Numbers15-16 - Lesson 3

How Does One Become Holy?
Precepts Ministries w/ Kay Arthur
Numbers Lesson 3

Have you ever wondered if you could pour holiness into the skin of a woman or a man, what holiness would look like? What form would it take? How would it behave? Well, we certainly need to know because in the Christian message preached today, the love of God has become the central focus.  In putting the love of God in the center of our focus we have pushed the holiness of God out to the peripheral.  Consequently we have a society that thinks that God is just love. This love is a (Kay would call) sloppy “agape” kind of love. This love says, “OK you can live anyway that you want because I love you and I don’t want you to go to hell, it’s going to be alright because all I am is love.” That is not true; it is not going to be alright if you are not living a holy life why?  
 Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

In other words you and I are to “be holy even as He is holy.” If we are not holy, we will never see the Lord even though He loves us.

What does holiness look like in the skin of a man or woman? 
Let’s first look at how we become holy. 
3 pictures 3 sets of scripture 
What God Does To Make
         What You Do to Be Holy
      You Become Holy as Result
You Holy






        God working &You Doing
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Hearing

Believing

Sealing
Sealing
God seals you

The Holy Spirit is in you
You Believe, allow Holy Spirit to fill us
  You are set apart                                  walk in the Spirit

Hebrews 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Holiness behaves.
Let’s look at the contrast to what we’ve put on the chart in regards to being holy:
Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

Here are people in the church, here are people that profess to know Him but by their deeds they deny Him. They are disobedient and worthless for any good deed. So your deeds help show who you are and help show your holiness.
1 Corinthians 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea (Red Sea);

2 and all were baptized (united with, identified with) into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

  1 Corinthians 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food (manna);

4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.

5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.

6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved.

7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.”

Remember the rock was Christ.
“To play” means to be engaged in licentiousness and debauchery. This happened in Exodus 32.
1 Corinthians 10:8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day.
(This happens in Numbers 25)
9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.( Numbers 21)

10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. (We will see this in this week’s lesson)
1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

 What is God’s instruction to me in Numbers 16, 25, 21 and Exodus 32? What does He want me to learn?
Let’s go back to Numbers. In Numbers 15 we will see what we can learn and see about holiness. The chapter opens up with Him speaking to the people that ARE GOING into the land. These aren’t the people that are going to die in the wilderness, because they did not believe God. They grumbled against God; they would not go in and believe God and take the land.
Numbers 15:2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter the land where you are to live, which I 
am giving you,

Numbers 15:17Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

18 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter the land where I bring you,

Let’s look at the land.* They are on their way to the land that He promised them. They have left Taborah where the burning was. They have let Hazeroth. They are now in Kadesh. They are going to go to the road called “the way by the sea.”(at the end of Numbers 14)  Eventually He will take them up passed the Dead Sea, opposite Jericho and take them over into the Promised Land.  He is saying when you enter the land this is what I want you to do.
He knows that they are but dust and knows their frame. He tells them what to do when you enter the land and you sin unintentionally.

*See Map on next page
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From Taborah to Hazeroth, now in Kadesh going to the road called “the way by the sea” 
What do we mean by unintentional?
Numbers 15:22 ‘But when you unwittingly fail and do not observe all these commandments, which the Lord has spoken to Moses,

The word for “unwittingly” is “shagah”- a sin of ignorance, when you unwittingly fail, when you commit a sin of ignorance, it is one of inadvertence, it is not purposeful, rather you strayed, you made a mistake, you error. It is something you do and you say, “Ugh. Why did I say that? Why did I do that? Why did I look at that? Why was I so stupid that I blew my temper?” It is that kind of thing. You sin and you can feel yourself getting hotter and hotter. And you know you shouldn’t do it, but you do it.
But afterword you have a bitter taste in your mouth, a sorrow, a grieving because the Holy Spirit is in you and is grieved. You were supposed to do something, and you didn’t do it. You quenched the Holy Spirit. The Bible says it is possible to quench the Holy Spirit, and it is possible to grieve the Holy Spirit. 
You know that you sinned, and you come to your senses. I made a mistake. I error. 
2.   Holy people do not sin defiantly (doing it with a high hand)
Numbers 15:30 ‘But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut off from among his people. 31 (Why?) ‘Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.’ ” 

Someone says to you: “You know you’re going to break a commandment.” But you say, “I don’t care.” Someone tells you: Don’t step over that line. Adultery is wrong, don’t step over that line. You’re married.” 

But you say, “I don’t care.” Or it’s like this; “God doesn’t want me to be unhappy or miserable. God is a God of love; He wants me to enjoy life.  He knows I can’t enjoy it with someone like him or her. God has brought this person into my life, and we pray together. We have a vision of what God can do through us.” 
That is defiant sin. You better watch out because God says, “I am holy, and I will be treated as Holy.”  
What you see between these two passages that I just gave you is when a congregation sins unintentionally, this is the offering; if individual sins unintentionally, this is the offering. I want you to know that if any person sins defiantly, that person is cut off.  That person has blasphemed Me and not honored Me as God.

Psalm 103:10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.

14 For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.

2. When we sin defiantly, then God has to judge that.
A man that is gathering wood on the Sabbath:
Numbers 15:32  Now while the sons of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering wood on the sabbath day.

33 Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation;

34 and they put him in custody because it had not been declared what should be done to him.

Moses wanted to find out what God said.

Numbers 15:35 Then the Lord said to Moses, “The man shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp.”

36 So all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

In defiant sin there is the judgment of God.  This man willfully and defiantly broke the Sabbath. He broke it by gathering wood, but he also broke the picture of the Sabbath. Why? The Sabbath was a sign between God and Israel; the Sabbath is a picture of our heavenly rest that is yet to come. A picture of the time when there is no more labor. This man broke that. God worked six days and rested on the seventh. They were to keep the Sabbath.
Go to Hebrews 10. I am giving you some hard stuff.

We look at the love of God and make it central and push the holiness of God out to the peripheral, which is why our society is in the mess that it is in.   Barna has discovered that the divorce rate among Christians is higher than the divorce rate of the rest of the world. You could argue that we are getting married more and that’s true, but that is a sad statistic. Why?   We don’t understand the holiness of God, because there is no fear of God before our eyes.
Hebrews 10:26For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth…

He has just explained that Jesus Christ has paid by one offering; He has perfected forever those that are being sanctified, those that are in the process of being made holy. He says we are being sanctified, and He has sanctified us.
Put these boxed items under the 1st, 2nd and 3rd columns of your chart on page 1 respectively.

 He sanctifies   We walk in sanctification -    I be holy          This is a process. 

He has laid this out in Hebrews 10. Now He is saying:

Hebrews 10:26  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.

What is He saying? Real holiness, genuine holiness does not habitually sin willfully after having the knowledge of the truth. When God says, “This is the way walk you in it.” If you’re holy, you walk in it. If you are not holy, you do what you want to do. But because God is holy, He must judge you if you sin willfully.  
2. Holiness is not automatic.
You have the Holy Spirit inside of you, but what are you to do? You are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You are to walk with the Holy Spirit. Holiness is something we must constantly be aware of; it is something we must constantly be pursuing. That’s why He says, “In you behavior be holy even as I am holy.”
Numbers 15:37 The Lord also spoke to Moses, saying,

38 “Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue.

Talus- You may see Jewish men walking down the street and under their jacket you will see the cords on the talus hanging down. Where did this come from? It came from the Bible. As you walk what happens? Your tassels sway and you look down upon them you are reminded that you’re to be holy.
What do you and I have to remind us to be holy? We have the Holy Spirit. We are better able to be holy then those who have only the tassels to remind them because we have the Holy One living inside of us. We are part of the new covenant. The old covenant they broke; they broke His commandments.
Jeremiah 31:31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

 Ezekiel 36:26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

Numbers 15:39“It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the Lord, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot,

40 so that you may remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your God.

Let’s move on to the next thing I want you to see.
Numbers 16:1  Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took action,

2 and they rose up before Moses, together with some of the sons of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in the assembly, men of renown.

3 They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You have gone far enough, for all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is in their midst; so why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?”

3. Everyone who describes himself as holy or others as holy is not necessarily holy.
Were they holy? 

Numbers 11:4 we had the rabble raising against Moses. Were they holy? No, they were not holy.        1 Corinthians 10 you had a mixed multitude coming out of Egypt. They were not all holy. Have these people been killed off by God along the way? Yes, why? Because they were not holy. Yet what are these leaders saying? “We are all holy.” It’s like saying we are all going to heaven. We are all children of God; we just have different ways to get there. That is a lie.

4. God knows who is holy and knows those who are His.
Numbers 16:5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His, and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself; even the one whom He will choose, He will bring near to Himself.

6 “Do this: take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company,

 Moses recognizes that the Lord knows who is His and who is holy.
2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.”

 Two fold seal on holiness (holiness means set apart unto God)
1. Godly seal is God knows who is holy

2. The earthly seal is you see it by my deeds

a. Walking in holiness

b. See it obeying His commandments

c. Unintentional sin, it bothers me; it grieves me

2 Timothy 2:20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.

21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these (dishonor) things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified (holy), useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

5. Holiness is not presumptuous. Holy people do not presume to go where God has not gifted them or taken them.

Holiness has humility about it. Holiness waits on God. Holiness says, “I am not going to presume to go anywhere.” God is in charge, not me.
Numbers 16:8 Then Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi,

9 is it not enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister to them;

10 and that He has brought you near, Korah, and all your brothers, sons of Levi, with you? And are you seeking for the priesthood also?

11 “Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the Lord; but as for Aaron, who is he that you grumble against him?”

Are you seeking something God has not given you?

Hebrews 5:4 And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.

5 (Even Jesus didn’t do that.) So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He (God) who said to Him, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”;

6. Holiness brings a separation. Holiness does not spurn God.

 Remember in Leviticus 10 they offered strange fire, and they were killed.

Numbers 16:12 Then Moses sent a summons to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab; but they said, “We will not come up.

13 “Is it not enough that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey to have us die in the wilderness, but you would also lord it over us?

Here are these men that have seen the judgment of God and have heard the word of God, but they won’t listen. There is a presumption that they know it all. Just remember holiness is not presumption. 
If you are filled with the Spirit then one of the characteristics of being filled with the Spirit is being
 in submission one to another in the fear of the Lord. This is one of the characteristics mentioned in Ephesians 5.  
God wants to wipe them out. But Moses and Aaron fall on their faces:
Numbers 16:22 But they fell on their faces and said, “O God, God of the spirits of all flesh, when one man sins, will You be angry with the entire congregation?”(In other words each man is accountable for his own sin.)

23 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

24 “Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get back from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.’ ”

25 Then Moses arose and went to Dathan and Abiram, with the elders of Israel following him,

26 and he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.”

Holiness brings a separation, Holiness does not spurn God. (In verse 30 you see that these men spurned the Lord.)
 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

Get away from these men. They are being lawless. They are not walking in righteousness and holiness.   
2 Corinthians 6:17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; …
17:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Get away from them. Why? Because Moses cries out to God, and this is what he says:
Numbers 16:28-30Moses said, “By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these deeds; for this is not my doing. 29 “If these men die the death of all men or if they suffer the fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. 30 “But if the Lord brings about an entirely new thing and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that is theirs, and they descend alive into Sheol, then you will understand that these men have spurned the Lord.” 

And all of a sudden the ground opens up:
Numbers 16:31As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them split open; 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men who belonged to Korah with their possessions. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34 All Israel who were around them fled at their outcry, for they said, “The earth may swallow us up!” 

What was God showing us? God was showing us the next point.
7. Holiness must judge sin. Holiness does not question the just judgment of God.

After God opens the ground, God makes it clear that He is a holy God.
Numbers 16:36Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 37 “Say to Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, that he shall take up the censers out of the midst of the blaze, for they are holy; and you scatter the burning coals abroad. 38 “As for the censers of these men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into hammered sheets for a plating of the altar, since they did present them before the Lord and they are holy; and they shall be for a sign to the sons of Israel.” 39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers which the men who were burned had offered, and they hammered them out as a plating for the altar, 40 as a reminder to the sons of Israel that no layman who is not of the descendants of Aaron should come near to burn incense before the Lord; so that he will not become like Korah and his company—just as the Lord had spoken to him through Moses. 41 But on the next day all the congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron, saying, “You are the ones who have caused the death of the Lord’s people.” 

Were Moses and Aaron the ones who caused the death of these people? No. Could they open up the ground? No. 
Holiness looks at that just judgment and says, “God, that is right.”
Example of God being just in judgment: God is about to pour out the 7 bowls of wrath.
Revelation 15:3And they ﻿ ﻿sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations! 4 “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For all the nations will come and worship before You, For Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

  Is He a God of love? Yes, but He is God of holiness and holiness must judge sin. 
When God does not see holiness in the skin of a man, you can know this; that judgment is coming.
What is God’s lesson to us in all of this? We don’t like to think that God judges. But it is certainly evident here. God has judged these people; it is God that has done it, not Moses.

God moves forward with a plague. Moses stands between death and life. God is holy, and because He is holy He judged sin in the ultimate way. All man kind was doomed to die.

Hebrews 3:5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 

Jesus was faithful over His house and stepped between the living and the dead. He died for you and me. 
He who was holy was made sin and died. He stepped in just as Moses had done. Because God is holy and Jesus was made sin, Jesus died. He descended into hell but on the 3rd day He rose again. He conquered sin and death.  He offers to you and me the ability to be holy. He offers us the gift of the Holy Spirit. That’s God’s gift to you. 
You take it. He sanctifies you, sets you apart. You walk in it and as you walk in it; then you be holy. 

You have learned the lessons from 1 Corinthians on how to be holy; you have seen it in the book of Numbers. Now in all your behavior as obedient children, “Be holy even as He is holy.”
�


  Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,


Galatians 5:16-22 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.


17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.


18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.


19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,


20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,


21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.


22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
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�Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,


14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.





1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?


20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.


 


 


 





 





1 Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,


15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;


16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”





Road called “the way by the sea”














	
	Page 1
	

	
	
	


	
	Page 7
	

	
	
	



