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What’s missing in our journey with God? It’s obvious that something is missing because the impact that we have as children of God, as church on our culture is really so insignificant. We are just more and more inbreed. We are not really changing the culture, and that is what Christianity should do. So what is it that is missing in our journey with God? Do you think it could possibly be the adaptation of Jesus Christ or God to our culture rather than the adaptation of us to God and to Jesus Christ? 
As we look today at Numbers 26-31, I want us to look at these chapters and see: What do I really learn about God from these chapters? Does my life measure up to these principles and these precepts that I see as God lays out certain commandments and ordinances for His people? Do I really, really measure up?

I am writing a book on marriage. Last night I sent a courier out because I was sick to pick up a book. It was a book that I had read about in US News or Newsweek. It was about Susan Faludi’s book Stiffed.  Now she wrote a book that was a nationally proclaimed best seller called Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women. It was an analysis about the result of the feminist movement and how it back lashed and what it did to our society and to our culture. Then she wrote the book Stiffed: The Betrayal of the American Man about 697 pages. In that book there is a section on Christian men and what happened in Christian men and an analysis of Christian men. As I was reading, I became sick because she was talking about what happened as a result of the Promise Keepers movement and how men went into groups and began to meet, share and open up. In the process of years of study on this subject, one of the things she discovered was almost right down to the core was the fact  that men are in the problem they ‘re in because they haven’t been nurtured by a father. The father was gone or didn’t talk or communicate with them. The father did not take these boys and equipped them for life. These fathers were absent therefore there is a void in their lives. Promise Keepers was helping meet that void. The thing that made me sad and sick was that for a long period of time she joined a group of men who invited her in. She sat in on all their meetings and got to know their families and interviewed them. I don’t think the woman (Susan Faludi) is a believer in Jesus Christ, but she sat in on the meetings. What griped me and made me so sad and so grieved was that these men were doing everything but studying the Bible. They were studying men’s books, but they were not studying The Book. They started in the writings of men and then only back to the Bible to pick out a verse. Now, I am not condemning any Promise Keeper’s movement, but in this particular group that is what they were doing. As I read what they said I thought, “They do not have a proper concept of God. They have a culturalized version of who Jesus Christ is and who God is.” 
It was interesting because after this, she concluded that Christianity of all religions is the least abstract of all of them because it lends itself particularly well to social and domestic issues. In other words, it addresses those things and helps you in those areas.  Then I want to quote her. She said “for centuries men and women have seen in the Christ story a way to give meaning and stability to their secular bonds of family community and state.” Then she points out that the popular expression of Jesus has changed as the world has changes. In other words, as the culture changes so Jesus changes. We adapt Him to our culture. She didn’t say that, but this is what we do. We adapt Him to our culture instead of adapting ourselves to who He is. I believe the reason that we do that is that we don’t know God. We don’t know His ways, and we don’t understand His ways. 
She talked about the cloistered abbots of the high middle ages and how Jesus during that time was often seen as a nursing mother whose breasts flowed with milk of loving kindness. She said Anselm of Canterbury wrote in the 12th century, “Are you not that mother (speaking of God or Jesus) who likes a hen who collects her children under her wings.” Where does that come from? Well, Jesus says “I would have gathered you as a hen gather her chicks.” So that is in a sense understanding that, but here now, there is some reason they are looking at Jesus as mother, as Jesus as nurturer.  Anselm of Canterbury goes on to say, “Truly Master you are a mother.”  
Bernard of Clairvaux wrote: “If you feel the stings of temptation, suck not much the wounds as the breasts of the crucified.” In other words, if you’re tempted don’t suck on your wounds, suck on the breasts of the crucified. “He will be your mother, and you will be His son.” 
Now that was in the high middle ages. You come along into the Victorian Era and woman were  seen but not heard and kept from their husbands and everything was so prim and proper. The only thing women were allowed to publish in those days was not love letters or books to men, but could publish love letters to Christ. They wrote about how they could nestle into Christ and how He would hold their hand, and how they could draw near to Him and snuggle up to Him.

In the 1920’s Bruce Barton wrote a best seller The Man Nobody Knows. This is how he presented Jesus: “He was a successful and a marketing executive who created an organization that won the world on the basis of personal magnetism and the projection of  amazing self assurance and consuming sincerity. Jesus was a popular dinner guest with a hardy laugh, who knew how to make friends and influence people.” You see how the culture adapts Him.
In 1995 and 1996 in the midst of the Promise Keeper’s movement, they were recommending books by this one particular man. One book that they studied said this, “That the secular men’s movement has opened a wound, a father wound. To seek identity in Christ wasn’t so much to be like Christ as to be fathered like He was.” Do you see the adaptation of Jesus Christ? 
What do we need to know? What are we hearing about God? I want to challenge you as we study Numbers and as we study and go into Deuteronomy to think and to examine what you believe and examine what you’re hearing. If you were to describe Jesus today and what it means to be a Christian, how would you do that today?
My husband came in this morning and said so and so is on television and once again his message was, “God wants you rich.” This is the materialistic Jesus of today. You pray to Jesus, you talk to Jesus and Jesus wants you healthy. Jesus wants you wealthy, and Jesus doesn’t want you in trouble. This morning as I was typing up my notes I decided to turn on Christian television. I didn’t even get to Christian television, and they were advertising a book by Robert Tilton How to Pay Your Bills Supernaturally. 
I want us to go to the Torah, to the book of Numbers, one of the five books of Moses. I want us to take Numbers 26-31, and I want us to look at it. There are chapters that in a sense could be boring; but God put these chapters in the Bible. The Bible says:
John21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written. 

God had to select certain things to put in and leave out. The book of Numbers covers 38 years, but Numbers is only 36 chapters long. Why did God include what He included? Why did He want us to know these things? He was writing to a generation that was dying, and to a generation that was going to take over, and then that was it. Or was that it? Were there things He wanted us to know? Were there things He wanted us to understand?
What happens in Numbers 26? He takes another census. You say He’s already taken one in Numbers 1. This morning I got my calculator and started to add, dumb me. I missed the verse where He added it up for me. 
Numbers 26:51 These are those who were numbered of the sons of Israel, 601,730. 

 These are 20 years and above. As you look at this, why is He telling us this? What does He want us to know and understand?  

 Numbers 26:52 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

 53 “Among these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of names.

Numbers 26: 54 “To the larger group you shall increase their inheritance, and to the smaller group you shall diminish their inheritance; each shall be given their inheritance according to those who were numbered of them.

 55 “But the land shall be divided by lot. They shall receive their inheritance according to the names of the tribes of their fathers. 

He lays out that this is the land that I am giving to you. This is the land that I, God, am going to portion to you and not anyone else. I am going to do this by men drawing lots equitably and fairly, but this is the land.

What do you see? You see a truth and you’re going to see this all the way through Numbers about this land. This is the land that God has given. God has divided this land and given it to these people. This is a land that will remain theirs. 

In the year 2000, what are we doing? We are debating about who should have the land of Canaan: “Shouldn’t this portion go to the Palestinians, etc?  What has happened even in Christendom? We forget that God has laid this out. God is the One who has done this. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. He gives it to whomever He pleases.” (Psalm 24:1)
Acts 17:26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation.  Why? Because He is God.
We see again His confirmation.

As we come to the end of Numbers 26:

 Numbers 26:63 These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel (where?) in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 

64 But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 

 Now why wasn’t Aaron helping Moses number these? He was dead at this time.

When they numbered them before, how many were there? 603,548. Now he is saying those men are not included in this numbering.

Numbers 26:65For the Lord had said of them, “They shall surely die in the wilderness.” And not a man was left of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. Those two men who believed Him.

 I want you to see that God stands by His word. Way back in Numbers 14 what did God tell them?

Numbers 14:26 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,

 27 “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.

 28 “Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you;

 29 your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.

 30 ‘Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

What do you see about God? God watches over His Word to perform it. When He passes judgment the judgment is passed.  God is fair. God is equitable, but God does what He says. He means what He says. He watches over His Word. He is not going to change or alter it.

In Numbers 27 you see a debate.

Numbers 27:3 “Our father died in the wilderness, yet he was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the Lord in the company of Korah; but he died in his own sin, and he had no sons.

4 “Why should the name of our father be withdrawn from among his family because he had no son? Give us a possession among our father’s brothers.” 

These are women that are pleading their case. They bring their case before Moses, and Moses takes it to the Lord.  
Numbers 27:8 “Further, you shall speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance to his daughter. 

9 ‘If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers.

 10 ‘If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers.

 11 ‘If his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his nearest relative in his own family, and he shall possess it; and it shall be a statutory ordinance to the sons of Israel, just as the Lord commanded Moses.’ ” 

 In other words, once an inheritance is given to a family or a tribe it stays within that tribe forever and ever. Why? God has portioned it, and that is the way it is going to stay.
Now when you think about this and move it to the New Testament, what do you learn? Do you and I have an inheritance? We don’t have an inheritance in the promised land. The Jews have an inheritance in the land, and that inheritance will continue after Jesus Christ comes. But our home is where? Where is our citizenship? Our citizenship is in heaven. 
Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Philippians 3: 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. 

You and I have an inheritance.

Romans 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
Because I am a child of God, because the Holy Spirit is inside of me, I am an heir of God. I am a joint heir with Jesus Christ. Paul is using terminology that the people can understand. He is speaking to Rome, to the capital of the Roman Empire that is ruling at that time. In those days under Roman law if you were a joint heir, someone could not get his inheritance until the other got his inheritance. We are a joint heir with Jesus Christ. When Jesus gets His inheritance, we will get our inheritance. 
I want you to see that God is in charge. God has laid out for you and me the fact that we have an inheritance. We are not paupers for whom the future holds nothing, but we have an inheritance.
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

That land was reserved for Israel. It was reserved for the families of Israel. It was preserved by God. Israel will have that land as their inheritance because God is God. The land belongs to those whom God gives it to. Just as that land was reserved for Israel, you and I will also get our inheritance.
I want us to see what God says about Moses. Why? We are so quick, in a sense, when someone sins to act as if they have never sinned.  We forget that there is a consequence to our actions.

Numbers 27: 12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up to this mountain of Abarim, and see the land which I have given to the sons of Israel.
 13 “When you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother was;
 14 for in the wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you rebelled against My command to treat Me as holy before their eyes at the water.” (These are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 

 What is He saying? “Go look at the land, but know this: you are not going to have a possession in that land. You are not going into that land, because you had not treated Me as holy.” 

Remember in Numbers 26 that Joshua is going to take over for Moses.
Deuteronomy 3:21 “I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the Lord your God has done to these two kings; so the Lord shall do to all the kingdoms into which you are about to cross. 
22 ‘Do not fear them, for the Lord your God is the one fighting for you.’
 23 “I also pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying, 
Deuteronomy 3:24 ‘O Lord God, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong hand; for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as Yours?
 25 ‘Let me, I pray, cross over and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon.’
 26 “But the Lord was angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me; and the Lord said to me, ‘Enough! Speak to Me no more of this matter. 

Do you see, precious one, the holiness of God? Do you see that we don’t bring God down here to our human level and adapt Him to our culture? We would have said, “Let him go.” And God says, “No, you can not go because in this culture you didn’t treat Me as holy.” Oh beloved, how we need to know the Word and adapt ourselves to God rather than adapting God to the culture. Because when we do, we give a false impression of who God really is. Moses, by not going over, gave them the right impression that God is to be treated as holy in the eyes of the people. May that be your passion and be my passion to treat God as He really is and not adapt Him to our culture.

What’s missing in our journey with God? Could it be the adaptation of God and of Jesus Christ to our culture rather than us to God? As we move from Numbers 27 into 28, 29, 30 and 31, I want to ask a question, “What place does sacrifice have in your vocabulary?” “How much do you hear about discipline and sacrifice when you turn on Christian television?” I am talking broadly. When people stand in the pulpit and speak; when they open the Word of God and when they teach, when you go to men or women’s conference, how much do you hear about sacrifice and discipline? How much do you hear, so to speak, about the cross of Jesus Christ in our life? Or have we so adapted Jesus and God that they exist for our good, that they exist for our happiness, that they exist so we can have a wonderful abundant life, materially, so that we can walk with a good psyche, so that we don’t have anything that is putting us down or anything that causes us to see sin as it really is. How are we living?
Let’s move on:
Numbers 28:1Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be careful to present My offering, My food for My offerings by fire, of a soothing aroma to Me, at their appointed time.’ 

Make your offerings to Me at the appointed time and be very careful to keep them at the appointed time. When you see this, you get a new insight that we didn’t get in Leviticus. Now you are going to see what’s going to go on in the tabernacle, and what’s going to go on in the temple once they get in the land.

Numbers 28:3 “You shall say to them, ‘This is the offering by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: two male lambs one year old without defect as a continual burnt offering every day.

 4 ‘You shall offer the one lamb in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 

5 also a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil.

 6 ‘It is a continual burnt offering which was ordained in Mount Sinai as a soothing aroma, an offering by fire to the Lord. 

So what is going to go on in the temple every day? In the morning a lamb, 1 year old male without defect. Every evening they’re going to end the day offering another lamb. Morning and evening every single day a lamb is going to be offered. Not only are they to offer these two lambs, but I want you to see that each day begins with a sacrifice and ends with a sacrifice. With the rising of the sun (remember Jewish day goes from evening to evening) and with the going down of the sun, there is to be a sacrifice.
Also:
Numbers 28:9 ‘Then on the sabbath day two male lambs one year old without defect, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and its drink offering: 

10 ‘This is the burnt offering of every sabbath in addition to the continual burnt offering and its drink offering. 

11 ‘Then at the beginning of each of your months you shall present a burnt offering to the Lord: two bulls and one ram, seven male lambs one year old without defect; 

 Not only is there a sacrifice every morning and evening but every single Sabbath there is an offering. And the beginning the first day of every single month there is an offering.  
From Numbers 28:16 through Numbers 29 you have an offering at every one of the feasts. What is their spiritual life characterized by? Daily sacrifice. These is a sacrifice to mark the beginning of the month, a sacrifice to mark every single feast. Time was marked by a sacrifice. What is a sacrifice? It is soothing to aroma to God.
What is our life to look like?
You and I are the temple of the Holy Spirit 1 Corinthians 6 tells us that. Ephesians 2 tells us that we are a temple of God. 1Peter tells us we are being built up into a holy temple of God; collectively as a church and individually we are that way also.
In Romans Paul lays out the gospel: that we have sinned and Jesus has died for our sins. We have been united in His death, burial and resurrection. We can live a life of holiness and live a life of sanctification. After he presents the gospel, then he shows us the sovereignty of God in salvation. Then he makes this statement: 

Romans 12:1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world…
 To whom is he speaking? To believers. He is saying, “Do not be conformed to this world.” Down through the ages we have taken God, Jesus Christ, and the gospel and conformed them to the world instead of trying to get the world to conform to the gospel. We adapt it; we don’t talk about sin anymore even in many, many churches.  On this one program this man says that sin is having a poor self image. Now that is not what sin is, and the Bible doesn’t say that. But he has been on the air for years and years, and he has built a church. His whole television ministry is based on the fact of you feeling good about yourself, that you have a good self image and watering down sin. We have adapted God to the culture because we think the culture doesn’t need to hear about sin because they are so wounded. Psychology has learned how to discover what your problem is. But psychology has never gone to the root of the problem, and that is sin. They do not have the ultimate cure and that is the word of God. We have conformed to the world, and Paul warns us:
Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

I have written 36 Christian books. My goal is always to take you to the Word of God. I am currently writing a book on marriage. I have been told there is no book on marriage that walks you through what the Word of God has to say about sex, communication, family and the role of the man and the role of the woman. It may not sell because it’s just Bible, but it is what is needed.
We need to know and to understand that we need to renew our mind. If I am going to renew my mind, I am going to be in the Word of God. If I am going to renew my mind then I am going to take everything I see, everything I proclaim, everything I live by and I am going to bring it into conformity to the Word of God. But I can not do that if I don’t have a renewed mind. If all I am going to read are novels, and the writings of mystics, and the works of man, then  I am never going to know unless I know the word of God. 

What does the Word of God tell me in respect to sacrifice?
 Romans 12:1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

Holy means “set apart,” “devoted to God,” “acceptable to God.” 

Even when you listen to the worship today, you listen to the songs we’re singing, are they focused on His majesty, on His power, and on His greatness or are they focused on me and my sentimental relationship. And “Oh God, do you want to dance with me?”  God wants to make you holy; then He will dance with you.

We need to see, I have to present my body as a living sacrifice. In the Old Testament they had their sacrifices, and we have our sacrifices.
Luke 9:23   And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 

It was a daily sacrifice. You and I are to remember that we are called to the cross daily. 
Paul writes:

1 Corinthians 15:31- I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 

Daily I must sacrifice. Daily I lay myself out for God. Daily I commit myself to Him for whatever He wants.

Hebrews is a book that goes with Numbers and really with the Torah.

Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God… 

How often? Continually. What were the children of Israel doing almost continually? They were murmuring and complaining. They weren’t offering up a sacrifice of praise. They went to the tabernacle and offered up sacrifices, but they murmured. We are to continually offer up a sacrifice of praise. 
What is a sacrifice? Sacrifice means that you are putting something on the altar; sacrifice means something is going to die. If I offer up continually a sacrifice of praise, what it means is that I praise God whether I feel like it or not. I praise God whether it’s what I want or what I don’t want. I praise God simply because He is God, because He is sovereign, He is in control, and because that is my job description. 

Hebrews 13:15 that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 16  And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

What if you got on TV and instead of saying, “This is how you can be rich, and this is how to prosper as a Christian,” you said, “Do you realize as a Christian you have been given the ability to work. The money that you earn gives you the ability to help others that have a need?”  This is what he is saying in Hebrews 13:15-16. Sacrifice is doing good and sharing. How much are we challenged to do good?
In Numbers 28:6:  Remember it was a continual burnt offering to the Lord. What was it to Him? It was a soothing aroma. Is your life a continual burnt offering to the Lord? Is it a soothing aroma to the Lord because you live a life of sacrifice? Is your life a life lived for the Lord because you’re not going to go for popularity, you are going for obedience to the Lord, you’re going to keep yourself under check. You say, “I can’t do this (sin) because my body belongs to God. I have given it to God as a living sacrifice.”
In Numbers 30 we have the Lord’s words regarding vows. He takes 16 verses to tell us the importance of a man’s word.

Numbers 30:2  “If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or takes an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

Do you realize how many young boys there would be that would not feel disappointed or rejected because their father would keep the promises they make? Do you realize how many marriages would stay together because when they walked that isle they made a vow? A vow is very important before the Lord. When you vow a vow you are not to violate the word that goes out of your mouth.
Matthew 5:33“Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not make false vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’

 34 “But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,

 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 

They started saying, “I vow this according to heaven,”” I vow this according to earth,” “I vow this according to the throne of God.” He said, “Don’t do that.”
Matthew 5:36Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.

 37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil. 

All He is saying is, “Be a man of your word; be a woman of your word.” 
Now in Numbers what He shows is the protection of the women by the man. If the women made a vow and her father or husband heard it and if her father or husband negated the vow then she was free from that vow. But if the husband or father heard it and did not negate it then that man was responsible for her keeping it.
Numbers 30:15 “But if he indeed annuls them after he has heard them, then he shall bear her guilt.”
 16 These are the statutes which the Lord commanded Moses, as between a man and his wife, and as between a father and his daughter, while she is in her youth in her father’s house. 

We live in a day and age where we fudge on our words. We live in a society that fudges on their words. We live in a church that fudges on our words.  We need to come down to the point where we say that my yeah will be yeah and my neigh will be neigh. If I make a vow I am going to keep it. If I make a promise, I’m going to fulfill that promise. We are to stand by our word if we’re going to be men and women of God and show who God is.

The Lord speaks to Moses:
Numbers 31:2 “Take full vengeance for the sons of Israel on the Midianites; afterward you will be gathered to your people.”

 3 Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from among you for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the Lord’s vengeance on Midian. 

 Why the Lord’s vengeance on Midian? What have the Midianites done? They had seduced the children of Israel.
Numbers 31:7 So they made war against Midian, just as the Lord had commanded Moses, and they killed every male.
 8 They killed the kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword. 

The men capture the women and bring the women home as captives.
 Numbers 31:14 Moses was angry with the officers of the army, the captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. 

15- And Moses said to them, “Have you spared all the women?

Numbers 31:16 “Behold, these caused the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, so the plague was among the congregation of the Lord. 

What I want us to see is God deals with sin. God deals with sin thoroughly. That’s why He dealt and crucified His son. He dealt with it thoroughly, and He did not spare.

17 “Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known man intimately. 
 In other words, I want you to take your sword and go in there and kill every woman who is not a virgin. I want you to kill every little boy. I want you to put to death those who belongs to the Midianites. That’s God.
We are not going to get a glimpse of the holiness and the righteousness and the justice of God and the purity and lifestyle that He calls us to unless we are in the word of God and going through it precept to precept, learning about what He has to say and observing His character and understanding that we serve a holy and righteous God. That was God’s judgment upon sin. 
So I take you from there to Calvary where a Man who was totally innocent was put to death for you and me. He was made to be sin for you and me because God is holy. God laid out a commandment way back in Genesis… “the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree you shall surely die.” So death passed upon all man but because God is a God of compassion, because God is not willing that any should perish, He didn’t abdicate that law He fulfilled that law. He fulfilled that law by putting to death His son for your sin and my sin.
We need to so desperately to know this God. We need to live in that holiness and righteousness that He calls us to so that our culture sees true Christianity, true godliness lived out in our flesh. Proclaim! We need to uphold the word of God. So just remember as you go through the Old Testament and as you look at these things, watch God. Watch His character; watch how He watches over His word to perform it, watch what is pleasing to Him, watch the picture and then live the life of sacrifice daily. 
Die daily to your way and live for Him daily as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. 
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