Numbers 32-36 – Lesson 7
Lessons From The Past For The Future
Precept Ministries w/ Kay Arthur
Numbers Lesson 7


It was a long hard journey which was very hard on our men. They were building the Burma railway. The Japanese had them doing it. After a particularly hard day, the Japanese they laid out the shovels and started to count them. The Japanese became absolutely furious. There was a shovel missing. They gathered all the men together and lined them all up. As they stood there, the commander with his gun in hand said, “We are missing a shovel. One of you has stolen a shovel. One of you has lost a shovel, buried a shovel or taken a shovel. And I am telling you if you don’t step forward all of you will die.” 
They waited and waited and no man stepped forward. 
He screamed some more, “I am going to kill you all if the one who stole the shovel does not step forward. You are all going to die.”
Finally one of the men stepped forward. The Japanese picked up his rifle, and he began to beat that man in the head. He knocked him to the ground and stomped on him. He beat on him until he was bloody and finally until he was dead. 
When they got back to the camp that night and they were putting up the shovels, they recounted them and found out that not one shovel was missing.
Why would that young man step forward knowing that he was going to die? Why would he lay down his life for the others when the shovel was not missing? It was not his shovel. Why would he do that? It was because he remembered a story. A story that carried him on his journey,  a story that gave him strength, a story that gave him the courage to step forward and die so that his fellow soldiers would not have to die. What was the story? It was the story of the Kinsmen Redeemer. He knew that the minute that he died, he would be in His presence. He knew that he would hear, “Well done.” 

Life is a journey, and life is a long, hard journey. Life is a journey that we need to make remembering our connection to the past and what awaits us in the future.  What is Numbers about? About a journey, a group of people called by God, a covenant people setting out on a journey, a journey that would take them out of the land of Egypt and eventually take them to Kadesh- Barnea where God was going to take them into the land. But because of their unbelief and because they would not honor Him as God and worship Him as God, then God took them down into the Sinai. Eventually He would bring them back up. Now as we look at the book of Numbers, the journey has ended. The children of Israel are camped opposite the Jordan River, opposite Jericho. They are camped there waiting to go into the land. 
Let’s look at this journey. Let’s look at what happens in these final chapters of Numbers as they prepare to go into the land. What is God doing? What does He want them to know? 
Numbers 1-25 

 The First Generation
1.  The account of the first generation of Israelites out of the land of Egypt
2. A census of those people 

a.  Every man 20 years and above was numbered, men who could go to war. It was 603,550.
Numbers is an account of a journey that lasted a total of 40 years. It is an “in the desert book.”
Hebrew name for Numbers “bamidbar,” journey through a desert
It is a book that shows the importance of worshipping God. When I talk about worshiping God, I mean honoring God for who He is and worshiping Him the proper way. 
It is a book with lessons of life for us. Those lessons do not stop until you get to the end of the book.
When you look at the 1st part, the first generation, what characterizes that first generation? It’s grumbling and unbelief. You know it is in Numbers 12-14 that they come to their pinnacle of unbelief when God brings them to Kadesh-Barnea and they send in the spies to spy out the land. They come back and say it IS a land that flows with milk and honey, but that there are giants in the land.  God says, to those people, “Why do you spurn Me?” In Numbers 14 He uses that word (spurn) two times.  “Why do you not believe Me?” Why are the spies causing discouragement to come upon your brothers by bringing a bad report?” Consequently He tells them that those 20+ y/o will die in the wilderness. He immediately kills the 10 spies by bringing a plague. He preserves Joshua and Caleb.
 Numbers 26-36
  The Second Generation
1. Begins with a renumbering of men 20+ y/o, because the first men have died off.

2. Camping in the plains of Moab, opposite Jericho, and preparing to go into the land.

The second generation does not need to become a victim of the past. The future that we have given you (speaking to students in audience), the one you are about to inherit is a lousy future. Our country has gone down morally. We have lost our worship of God. We no longer fear Him, and we no longer respect Him. You are stepping into an age where the finances are very good right now, but everything else is in trouble and God is going to judge America. So what is your future? Is it to continue in that downward spiral that we are taking our country in? No, that should not be your future. Your future doesn’t have to be like our future; you can go forward and change the future. 

We don’t have to be victims of the past. We can be creators of the future.

 This is the message of Numbers 32-36. A message that is there for us, it is our hope if we listen to God and worship God as God.

What happens in Numbers 32? 

Numbers 32 doesn’t seem like a very significant chapter until you dig into it and watch what Moses is doing. The tribe of Reuben and the tribe of Gad come to Moses and in essence what they say is

 “We have lots of livestock and our livestock would do so well in this area (by river Jordan). We don’t want to cross over the Jordan. They have conquered the king of Amorites and the king of Og so they have this land. The enemy has been driven out so they posses this land. They say, “This is where we want to stay.” As they say that to Moses, watch what Moses says to them and notice what they DO not say.  They don’t say, “We want to live over here, but we know it is a time of war and we know you are going in and battle the enemy so don’t worry. We will go across the Jordan with you, and then we will come back.” They never say that. All they say is, “Look, this is good territory, good for our livestock. We don’t want to cross over.” Watch what Moses does:
Numbers 32:6  But Moses said to the sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to war while you yourselves sit here? 

In other words, look we are all in this together. You mean to say you will sit here while your brothers go to war? I love this verse; in essence it says there is no retirement in the time of war. If there is a war, you and I are to be on the front lines. I want you to know that there is a war, and you need to be on the front lines.

Numbers 32:7 “Now why are you discouraging the sons of Israel from crossing over into the land which the Lord has given them? 

Look at the word “discouraging.” It literally means this: Why are you restraining the hearts of your brothers? Why, by your behavior, are you causing them to draw back because you don’t want to go forward?

Numbers 32:8“This is what your fathers did when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 

9 “For when they went up to the valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the sons of Israel so that they did not go into the land which the Lord had given them. 

 Now what is Moses doing? As Moses begins to deal with them, he is connecting the past. What he is doing is taking the younger generation and connecting them to the people of the past. He says, “I want you to learn a lesson from the past.” Is what Moses doing biblical? It is very biblical.

Romans 15:1 Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. 

The young man that stepped forward that had not stolen the shovel, what was he doing? He was strong. He knew where he was going. He knew that being absent from the body was to be present with the Lord. He laid down his life for the sake of the others. He bore the weakness of the other people.

 Romans 15:3For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.”

 4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

What does God say to this new generation? There is hope. You don’t have to follow the pattern of the past. But before you see that hope, let me tell you so you can learn a lesson from the past.

1 Corinthians 10 quotes so many incidents from Numbers.

1 Corinthians 10:6  Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 

In other the words, the past is to be an example to us. We are to learn from the past. This is what Moses is doing in Numbers 32. He has this new generation going in. He has this new generation being discouraged by those who wanted to stay east of the Jordan. He is saying, “This is the land (Promised Land) that the Lord has given you. This is the land that He promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as an everlasting possession.  You are going to stay over here and your brothers are going over there (to Promised Land) and going to war? You will discourage them. Listen to me; don’t you remember what happened at Kadesh-Barnea?” Listen and learn the lesson. 
God connects us with the past.

Psalm 78:5 For He established a testimony in Jacob And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers That they should teach them to their children,

 6 That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, That they may arise and tell them to their children,

 7 That they should put their confidence in God And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments,

 8 And not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not prepare its heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

You have got to make that connection with the past.

Numbers 32:10 “So the Lord’s anger burned in that day, and He swore, saying,

 11 ‘None of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob; for they did not follow Me fully, 

That young man on the Burma railway that stepped forward and laid down his life for others, followed Jesus Christ fully. He understood that the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life as ransom for many. And this is what he did. Greater love has no man than this, than he lay down his life for his friends. 

Numbers 32:13 “So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until the entire generation of those who had done evil in the sight of the Lord was destroyed. 
14 “Now behold, you have risen up in your fathers’ place (a new generation), a brood of sinful men, to add still more to the burning anger of the Lord against Israel. 

Look, you are doing the same thing that your fathers did by saying you want to stay over here (by Jordan River) and not go into the Promised Land.
Numbers 32:15  “For if you turn away from following Him, He will once more abandon them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all these people.” 

Now who did not turn away from following Him? Who followed God fully? Joshua and Caleb

Numbers 32:16 Then they came near to him and said, “We will build here sheepfolds for our livestock and cities for our little ones; 

They heard the message; they had an ambition and a goal. So what did Moses do? He took that new generation, and he connected them with the past. He said, “Don’t you do that. You learn your lesson.

You learn what they did.” Just as God tells us when we study the Old Testament, we are studying things that will instruct us, encourage us, things that will enable us to live life. We look at those people and how they lived. We look at God and what God did with them: how God blessed them when they obeyed Him and how He smote them and judged them when they disobeyed. Moses says, “Now do you see that connection to the past?”  Through connecting them to the past, he pulls them over and puts them in a state of obedience. They come forward, and they say, “We will go to war.”

Numbers 32:20 So Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will arm yourselves before the Lord for the war,

 21 and all of you armed men cross over the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven His enemies out from before Him,

 22 and the land is subdued before the Lord, then afterward you shall return and be free of obligation toward the Lord and toward Israel, and this land shall be yours for a possession before the Lord.

If you learn your lesson, if you come over, if you do not discourage the rest of Israel, if you go to war and arm your men for war, and if you stay with us until we conquer this land then you have the freedom to go back there. When they go back, there are 2-1/2 tribes on the east of the Jordan and 9-1/2 Tribes on the west of the Jordan. Let’s put them in. 
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Half Tribe of Manassah: half on the east and half on the west of the Jordan. If you ever go to Israel with us you will see Gilead, and it is absolutely beautiful.

Gad possessed
North of Arnon River 

Tribe of Reuben

What do you do as you look at the future, as you consider your future?  Consider this: you don’t have to be a victim of the past but a creator of the future.
To be a creator of the future:

1. Connect with the past- understand the past. Learn the lessons from history 

2. When others are facing a battle and you don’t go to the front with them, you discourage them. In other words, if there is a war going on, and you’re not doing anything or saying anything.
What battles are going on in the USA? There is a battle for morality. There is a battle for life. What about abortion? 39 million children that have been aborted. You don’t kill a child in its mother’s womb: 
Exodus 34:26 “You shall bring the very first of the first fruits of your soil into the house of the Lord your God. “You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.” 

What about those who have been aborted? Have we stayed in the back? Yes, our generation has.  We did not go to war. We did not fight the battle. We did not stand for God. Some did but all of us did not unit. Instead we liked it on the “other side of the Jordan.” It was easier on the other side of the Jordan. We had plenty and all that we needed, so we didn’t go to war. Because we didn’t go to war, the younger generation is going to have to go to war.  You know this, that when you see somebody in the front lines you don’t stand in the back drinking coffee. 
I can’t remember the movie I saw but a man was to go to the front with a message. He stopped, and they said to him, “Oh, get a cup of coffee before you go to the front and take them that message.” So he sat down drank a cup a coffee. When he got to the front, they had all been killed because he delayed along the way.
3. To follow your fathers who sinned is sin.

You don’t have to be like your parents if they are ungodly. You do not have to say, “This is my heritage, and there is no hope for me.”
4.Arm yourself for war. 


There is no retirement in the time of war. It’s a journey, but there is victory at the end.
What is happening in Numbers 33?

Numbers 33 - an account of the journey of the children of Israel.
Numbers 33:2   Moses recorded their starting places according to their journeys by the command of the Lord, and these are their journeys according to their starting places.

 3 They journeyed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the next day after the Passover the sons of Israel started out boldly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 

You and I know from studying Numbers that they start out boldly but that is not how they continue. They end up grumbling and end up missing God’s Promised Land.
Numbers 33 as we bring this chapter to the end, we find Moses not pointing to the past as he has in Numbers 32 but now he is pointing them to the future. He has two things that he wants them to see in regards to the future.

 Watch the verbs and mark the verbs. 
1) Numbers 33:50  Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho, saying,

 51 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan,

 52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their figured stones, and destroy all their molten images and demolish all their high places;

 53 and you shall take possession of the land and live in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 

54 ‘You shall inherit the land by lot according to your families; to the larger you shall give more inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give less inheritance. Wherever the lot falls to anyone,  that shall be his. You shall inherit according to the tribes of your fathers. 

What is Moses saying? You 9-1/2 tribes are going into heathen territory. You are going into a land where people are worshiping other gods. If you want to succeed in this land you need to destroy all these figured stones. You need to destroy all these molten images. You need to demolish these high places where they are worshiping these gods. Because if you don’t, this is what is going to happen:
2) Numbers 33:55  ‘But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those whom you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land in which you live. 

56 ‘And as I plan to do to them, so I will do to you.’ ” 

 In other words,  if you do not obey Me and drive them out, which is what I have planned for you to do, and then I will have to drive you out.

In the following scriptures is a recounting of the history for the children of Israel so they will remember these things; in remembering these things they will live according to the lessons they learned.

 Psalm 78 & Psalm 106 recounting of the history for the children of Israel so they will remember these things and live according to the lessons learned.
Psalm 106:34  They did not destroy the peoples, As the Lord commanded them,

 35 But they mingled with the nations And learned their practices, 

Now what happened with Balaam? How did Balaam get God to bring a plague upon His people?  Numbers 22-25 Balaam got the children of Israel to commit adultery with the Midianites and to worship their gods (idolatry). God had to judge them.
Psalm 106:35 But they mingled with the nations And learned their practices,

 36 And served their idols, Which became a snare to them.

 37 They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons and shed innocent blood, 

 Isn’t that what we are doing with abortion today? We are shedding innocent blood.
  Did you see the picture where they were operating on this child that was hydrocephalic? Here is this womb that is exposed and here comes this little hand that comes out of that womb, this tiny little hand and grabs the finger of the doctor. That’s what we are killing -  a hand that is looking for another hand, a hand that is going to connect him to a future. not something that’s going to get stuck up in that womb and go around like a knife to kill the child, but a little hand that is grabbing the finger of another hand that can give him life. You know what? The child was born, and there is no sign right now of the hydrocephalus, a condition of that brain. That child is in therapy and that child lives. 
What did these people do?
Psalm 106:38 And shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons and their daughters, Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; And the land polluted with the blood.
39 Thus they became unclean in their practices, And played the harlot in their deeds.

40 Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against His people, And He abhorred His inheritance.

41 Then He gave them into the hand of the nations, And those who hated them ruled over them.

What do you see? You see God doing exactly what they said. Because what happened? For a while this new generation connected with the past. They went in under Joshua’s leadership, and they took the land. But what happened was there arose another generation (Book of Judges) that did not know Joshua, that did not know the elders. And listen, they (Judges generation) did not know war. This generation that followed Joshua’s generation did not know the elders and did not know war. Because this generation did not drive out the inhabitance of the land as Joshua’s generation did, what do we have? We have a generation in the book of Judges that lives in a cycle of defeat for 400 years. They sin. God sells them into slavery. They cry out to the Lord. God raises up a judge and frees the people hearing their cries. They go back and sin again. They go through this cycle for 400 years when all they would have had to do is connect with the past all the way and understand it. If they would have listened to what God had commanded them to do, they would not have lived in the cycle of defeat for 400 years. Somewhere along the line there has to arise a generation like the young man I used as an illustration on the Burma Road. A young man that stepped forward in essence was saying I stole the shovel. Don’t kill these people kill me instead even when he didn’t steal the shovel. We need a generation that are studying the word of God, that know the word of God from the beginning and are not going to turn to the right or turn to the left but will be strong and courageous as God commands Joshua in Joshua 1.
3. There is to be no compromise.

Numbers 33:50-54 see above

4. There is a consequence if you disobey.

Numbers 33:55 ‘But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those whom you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land in which you live.

 56 ‘And as I plan to do to them, so I will do to you.’ ” 

So as you walk on your journey, you have to remember the 4 points given above.
What do we see in Numbers 34 when we come to the end of this book? We see the borders for these 9-1/2 tribes. He lays out the borders very clearly. He lays out the southern and northern borders and then He lays out the eastern border after telling them that their western border will be the Mediterranean Sea. But watch. When you understand God’s Word, I want you to see something that is so neat.


Numbers 34:10 ‘For your eastern border you shall also draw a line from Hazar-enan to Shepham,
 11 and the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain; and the border shall go down and reach to the slope on the east side of the Sea of Chinnereth. 

Syria says, “No, the west side belongs to us.  The Jews took it away from us.”

 The Jews didn’t take it away from them, God gave it to them. So when you look at the battle on Golan Heights, here is the answer.  The Golan Heights belong to Israel.
You connect your generation to the past and you know that this is what God says and so then you go to war so to speak and you stand in essence you write your Congressman and you say, “Listen Mr. (Ms) Congressman we are to be for Israel and this is why God says we are to be for Israel. And by the way, Mr. (Ms) Congressman, I just want you to know when you get into this debate you are going to be fighting God, Mr. (Ms) Senator, if you don’t support what God has said. We know where the border goes. We know the Golan Heights belongs to Israel, and we know that whole bit around the sea belongs to Israel simply because of these verses.
Numbers 34:12  ‘And the border shall go down to the Jordan and its termination shall be at the Salt Sea. This shall be your land according to its borders all around.’
 ” 13 So Moses commanded the sons of Israel, saying, “This is the land that you are to apportion by lot among you as a possession, which the Lord has commanded to give to the nine and a half tribes. 

   In Numbers 34 we see the borders of the land.
What do we see in Numbers 35?
Numbers 35:34‘You shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the Lord am dwelling in the midst of the sons of Israel.’ ” 

Whose land is this? It’s God’s. It’s called the Holy Land. God refers to it in the holy land in:
Psalm 78:54  So He brought them to His holy land, To this hill country which His right hand had gained. 

This is the land that God set apart, the land that God portioned; this is the land where God dwells. Now reason with me, what is Numbers 35 about? It is about a kinsman redeemer (blood avenger), the goel.

Numbers 35:19 ‘The blood avenger himself shall put the murderer to death; he shall put him to death when he meets him. 

 

goel or gaal- “avenger”
Haddam or dam- “blood”
 What is God going to show us in this chapter? This is His land where He is going to dwell. Because He is going to dwell there, the land is not to be polluted. What pollutes the land? Blood pollutes the land. What blood? The blood of the people they killed when they went into the land? No, because they were called to go to war; they were called to destroy them and put the enemy to death. It was God’s judgment.

But here, instead, He is talking about the blood of a brother; He is talking about somebody who has murdered a person in a personal vendetta. Numbers 35 we have an account of cities of refuge:

Numbers 35:6     “The cities which you shall give to the Levites shall be the six cities of refuge, which you shall give for the manslayer to flee to; and in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities. 

Numbers 35:15  ‘These six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien and for the sojourner among them; that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there. 

The Bible does not say “thou shall not kill” in the Ten Commandments. It says “thou shall not murder” 

Numbers 35:16 ‘But if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

 17 ‘If he struck him down with a stone in the hand, by which he will die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 

18 ‘Or if he struck him with a wooden object in the hand, by which he might die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 

The murdered shall be put to death because blood pollutes the land; innocent blood pollutes the land. 
Now what did you see in Psalm 106 when they took their children and offered them on the altars of sacrifice? The blood of those children polluted the land? What is every abortionist? He is a murderer. 39 million children have been murdered because our generation did not go war. We did not stand up. We did not let our voice be heard in a proper way. Instead we let a few fight the battle and the battle wasn’t won, was it?  Now the blood is polluting our land. 
As you look at this I want you come down and see verse 29.
Numbers 35:29‘These things shall be for a statutory ordinance to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

 This is to carry on from generation to generation. So the commandment given by God in Genesis 6 about the sanctity of life and a murderer being put to death, carries from generation to generation.

Numbers 35:30 ‘If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness.

 31 ‘Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death.

 32 ‘You shall not take ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to live in the land before the death of the priest. 

33 ‘So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 

As we look at this, where does it all point? If we would go back to:
Leviticus 25:23 ‘The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me. 

24 ‘Thus for every piece of your property, you are to provide for the redemption of the land. 

25 ‘If a fellow countryman of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has sold. 

26 ‘Or in case a man has no kinsman, but so recovers his means as to find sufficient for its redemption, 

27 then he shall calculate the years since its sale and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and so return to his property.

 28 ‘But if he has not found sufficient means to get it back for himself, then what he has sold shall remain in the hands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee; but at the jubilee it shall revert, that he may return to his property. 

In Leviticus you see there is a kinsman that is to be a redeemer. Everyone has a family member, and we are not born isolated into this world. So what do you do if you have a family member and that member has been given land (remember that land has been portioned out) and that man becomes poor and moves off the land. Then you have a kinsman that comes in and redeems the land because that land is to stay within the family.
 Alright, so you have the land that is to stay with the family. But what if a kinsman comes along and sells himself because he is poor and becomes a slave? Then another kinsman is to redeem him. He is not to remain a slave forever. So in Leviticus you find a kinsman. We call him a kinsman redeemer. He is someone who comes along and redeems the land for the people, someone who comes along and redeems them out of slavery. Then in Numbers 35 what do you see? A kinsman comes along and becomes the blood avenger.  All of this is laid down in the past. It is recorded and is connected from generation to generation. There is a picture here, a picture of our Kinsmen Redeemer. Because what we see is that God tells them in the Psalms as He gives the history, that He laid aside Joseph and Manassah and He rose up the tribe of Judah and He chose Jerusalem and He chose David. Then in the New Testament what do we have? We have a baby born of the seed of David, born of the seed of Abraham, born of the seed of a woman, born physically of a woman.  We see Jesus becoming flesh and dwelling among us. We see our Kinsman Redeemer taking on flesh and blood, tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin. We see all of us condemned to die and our Kinsman Redeemer steps forth and He dies in our stead. What does that Kinsman Redeemer do? He pays the price. He redeems us out of slavery so we are no longer slaves to sin, so we are no longer in bondage. He redeems us out of slavery and then what does He do? He promises Israel - that’s the land that God gave Me and I am going to get back your land. But He also acts as the blood avenger. So what do you have? You have the first coming when He redeems us from slavery to sin. At His second coming, Jesus will step up to the throne of God. He will take the title dead (scroll) to the earth out of the right hand of God. He will break the seals on the scroll and He redeems this earth that was given to the devil, the prince of this world. Jesus redeems it back. He is our blood avenger. Every single human being that has ever come against His people and has not been saved, He puts to death, to eternal death in the lake of fire where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched. 
You and I, precious ones, in this picture have history to connect us to the past. We have a hope of the future.   The one thing that ties us all together is the fact that you and I have a Kinsman Redeemer. We have One that did far more than that young man on the Burma Railway. We have One that stepped forward and not only died for us but redeemed for us everything that we lost when we sinned. 
Now that’s the journey that He lays out for them. He lays this journey out and says you are camped here (east side of Jordan River) and you are going to go here (Promised Land). I want you to know something. I want you to arm yourselves for war. But I want to assure you of this: the victory is yours, precious one, if you will believe Me and obey Me.” 
So you and I have a journey that is laid out before us. The question is: how are you going to walk that journey? Are you going to walk it as a hero of the faith? Are you going to walk it anchored in truth understanding God and understanding what God is all about and what it means to obey Him? Are we going to learn lessons from this? Are we going to move forward as valiant warriors in these next days? Are we going to know our God? 
Daniel 11:32b but the people who know their God will display strength and take action. 

So here is the next generation. So what are you going to do with that which is before you? You don’t have to be hampered with the past. You can create your future by simply believing God. That’s what we have to do.
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