Numbers 21 - 25 - Lesson 5
The Blessing of Being God’s People
Precept Ministries /Kay Arthur
Numbers Lesson 5


Oh the great blessing of being the people of God. I wonder if you know what it means to be blessed with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. I wonder if we understand what it means to be a child of God, what of it means to be part of the people of God.
I (Kay) want to show you the importance of what we are doing, moving through the word of God systematically and how truth builds percept upon percept. 
Genesis 12 - When God called Abram out of the Ur in Chaldeans he told him… Genesis 12:2-3 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

This was the beginning of the nation we call Israel; it was going to be the nation of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

(Mark every reference to blessing and cursing throughout the Bible.)
What we want to do is look at the blessing that God has given to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his descendents; the blessing that He promised here. What we want to see that what God promises, God is able to perform.

Genesis 27 Esau and Jacob are the two sons of Isaac. Jacob was born second, and Esau born first. Yet the promise was made to Jacob. That promise was given him by his stealing it, so to speak. He steals his father’s blessing, and he deceives his father.
Genesis 27:27 So he (Jacob) came close and kissed him (Isaac); and when he smelled the smell of his garments, he blessed him and said, “See, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field which the Lord has blessed; 28 Now may God give you of the dew of heaven, And of the fatness of the earth, And an abundance of grain and new wine; 29 May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you; Be master of your brothers, And may your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, and blessed be those who bless you.” 

If you would continue reading you would see the conflict between Jacob and Esau as a result of Jacob stealing Esau’s blessing. As you go through the scriptures, even earlier he says something very important for us to remember especially in light of today’s lesson. Esau’s name is Edom. So it is from Esau that we get the Edomites, another nation that is formed apart from the nation of Israel.
Genesis 27:41 So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him; and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 

 Esau never killed his brother Jacob and couldn’t kill him because there was a blessing on him. But there was a vengeance in Esau’s heart. There was a reconciliation but that grudge the he bore in his heart was in a sense like the Hatfield’s and McCoy’s. And you know that story. Or like Protestants and Catholics in Ireland.  It is the conflict you see in nations; a national kind of conflict, a grudge that is bore. In the light of that, I want you to see what happens.
Numbers 20 after Moses smites the rock and God has to punish him, Moses goes to Edom and asks Edom if he can pass through their country.

Numbers 20:17  ‘Please let us pass through your land. We will not pass through field or through vineyard; we will not even drink water from a well. We will go along the king’s highway, not turning to the right or left, until we pass through your territory.’ ” 
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1. What they wanted to do was go from Kadesh through Edom and go on the King’s Highway to camp in the plains of Moab and then across the Jordan into the land. This was the shortest route. Edom runs from the Dead Sea down to the tip of the Red sea to a town called  Elath. 
Numbers 20:21Thus Edom refused to allow Israel to pass through his territory; so Israel turned away from him. 22 Now when they set out from Kadesh, the sons of Israel, the whole congregation, came to Mount Hor. (Aaron dies at Mt. Hor.)
Numbers 21:1When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, then he fought against Israel and took some of them captive. 2 So Israel made a vow to the Lord and said, “If You will indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.” 

Watch what is happening. An enemy is coming against them. They are on a journey and they are not able to go by way of Edom. 

1. They have to go all the way down to Elath and go clear over and around Edom. We know from Judges 11 that they are going to have to go around Moab because Moab won’t allow them in either. In the process, they have a battle.

  Numbers 21:3-4 The Lord heard the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites; then they utterly destroyed them and their cities. Thus the name of the place was called Hormah. 4 Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the people became impatient because of the journey. 

Stop here a minute and go to:  This is the story of Jephthah.
Judges 11: 12 Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the sons of Ammon, saying, “What is between you and me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?”

Judges 11:13The king of the sons of Ammon said to the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took away my land when they came up from Egypt, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and the Jordan; therefore, return them peaceably now.” 

 It is so important to get your geography right.
Ammon is just east of the Jordan River and north of the tip of the Dead Sea


Jordan River


Jabbok River
Arnon River

Zerod Brook- southern end of Dead Sea

Judges 11:15 and they said to him, “Thus says Jephthah, ‘Israel did not take away the land of Moab nor the land of the sons of Ammon. 16 ‘For when they came up from Egypt, and Israel went through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh, 17 then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, “Please let us pass through your land,” but the king of Edom would not listen. And they also sent to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh. 

Numbers tells us he talked to Edom, but doesn’t tell us he talked to Moab.  Judges goes on and gives us further insight.

Judges 11:18‘Then they went through the wilderness and around the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came to the east side of the land of Moab, and they camped beyond the Arnon; but they did not enter the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab. 

Judges 11:21‘The Lord, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them; so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 22 ‘So they possessed all the territory of the Amorites, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok, and from the wilderness as far as the Jordan. 

What is the blessing of belonging to God? What is the blessing of being part of the people of God? It is that you have the word of God. God is not a God that can lie. He watches over His word to perform it. What we are seeing as we go back to Numbers, we are seeing a fulfillment of the Scriptures that were given a long time ago.
Genesis 15 – He is giving them a promise, a covenant to give them the land.  He is telling them that they will be strangers in a land (Egypt) that is not theirs for 400 years. Israel begs Edom to be kind to them as they have had it hard in Egypt. Edom says, “No.” So Israel went around Moab and took the land of the Amorites. (from the book of Judges)
Genesis 15:16“Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

If you know the Scriptures and follow them, through this is the time when the inequity of the Amorites is complete because Israel is going to go in.  Israel is about to judge the Amorites. They are about to take this land from the Arnon River up to around the Jabbok. This is where they are going to settle.

As they go on this journey, it is Edom that is giving them a hard way to go; but they are people of God. They are blessed by God. What is the promise of God?  Go to Psalm 60:9.
What is present day Edom? It is part of Jordan today; Edom, Moab and Ammon make up Jordan.

Psalm 60:9 Who will bring me into the besieged city? Who will lead me to Edom? 10 Have not You Yourself, O God, rejected us? And will You not go forth with our armies, O God? 

Psalm 60:8“Moab is My washbowl; Over Edom I shall throw My shoe; Shout loud, O Philistia, because of Me!”  
Edom is going to become a besieged city. Why? 

Psalm 137:7 Remember, O Lord, against the sons of Edom The day of Jerusalem, Who said, “Raze it, raze it To its very foundation.” 

There was a battle. When the people that lived in Edom and Moab once controlled the old city(Jerusalem) and tried to possess it. This land in the future is going to come against Jerusalem and they are going to say raze (to level) that city. This is Edom. The grudge of Esau has been passed down from generation to generation - the grudge that said, “You can’t pass through this land.” So what is God going to do to Edom? I want you to look at Isaiah 34. 
What I want you to see is the faithfulness of God. The children of Israel were going through difficult circumstances.  We go through difficult circumstances.
The fact that Edom would not let Israel pass through the land the fact that they bore in their heart a grudge from generation to generation against the people of God is going to bring this result:
Isaiah 34:2  For the Lord’s indignation is against all the nations, And His wrath against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter. 

Isaiah 34:4And all the host of heaven will wear away, And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the fig tree. 5 For My sword is satiated in heaven, Behold it shall descend for judgment upon Edom And upon the people whom I have devoted to destruction. 6 The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, It is sated with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, With the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 

 We believe that Bozrah is the area where Petra is. So what we see is the future.
Amos 1:11Thus says the Lord, “For three transgressions of Edom and for four I will not revoke its punishment,  Because he pursued his brother with the sword, While he stifled his compassion; His anger also tore continually, And he maintained his fury forever. 

Edom stifled any compassion he should have showed to Israel. Edom’s anger tore at Israel. Because of that, God will not revoke its punishment.  Punishment is coming on the land of Edom. Why? The children of Israel are those blessed of God. 
God said:

Genesis 12:3And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”   The Word of God stands.
Go back to Numbers 21.
Numbers 21:5 The people spoke against God and Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this miserable food.” 

Now they have had food supplied to them every morning. They have had quail when they complained and water which came from the rock. We know that the rock which followed them was Jesus Christ.
For Israel to call that food miserable was terrible. The Hebrew word “miserable” (haqqĕlōqēl, means “worthless, contemptible.”  “This is wretched food.” 

What was that food a picture of? Jesus Christ
 John 6:48-51 “I am the bread of life. 49 “Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 “This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 

We see that the food was a picture of Jesus Christ; it was the manna which will be sent from heaven which was Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 78:23-25Yet He commanded the clouds above And opened the doors of heaven; 24 He rained down manna upon them to eat And gave them food from heaven. 25 Man did eat the bread of angels; He sent them food in abundance. 

What does God do?

Numbers 21:6The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 

They see that they have despised the food of God. They see that God has judged them as a result of their sin. Then what do they see? 

Numbers 21:7So the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against the Lord and you; intercede with the Lord, that He may remove the serpents from us.” And Moses interceded for the people. 

When they cry to God and say, “We have sinned,” what does God do? 

Numbers 21:8Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live.” 

What was God doing? God was showing us the blessedness of belonging to God.
John 3:12“If I (Jesus) told you (Nicodemus) earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 “No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 

 What was He saying? You and I have sinned. We sinned in the fact that we despise God; we would not believe on Him. Then when we realize the awfulness of sin, when our sin hits us, what do we do? Then we acknowledge that we have sinned. God says, “Good, I have made provision for your sin. Here is My Son on the cross. He who believes in Him will never perish.” 
The people that were bitten by the serpent and did not look at the pole, died. But those that looked lived. They lived because they were looking at a picture of Jesus Christ who came to bless you and me, to bless us by giving us eternal life.

As you think of that, let’s go to Galatians and tie all this together. They are saved by faith, not the law.
Galatians 3:6 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 
8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.”  
Remember in Genesis 12, we saw that God had promised Abraham. “I will bless those that bless you and curse those who curse you.”
Galatians 3:9The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 

Now let me ask you a question: Are you of faith? If you are, than what are you? You are blessed of God.
Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.” 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” 

How where these people saved from the bite of the serpent when they were bitten by the serpent? They were only saved in one way, by believing God and doing what one God said, by looking at the serpent on the pole. Then they were saved. What he is saying is… 

Galatians 3:12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”— 

 Why would God liken Jesus Christ to a serpent hanging on a pole? Because Jesus was made to be sin for us. Jesus took the curse of the broken law and disobedience; He was likened to the serpent on the pole.

He took the curse so you, who were cursed, could be blessed. How long does that blessing stand? It stands as long as long as God stands. God abides forever, so we have that promise.

Ephesians 1:3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

We are blessed by God when we recognized that we have been bitten by sin, that we are surely going to die because the wages of sin is death. But when we acknowledge our sin and repent, than what happens? We look onto Jesus then instead of dying and being cursed, I am blessed. And I am blessed because when Christ hung on that cross He took the curse for you and me. As a result of that are blessed by God.
Go to:

Numbers 21:24Then Israel struck him with the edge of the sword, and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the sons of Ammon; for the border of the sons of Ammon was Jazer. 

He is the king of the Amorites. How did he get this possession? The Amorites had conquered the Moabites and taken part of their land. Now what happens? Israel comes up and conquers the Amorites. What do the Moabites think?: The Israelites are going to come after our land. We’ve got to do something about it. 
What does Balak, the king of Moab, do? He calls for a man from Mesopotamia with a very great reputation, a man who is known as a diviner, one who is able to stand and curse and have that curse come to pass. The King of Moab is frightened that he is going to lose his land because the one that just conquered him has been conquered by the Israelites. 
The children of Israel are camping in  the land of the Amorites opposite Jericho on the other side of the Jordon River. 
Numbers 22:5 So he (Balak) sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at Pethor, which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, “Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. (They are living just north of the Arnon River.)
Numbers 22:6“Now, therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he (Balaam) whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”  (Balak knows that he cannot conquer Israel with his own strength because they have just defeated the men that conquered him.)
Balaam is a man with great power. He is able to bless and curse people, and it happens. 

I want you to know that there are many Balaam’s out there today. Some of you are shaking in your boots because you are afraid of them because you want their blessing and you feel if you don’t have their blessing then you don’t have a blessing from God.  You are deceived.
They teach you that a curse is going to come from generation to generation. “A curse is going to come upon you.”  And that’s why you are in trouble because there is a curse upon you. There are many Balaams out there, and you need to recognize them.
Numbers 22:7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balak’s words to him. 

Balaam is a man for hire; money is important to this man.

Numbers 22:9Then God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?” 

God Himself comes to Balaam.  God comes to a man that we know from studying the Word is not a man of God but has power. He talks to God, he has experiences with God, yet a man who is not a man of God. There are people out there who say they talk to God and have this power. What you see is not necessarily from God.

Numbers 22:10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent word to me, 11 ‘Behold, there is a people who came out of Egypt and they cover the surface of the land; now come, curse them for me; perhaps I may be able to fight against them and drive them out.’ ” 12 God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.” 13 So Balaam arose in the morning and said to Balak’s leaders, “Go back to your land, for the Lord has refused to let me go with you.” 

The messengers of Balak go back to their land but then they bring more money. 
When they bring more money, what does Balaam say to them?  Does he tell them that God has already told him that he can’t go with them?  I can’t curse the children of Israel? No, he doesn’t say that.
Numbers 22:19 “Now please, you also stay here tonight, and I will find out what else the Lord will speak to me.” 20 God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.” 

Here is a man, now, that has been told by God, “OK go with them.” But does God really want him to go? 

No, God wants him to be like another Moses, who falls on his knees.  God offers Moses a great nation, and what does Moses say? “No God; Your reputation.” 
When Balaam hears this, what should Balaam have said? “No God, I know who You are, and I know what You say you mean. I know that I can not curse those whom You have blessed. There is no way that I am going to go with them.”
Numbers 22:21 So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his donkey and went with the leaders of Moab. 22 But God was angry because he was going, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in the way as an adversary against him. Now he was riding on his donkey and his two servants were with him. 

   Numbers 22:23-30When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand, the donkey turned off from the way and went into the field; but Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the way. 24 Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path of the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 25 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she pressed herself to the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall, so he struck her again. 26 The angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn to the right hand or the left. 27 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam was angry and struck the donkey with his stick. 28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 Then Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in my hand, I would have killed you by now.” 30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.” 

Balaam should of gone back home.  The Bible tells us in Jude 11; 2 Peter 2:15-16 to be aware of false teachers in our day that are greedy, who are sensual and follow their sensuality, false teachers who malign the way of truth.
 2 Peter 2:15  forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 

This prophet is on his way to do something he knows he shouldn’t be doing. But he is doing it for the love of money. Look at Balaam; you can see that he is a picture of false teachers today.
Balaam gives seven discourses:
 Numbers 23:7 He took up his discourse and said, “From Aram Balak has brought me, Moab’s king from the mountains of the East, ‘Come curse Jacob for me, And come, denounce Israel!’ 8 “How shall I curse whom God has not cursed? And how can I denounce whom the Lord has not denounced? 

You can’t be cursed if God has not cursed you.
Numbers 23:9 “As I see him from the top of the rocks, And I look at him from the hills; Behold, a people who dwells apart, And will not be reckoned among the nations.

Numbers 24:15 He took up his discourse and said, “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, And the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, 16 The oracle of him who hears the words of God, And knows the knowledge of the Most High, Who sees the vision of the Almighty, Falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered. 

Balaam is describing himself. His eyes are open. He has knowledge of the Most High. 2 Peter talks about false prophets, and he says they have a knowledge of the truth and it would have been better not to have known the way of the truth. Balaam knows the truth. His eyes are open; he has heard from God.
Numbers 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth. 

Who is Balaam talking about? He is talking about this One that became a serpent, the One who became sin for you and me, the One who became a curse so you and I might be blessed. He is talking about Him coming, a star from Jacob.

Numbers 24:18 “Edom shall be a possession, Seir, its enemies, also will be a possession, While Israel performs valiantly. 

Balaam just said that Moab is going to be judged, and Edom is going to be judged because this One that was pictured as a serpent on the pole that brought life instead of death. He is star of Jacob, a scepter is going to rule and Israel is going to rule. Israel is different than all the nations because they are a people blessed by God. So here is the prophecy.

You can read the next discourses, but then we come to Numbers 25.

Balaam succeeds in his task. He knows that he can not curse the children of Israel, but he knows he can bring God’s judgment on the children of Israel by getting them to break the commandments of God, by get them to play the harlot, by getting them to go into idolatry.

An Israelite man brings a Midianite woman into his tent in the sight of all the congregation. This is immorality.

Numbers 25:6 Then behold, one of the sons of Israel came and brought to his relatives a Midianite woman, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, while they were weeping at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 

 What happens? A plague breaks out from God. Why? Judgment begins at the house of God. God judges His own people, no one can curse us, but God can judge us.
He is speaking to the church in Pergamum Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 

Balaam couldn’t curse them but Balaam instructed Balak to seduce them, get them to worship your gods because God will judge them. I know God. Get Israel to sleep with your daughters because God will judge them.
When the plague breaks out:

Numbers 25:7 When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he arose from the midst of the congregation and took a spear in his hand, 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and pierced both of them through, the man of Israel and the woman, through the body. So the plague on the sons of Israel was checked. 

You have a man that was jealous for the reputation of God who was not going to be seduced by a false prophet. Phinehas was not going to listen to the false prophet even though he had spoken truth. Phinehas knew his God. Because that young man did that, he caused the whole tribe of Levi to become a covenant tribe, to be blessed again and again and again forever. It was a forever covenant with God. He was jealous for God.

Go back to Numbers: Let’s look at it again.

Numbers 25:7 When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he arose from the midst of the congregation and took a spear in his hand, 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and pierced both of them through, the man of Israel and the woman, through the body. So the plague on the sons of Israel was checked. 

When he did this, he stopped the plague. The reason I (Kay) believe we don’t see more happening in Christdom, the reason we don’t see  a greater holiness, is because you and I, who have the truth, who have the sword (Bible) which is the discerner of the intents of the heart; we have not taken the sword of the word and plunged it into the hearts of those that are living in sin. We have allowed them to live in sin in the church and we haven’t done anything about it because we have not been zealous for the holiness of God. 
I am going to ask you, “Did it take a lot of courage for Phinehas to do what he did?” I think it did. It wasn’t a pretty thing that he had to do.  That was one of his blood brothers (a fellow Jew) and he went in and plunged the spear because he was jealous for the holiness of God. He was saying, “We can not tolerate this. It must be judged.”

 What is happening is that you and I are tolerating it, and the plague continues. It is not easy to stand for truth. It is not easy because we live in a day and age where there is tolerance even in the church of God. In this tolerance what we are saying is that we all belong and we shouldn’t judge. 

We don’t judge. The Word judges. But when I know the word I have to stand by the Word.

That’s what Phinehas did. He stood by the Word.

Numbers 25:10-13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. 12 “Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons of Israel.’ ” 

What are you and I?  We are a kingdom of priests onto God.  Why don’t we start acting like it?
Why don’t we uphold the Word of God? Why don’t we stand fast?

Listen carefully to the last three verses:
Numbers 25:16-18   Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Be hostile to the Midianites and strike them; 18 for they have been hostile to you with their tricks, with which they have deceived you in the affair of Peor and in the affair of Cozbi, the daughter of the leader of Midian, their sister who was slain on the day of the plague because of Peor.” 

God tells us beware of Satan, beware of his tricks, his methods, his devices. Don’t be ignorant

2 Corinthians 11:14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
 - calling himself someone who is speaking for God but deceiving in his disguise as an angel of light.
God desires to present us as a pure virgin, as a chaste virgin (is one that is constantly kept clean with the washing of the water of God’s Word).

Be valiant for the truth. Come alongside those who are standing for righteousness. Speak the truth in love, but speak it. This is what we are not doing so we have a situation of Balaam that is to you and me a picture of what is happening today. God uses Balaam as a picture from way back, before they ever enter the promised land and transporting Balaam to 2 Peter and to Jude and all the way over to Revelation, the last book, warning a church of ungodly people that have creped in, that are like Balaam who for money taught the children to commit acts of immorality and to offer things sacrifices to idols.

 We need to know the Book and live by it.
Through Edom


Around Edom & Moab
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