

Heroes are willing to stand, even though they were going to be stoned. The sad thing is that nobody came out of the congregation to stand with Joshua and Caleb, Moses and Aaron; nobody came out. Everyone went with the crowd. So the crowd is getting ready to stone them, and God is angry

Numbers 14:11-12 The Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst?

12 “I will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you into a nation greater and mightier than they.”

What an opportunity.  Moses had this opportunity before in Exodus 32:10 said the same thing.  Moses is a hero. 

9. Heroes are building God’s kingdom, not theirs; and they do not forget it.

What does Moses do? 

Numbers 14:16 ‘Because the Lord could not bring this people into the land which He promised them by oath, therefore He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

 10.  Heroes plead with God according to His character.

Numbers 14:17-18 “But now, I pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have declared,

18 ‘The Lord is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’

 They intercede, but not according to vengeance but according to promises.

Numbers 14:19 “Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.”

“Loving-kindness”; “hesed”  (Hebrew) means the steadfastness love of covenant 

11. Heroes don’t put God to the test; instead they listen to His voice and walk in faith.

Numbers 14:22-22 “Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,

23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

 “Spurned” means to have disregard.  He used it previously in Numbers14:11.
God’s people don’t put Him to the test. Instead they listen to His voice and walk in a different spirit. 

 Numbers 14:24 “But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.

 Everyone 20 years and older is going to die in the wilderness.
12. Heroes watch the words of their mouths carefully.

Numbers 14:28-30 “Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you;

29 your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.

30 ‘Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.  
Words are powerful and can change the course of a person’s life.

Numbers 14:31 ‘Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey—I will bring them in, and they will know the land which you have rejected.
32 ‘But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness.
33 ‘Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the wilderness, and they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses lie in the wilderness.
34 ‘According to the number of days which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day you shall bear your guilt a year, even forty years, and you will know My opposition.
35 ‘I, the Lord, have spoken, surely this I will do to all this evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be destroyed, and there they will die.’ ”

Why, what had they said with their mouths? “Oh that we should die in this wilderness.” Listen, leaders are very careful with their mouths because words hold a lot of power. Words can influence and change the course of a nation. Look at Hitler and look at his words. Look at kings, crusades, KKK. : Look at the words of leaders; they can destroy people or they can make people and change the course of a person’s life. 

13. Heroes don’t act presumptuously against God.

Numbers 14:39  When Moses spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, the people mourned greatly.

40 In the morning, however, they rose up early and went up to the ridge of the hill country, saying, “Here we are; we have indeed sinned, but we will go up to the place which the Lord has promised.”

41 But Moses said, “Why then are you transgressing the commandment of the Lord, when it will not succeed?

42 “Do not go up, or you will be struck down before your enemies, for the Lord is not among you.

43 “For the Amalekites and the Canaanites will be there in front of you, and you will fall by the sword, inasmuch as you have turned back from following the Lord. And the Lord will not be with you.”

44 But they went up heedlessly to the ridge of the hill country; neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses left the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down, and struck them and beat them down as far as Hormah.

They realize that they were wrong. They confess their sin. The children of Israel mourn. They say we have sinned Numbers 14:40
God has said you are not going into that land. You will wander in the wilderness for 40 years. They won’t listen.

What has God just done? God had just killed 10 spies that brought back a bad report, and they still think they can go to the hill country and succeed in battle. Numbers 14:41-42
They went up and came back defeated. Why? Because, they acted presumptuously. 

Be a hero. Be a heroine. Do great deeds. Have noble character. Be a person of bravery. Be willing to stand alone. And just know this: as long as you don’t act presumptuously, as long as you take God at His word, and long as you don’t turn to the right or to the left, as long as you believe Him and know that whatever God has said, He is able to perform it because He watches over His word to perform it and you order you life according to that and not according to the crowd, not according to the mob or to what is most popular, but if you walk without flinching, according to the word of God, you just watch what God does with you. How desperately the body of Jesus Christ needs heroes: people who say, “God is with us. We are able to go up and possess it.”
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