Numbers 18 - 20 - Lesson 4

God’s Picture Of The Grace To Come
Precept Ministries w/ Kay Arthur
Numbers Lesson 4


What’s a relationship with Jesus Christ all about? It’s all about grace, unmerited, unearned favor. But it’s a grace that you can not trample underfoot and get away with it. Why? Because it is a grace that gives you everything that you need. And if you despise that grace or trample it there is nothing left besides the grace of God. 

Genesis 3 this is where we find the first mention of the grace of God.

Time line 
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Promise
Adam and Eve sin in the Garden of Eden. God, in grace, does not destroy them. God does not bring an immediate death, they live for many years but the day they ate the fruit of the tree of good and evil they died a spiritually death. They do not die spiritually without hope. The hope is the promise of a seed that will come from the woman, a seed that will bruise the head of the serpent. The seed of the serpent will bruise the heel of the seed of the woman. Here we have a promise of the grace of God, a promise of salvation, a promise of salvation through a Redeemer. This is the beginning of the grace of God as we look at the Word of God. As you move through the Old Testament I want you to understand that salvation has always been by grace. 

 John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 

  The law came by Moses; the first five books are the books that Moses wrote. Moses appears on the scene in Exodus where he is born. We have Moses as the deliverer. Moses being the one who is faithful over God’s house, the one who is leading the children of Israel out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  When we look at this, this is what we see: Moses and the Ten Commandments (The Law). We have the Law through Moses but grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

When Jesus Christ gets here, when you see Him in His functions, when you see Him as the high priest, as the Lamb of God, when you see Him you are realizing the grace of God, the grace of God that has been there all along, but is realized through Jesus Christ. When you come to know Jesus Christ a veil is taken off of your eyes and what you see is the whole purpose of the Law and what the Law was pointing to. When we get to Revelation one of the things we see is a verse that tells us that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who was slain before the foundation of the world. Before the foundation of the world, the death of Jesus Christ was in the heart of God, it was in the plan of God.
Revelation 13:8All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 

As we look at Numbers, I want us to see how this grace is shown to us in picture form that will later be realized through Jesus Christ and what that means for us as we live today. What does Numbers means for us? What is the truth that God is trying to show us? There are principles and precepts and they enhance and give us a deeper appreciation for the things that come in the New Testament after grace and truth are realized in Jesus Christ.
For instance:

Genesis 6: What do you see in the days of Noah? You see the grace of God in providing an ark. 
Genesis 12: You see the grace of God:  “In you, Abraham, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”
Galatians 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 
When we come to Joseph we see the grace of God because Joseph before he dies says, “Take my bones with you when you leave this land.”  God is going to stand by His promise.
In Exodus 2 we see the grace of God again because here are these people who are slaves in Egypt, and they cry out. God hears and remembers His covenant with Abraham, which is a picture of the fact that the Messiah is coming, that the seed is going to come and deliver them. 
In  Exodus  we see the grace of God when God says, “My presence will go with you. Build a tabernacle in the wilderness. My Shekinah glory will be over the holy of holies and there I will meet with you.” 
In the book of Leviticus we see the grace of God on sinners. Offerings by which an unholy and unclean people can become clean and have their sins covered and have that atonement over their sins. 
We see grace all the way through. All of this is pointed to the grace of God that was realized through Jesus Christ. These people looked forward in faith and walked in the way that God said to walk.  The grace that come to us in Jesus is going to cover sin in the past, present and future; the grace of God has appeared to all men.
What He shows us in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers is that where sin did abound, grace did much more abound. 

Romans 5:20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 

He shows us this in every part of the tabernacle, in every piece of the furniture, in every aspect of the priesthood, in every sacrifice. God gives us a picture of the grace that is to come and of the One who will bring it.

He gives us a picture of Jesus (the offering), the sacrifice, and the offerer (the priest). He shows us a picture of Jesus the Lamb of God and the High Priest of God. 

Hebrews 5 gives a good introduction,
 Hebrews 5:1-2For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; 2 he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness; 

In other words the high priest was taken from among men so that he could understand what these men are going through with their weaknesses and their sinful flesh.

Hebrews 5:3and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself. 

The priest, Aaron and his sons, had to offer sacrifices not only for the people but also for themselves.  

Hebrews 5:4And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 

 I want you to remember verse 4.  In other words you can’t just take the role of a priest. Who decided that? Who said, “We are holy, and we are all able to stand before God?” We just studied that. It was Korah that said that. Korah was wrong.
Hebrews 5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He (God) who said to Him (Jesus), “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”; 6 just as He says also in another passage, “You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 Who was Melchizedek? A high priest to whom Abraham offered tithes, paid tithes. He was the king of Salem. What is Hebrews saying? Even Jesus didn’t take upon Himself the honor of the priesthood but it was bestowed upon Him according to the order of Melchizedek. It was bestowed on Jesus, and it was bestowed on Aaron.  Jesus, like Aaron, became a man so that He being of flesh and blood might be tempted like we are but without sin, so that we would have a high priest who could be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

Numbers 18 is dealing with the priesthood. It falls in the record of all these years that they are in the wilderness; Moses records this incident right after Numbers 17. When you think of Numbers 17 think of a rod. Every tribe brought a rod. They laid it before God to see whose rod would God choose.
Numbers 17:7  So Moses deposited the rods before the Lord in the tent of the testimony. 8 Now on the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony; and behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 

Whose rod did He chose? Aaron’s. What did Aaron’s rod do? It budded and bore fruit (almonds). God did this to show them that Aaron was the priest who was allowed to come before God. Aaron and his sons from the tribe of Levi; it is only Aaron and his sons down through the generations that are allowed to bring the offerings. 
The people saw this:
Numbers 17:12Then the sons of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Behold, we perish, we are dying, we are all dying! 13 “Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the Lord, must die. Are we to perish completely?” 

 What a foolish statement. The coming near to the tabernacle is not to cause you to perish but to receive forgiveness of your sins, to receive a covering of your sins, and to receive the grace of God. But you must come God’s way.  You can’t come through any other; you must come through Aaron. You can’t come through any of the other sons of Levi. 
Numbers 18:1-3So the Lord said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father’s household with you shall bear the guilt in connection with the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear the guilt in connection with your priesthood. 2 “But bring with you also your brothers, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you, while you and your sons with you are before the tent of the testimony. 3 “And they shall thus attend to your obligation and the obligation of all the tent, but they shall not come near to the furnishings of the sanctuary and the altar, or both they and you will die. 

 1. The priesthood is a bestowed service with accountability.

a. They re responsible for all that takes place in the sanctuary 

How did Jesus get His priesthood? It was bestowed upon Him.
Numbers 18:7“But you and your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for everything concerning the altar and inside the veil, and you are to perform service. I am giving you the priesthood as a bestowed service, but the outsider who comes near shall be put to death.” 

God has bestowed the priesthood on us. If you know the Lord Jesus Christ then you are a kingdom of priests onto God. He has bestowed the priesthood on you. With this priesthood there is a responsibility, accountability because you and I are the ones that can come into the presence of God on behalf of other people. We are responsible and accountable for the things that go on within the body of Christ. There is accountability, a high calling upon our lives. It is bestowed. It is all of grace. 

Every single Christian, if you understand the word of God, is a priest unto God. In the tribe of Israel that was not true. You were a priest only if you were a son of Aaron. 
  Numbers 18:19-20“All the offerings of the holy gifts, which the sons of Israel offer to the Lord, I have given to you and your sons and your daughters with you, as a perpetual allotment. It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the Lord to you and your descendants with you.” 20 Then the Lord said to Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land nor own any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the sons of Israel. 

Who was their inheritance? The Lord was. What is our inheritance? Romans 8:17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

Numbers 18:21-32 “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting. 22 “The sons of Israel shall not come near the tent of meeting again, or they will bear sin and die. 23 “Only the Levites shall perform the service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the sons of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 24 “For the tithe of the sons of Israel, which they offer as an offering to the Lord, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance; therefore I have said concerning them, ‘They shall have no inheritance among the sons of Israel.’ ” 25 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 26 “Moreover, you shall speak to the Levites and say to them, ‘When you take from the sons of Israel the tithe which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present an offering from it to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe. 27 ‘Your offering shall be reckoned to you as the grain from the threshing floor or the full produce from the wine vat. 28 ‘So you shall also present an offering to the Lord from your tithes, which you receive from the sons of Israel; and from it you shall give the Lord’s offering to Aaron the priest. 29 ‘Out of all your gifts you shall present every offering due to the Lord, from all the best of them, the sacred part from them.’ 30 “You shall say to them, ‘When you have offered from it the best of it, then the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites as the product of the threshing floor, and as the product of the wine vat. 31 ‘You may eat it anywhere, you and your households, for it is your compensation in return for your service in the tent of meeting. 32 ‘You will bear no sin by reason of it when you have offered the best of it. But you shall not profane the sacred gifts of the sons of Israel, or you will die.’ ” 

They bear their accountability and they also bear their iniquity.
Now the priests get the offerings because they don’t have any inheritance in the land. What do the Levites get because they don’t get inheritance in the land either? They get the tithes. With the tithes that they get they are to take the best part of the tithe and offer it back to the Lord Numbers 18:21
Let’s look at Jesus Christ. Hebrews is going to explain to us Jesus Christ as a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 7:3(Melchizedek) Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually. 

You have Melchizedek before you ever have Aaron. What do you see? You see grace is always previous to all of our sin.  Grace is always there; grace was Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, slain before the foundation of the world.
Hebrews 7:4Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest spoils. 

 In other words Abraham comes along and pays a tithe to Melchizedek. What does he give him? He gives him the best, the choice of the spoils. This shows us a truth.

Hebrews 7:6-9But the one (Melchizedek) whose genealogy is not traced from them (sons of Levi) collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises. 7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater (Melchizedek). 8 In this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives on. 9 And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes, 

Why? Abraham had in his loins whom? Isaac, Jacob and his twelve sons. So in Abraham’s loins was Levi.   When Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek, it was Levi giving a tithe to Melchizedek.

Melchizedek was the picture of Christ.
Hebrews 7:10 for he (Levi) was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 
In bringing Numbers 18 to a close, I want you to see that you have a bestowed priesthood. It is a gift of grace from God. You have Jesus your High Priest. We are a kingdom of priests onto God; we offer tithes even to Jesus Christ and to the work of Jesus Christ. 
With all of this there goes accountability of the grace of God.

Paul is speaking- 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 

We have a bestowed service of the priesthood on us; the grace of God is there and is sufficient for everything He calls us to do. (Amen!!) So we need to say, “By the grace of God I am what I am.”  The grace that was poured out was not poured out in vain, but I labored more than them all; yet not me but the grace of God within me. There is a labor that goes with grace. That means that you operate in the sufficiency of the grace of God. 
Will you walk in that grace? Will you be the person that God wants you to be?

God has made every provision in Christ Jesus for you to be a man, a woman of God that walks in the power of the grace of God. And you just need to understand that.

If you’re going to understand that:

Numbers 19- Here we see that the grace of God provides cleansing for us. Some of us live in such a way that we think, “I blew it. God can’t use me.” Many times what happens is that we fail to go forward and be all that we can be because we are looking at the past instead of looking at the grace of God that is there to cover us even in our uncleanness.
Let’s look at that picture:

Numbers 19 Chapter title- Ashes of a Red Heifer for Purification
You have seen that before people can approach God they have to be cleansed. Before they can go into the sanctuary, they have to be cleansed. Let’s say I am outside the tabernacle and someone dies or I touch a dead animal. I become unclean. Now I can’t go and make my sacrifices and approach the tabernacle because I am unclean. 
Why would death be defilement?
 Go back to Genesis 2:16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

Because Jesus is life and God is life, death has no place in His presence. Death is a result of sin; it is the fruit of sin. Therefore any contact with death shows the picture of contact with sin. Death is the result of sin. Therefore before I come into His presence, I have to become clean. So what does God do? God institutes a ceremonial procedure of taking a red heifer without spot or blemish. They go through a ceremony and burn the red heifer. They take the ashes of the red heifer and put them in water. What does that become? It becomes water for purification of sin, purification from uncleanness from touching a dead person. But listen very carefully: The person that puts the ashes in the water, once he makes that water for purification, he becomes unclean. He has to go and wash.
In Israel they are breeding red heifers because they want to build the tabernacle and reinstitute the sacrifices. They’re going to do it because the bible tells us that they will do it; they will do this before Jesus Christ the Messiah comes back. Even today in Israel the debate is, do we get the tabernacle after the Messiah comes or before He comes? The Bible shows us that it has to be here before the Messiah comes. They (Jews) think He is coming for the first time. We know it is the second time. When He shows up they are going to find out it is the second time. 

They could build this tabernacle but could never go into it unless they had the ashes of a red heifer. So they are breeding them.
Shiloh is where the tabernacle was set up after they came across the Jordan under Joshua. And they put the tabernacle up in Shiloh. It was there for 350-400 years.  

What has God provided for you and me? He has provided cleansing. What happened in the upper room? (Jesus is going to die soon –the Lamb of God) 
John 13:6 So He ﻿came to Simon Peter. He ﻿said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter.” 8 Peter ﻿*﻿said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter ﻿*﻿said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 

John 13:10-11Jesus ﻿said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

What does this speak of? To me personally (Kay Arthur) the water with the ashes of a red heifer do not speak of my cleansing from sin. Where does my cleansing of sin come from? It’s the picture of the Passover lamb; it’s the picture of the goat on the Day of Atonement. That is when my sins are paid for. What are the ashes of the red heifer to me? They are a picture of what? Our cleansing, our daily cleansing, How am I daily cleansed and kept right with the Lord?  By confession 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Why would the person who burns the ashes become unclean? When Jesus Christ died on the cross for me what did He become? Sin. So I could become what? Clean, so I could have His righteousness. There is a picture here. It is a picture of grace, the grace of God that provides for me cleansing so that, I who am unclean can be made clean. Now listen very carefully. That cleanliness only came if they went through this purifying process on two days… 

Numbers 19: 12‘That one shall purify himself from uncleanness with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and then he will be clean; but if he does not purify himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be clean. 

There was a specific way to be purified. It wasn’t the water or the ashes that made them clean. It was the fact that this is what God instituted. How are you going to be cleansed? Only God’s way. What is God’s way? 1st come to Christ for salvation. Then I am sanctified once and for all. I am set apart for God. But I still sin. When I sin, what do I do? Do I crucify Christ a fresh? No. What He did on the cross was good for all of time. Therefore I look back and take God at His word, and I confess my sins. And I remember that He is faithful and just to forgive me of my sins and cleanse me from all righteousness. If you don’t believe that, then what are you saying to God? You’re despising in a sense the provision that God has made for you. If you go along with the weights of your sin on your back and say that you can’t serve God because of what I was then for heaven sake believe God and except that forgiveness, accept that cleansing. Be cleansed with the washing of the water of the word and remember that Jesus Christ is cleansing His bride. Go forward. Otherwise you are going to be impotent for God when you could know His power and his grace and be a woman or a man mightily used by God.
Numbers 20 : Miriam dies. Aaron dies. Once again the children of Israel come to a no water situation. They cry and assemble themselves against Moses and Aaron. Have you heard this before? 

Past sin
Future sin


Present sin


     Strike the rock    Speak to the rock        Christ dying for all sin
In Exodus 17:6 We have a no water situation. Moses is told by God to strike the rock.

Numbers 20: 8-10“Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.” 9 So Moses took the rod from before the Lord, just as He had commanded him; 10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” 

In Exodus 17and Numbers 20: The people get the water out of the rock. They drink the water out of the rock and the people are satisfied in both incidents. In both of these incidents, these grumbling people who are not believing God, who are challenging God, and coming against the servant of God are still getting water out of the rock. 
What happens in the Numbers 20 incident? Moses strikes the rock. 

God calls Moses and Aaron aside, and what does He say?

Numbers 20: 11-12Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank. 12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.” 

What happened? Moses is almost 120 yrs old. He was born to deliver the children of Israel, to bring them to the Promised Land. One rash act on his part keeps him out of everything that he was headed for and keeps him away from that.
 I (Kay Arthur) was looking at Moses and weeping for him. I didn’t understand that I should have been looking at the rock. What was so bad about it? Was it that he lost his temper? No. It was that he struck the rock a second time, and he didn’t need to. Why? Because the striking of the rock represents the grace of God. When you look at it the first striking of the rock represents Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 10: 4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 

When you and I believe in Jesus Christ we are filled with the Holy Spirit.
John 7:38“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

In this one singular act we have a picture of the grace of God, of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ all of our needs are supplied. Do you strike the rock a second time? No. Should Christ be crucified a second time? No. Is there a need to crucify Him again? His death was sufficient for past, present, and future. What do you do now whenever you have a need? Instead of going back and saying there’s no hope and no help, you go back at Calvary. Look at Jesus; you see that when Jesus died on that tree, He died for you and me.  Therefore in any situation your plea only need be: Jesus, your grace is sufficient for me. There is grace to cover every single situation of life, for every sin, every failure; the grace of God is there. 
That is why Moses could not go into the Promised Land because he did not treat God as Holy; to treat God as Holy is to believe God and to walk and live accordingly.

 I love what Paul said…
1 Corinthians 15:9-11For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

I operated, I labored, and I lived by the grace of God. Not my power but His power in me through grace. This is what we see in Numbers. We see the picture of the grace of God that’s  come in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now will you walk and live in that grace? Will you treat God as holy? Will you believe Him?  If you don’t there remains no more sacrifice for sins. It’s all here; you either believe it or you miss it and lose it.
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