DEUTERONOMY – LESSON 8
“Whatever Your Predicament, Today’s the Day of Your Salvation”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


Today [Listen carefully!], today you stand before the Lord.  Whatever your predicament, whatever your dilemma, whatever your trial, whatever your temptation, precious one, today, if you will listen, is the day of your salvation.  Today is the day of your salvation in this situation--IF you will do what God has said.  The past may have been rough, and I am sure that there are lessons that you can learn from the past.  But as God said to Israel, so He says to you today, “Today—if you will choose to believe Him, today—if you will choose to obey Him, today—if you will choose to honor God as God, to fear Him as God, to respect Him as God, God will bless you.”


Open your Bibles to Deuteronomy 29.  As you do, I want to remind you of a Scripture that God gave to Israel in Jeremiah 29:11, when they were being told that they were about to go into captivity, when they were being told that the city was going to be besieged, when they were being told the calamities that were going to come upon them, in the midst of all this, as Jeremiah went around as a singular prophet, giving the message of God while all the other prophets were saying, “Peace, peace!”, Jeremiah spoke for God, and Jeremiah said to the people, (Jer. 29:11) “‘I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’”  [He is saying this to them on the brink of the fact that He is about to judge them, that He is about to chasten His people.  Yet, in the midst of that, he takes them all the way to a distant future, and He says, “I want you to know that even in the midst of this judgment, even in the midst of this difficulty, I have plans for you.  I know what those plans are.  I have plans for you for welfare and not for calamity, to give you a future and to give you hope.  I hope just want you to know that whatever your predicament today, if you will listen to God, if you will obey God, if you will become a child of God (if you are not) or if you are a child of God and you will walk in His ways and cling to Him, as Jeremiah 13:11, “as the waistband clings to the waist of a man”, then He will make you (eventually) a people, a person, a man, a woman, a teenager, for praise and honor and renown and glory at His appearing.]

In Deut. 29:10, he is on the east side of the Jordan (remember that), they are getting ready to enter into the land, to possess their possessions, to take the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for an everlasting possession.  As Moses speaks to them, he says, (10) “You stand today (and I want you to get that word “today”), all of you, before the Lord your god:  your chiefs, your tribes, your elders and your officers, even all the men of Israel, (11) your little ones, your wives, and the alien who is within your camps, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your water, (12) that you may enter into the covenant with the Lord your God, and into His oath, which the Lord your God is making with you today,”  [He is making with you an oath; He is making with you a covenant, in order that (and I would under line it)] (13) “in order that He may establish you today as His people and He may be your God, just as He spoke to you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  (14) Now not with you alone am I making this covenant and this oath, (15) but both with those who stand here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God and with those who are not with us here today.”  [He is saying, “I am not just making it with you, but I am making it with future generations.  I am making it with all of you that are going to hear My words and are going to enter into this covenant and do what I tell you to do.’

As He does this, he says, “O.K., the time has come.  Today is the day.  You are standing here; I have made a covenant with you, and you are entering into this covenant.”  But as soon as He says this, He gives them a warning.  Today God has a warning for you and for me, also, even as He had for them.  Let’s look at this warning, in v. 17.  He is talking about the abominations that were committed in the land of Egypt.  “Moreover, you have seen their abominations and their idols of wood, stone, silver, and gold, which they had with them); (18) lest there shall be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; lest there shall be among you a root bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood.”  [In other word, He is saying, “Look, here you are.  You are all the people.  We are standing before the Lord today.  Watch out that there is not a one standing among you that is like a poisonous root that will say in his heart, “Those curses are not going to come upon us.  It really doesn’t matter what God says.  I am going to do what I want to do, and I am going to go after any god I want to go after.”  He says, “Be careful of those among you, and watch very carefully for anyone that would say something like this.”]

Let’s look at it, and let’s read it right here in the Scripture, so that you can see what that person might say.  (19) “‘I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land with the dry.’”  [In other words, “Listen, I know that is what you think God is saying.  And I know, bless your peon hearts, that you are standing there and you are trembling.  But I want you to know that you do not have to be like that. I have peace, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart.  It is O.K.  I am going to do my own thing, but don’t worry about me.  I have peace.”]  Then he says, (20) “The Lord shall never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will burn against that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him, and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven.  (21) Then the Lord will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant which are written in this book of the law.”  

What is he saying?  He is saying, “Listen, you can be listening to this, you can be hearing what God is saying right now.  You can be hearing the word of God, and say, ‘It doesn’t bother me.  I am sure that is not what God is like.  I have my own version of God, and I am sure that I am right.  You can have your version; I will have my version.  I don’t think these curses are going to come on me, because, you see, God is a God of love, and God would never do that to anyone.  You just really don’t understand God.  But if that is the way you want to go, then you go that way.  But for me, I walk the way my heart tells me to walk.”  God wants them know today, as you stand here with all these people, I want you to know that I am God.  I am God, and if this is the attitude of your heart, you can know that I am against you, and I am going to bring adversity against you, and because you won’t come My way, I am going to blot your name from out from under heaven.”  In other words, “You will never know life.  You will never know eternal life.  You will be constantly, continually, forever, eternally damned!  Because I am God.”  God is very serious about the covenants He makes, and God is very serious about the covenants that we make.  Here he says that God will judge them.

In Deut. 29:22, watch what he says.  “Now the generation to come, your sons who rise up after you and the foreigner who comes from a distant land, when they see the plagues of the land and the diseases with which the Lord has afflicted it, will say, (23) ‘All its land is brimstone and salt, a burning waste. Unsown and unproductive, and no grass grows in it, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and in His wrath.  (24) And all the nations shall say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land?  Why this great outburst of anger?’”  [I wish you could see the pictures of those that began to make aliya, the pictures of those that just before World War II burst forth, and Hitler decided to get rid of all the Jews.  I wish you could see the pictures that they took of the land that they returned to, and see how it was just as God described it here.  “A waste like Sodom and Gomorrah, nothing growing in it—just stones all over the place, and hard, hard dirt.  And malaria—and swamps!  What was it like?  Why was it like that?  This was God’s land; God gave it to Israel.  It was like that because they disobeyed, because they broke the covenant.  So the nations are going to ask, “Why is it like this?  Why would the Lord have such an outburst of anger?  I don’t understand this.”  

Then the answer would come, and this is an answer that I want you to see and remember, because it gives us an even deeper explanation of the truths that are to follow.  (29) “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”  [You say, “I don’t know why (if God is God) He just doesn’t intervene in the Middle East.  I don’t know why God doesn’t just put all the nations in the place.  I don’t know why God allows Israel to suffer so.  Where was God during the holocaust?  Where was God during the crusades?  I don’t understand all of this.”  I want to tell you, I don’t understand it all either, totally.  And there are a multitude of Jews that do not understand it.  But I want you to know that I do understand what God has revealed, and I do know that God had set just before this, in Deut. 28, blessings and cursings, life and death, and they had a choice.  He laid it out very clearly what would come to pass.  I don’t understand all those things; God has not explained them to me.  And He hasn’t explained them to others, because “the secrets of the Lord our God belong to Him, but the things revealed belong to us.”  All I know is that there enough in this book to explain to me why God has done what He has.  Not necessarily why He has waited—not necessarily why He has not intervened, but I know that the secret things belong to Him.  And I trust Him.
After He does this, I want us to see, in Deuteronomy 30, the blessing of a curse.  Maybe God has judged you.  Maybe God has had to take you to the woodshed.  Maybe He has chastened you, as Hebrews talks about, because “whom the Lord loves, He chastens, and He scourges every son whom He receives.”  Maybe you have felt the stinging hand of God’s judgment.  Have you ever felt the stinging hand of God’s judgment?  Have you ever felt the divine paddle in the divine woodshed?  Yes.  So you know that you did what was wrong; you knew that you didn’t have God’s permission; you knew that you didn’t have His blessing.  And yet, you did it anyway.  You knew that there was a line drawn there, a line of obedience.  The word was clear, but what you did (because you so desired it, because you so wanted it, because you did not consider your future), you simply stepped over the line, and you did what you wanted to do.  Listen, you cannot do that with God and get away with it.  The Bible says, “Be sure your sins will find you out.”  

So what do you do?  Is there any hope?  Is there any future?  Let’s look at the blessing of a curse in Deut. 30:1.  “So it shall be when all these things come have come upon you, the blessing” [What comes first?  The blessing.] “and the curse which I have set which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the Lord your God has banished you, (2) and you return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons, (3) then (I would circle the “then”) the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again (and I would put a circle around “again”) from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.”  [What is He saying?  He is saying, “When you have experienced the blessings, and then you have experienced the curse as a nation, because you have been disobedient to God, and God has taken you out of the land of Israel, and God has scattered you, and God has put you in these nations as part of His judgment, and you recall to your mind what God said—the blessings and the curses, and the fact that you have been disobedient, and the fact that you have broken a covenant—when you recall these things to mind, and you cry out to the Lord, then the Lord will move on your behalf.  And He will restore you again to your land.  
Again to your land?  How many times were they dispersed out of their land?  They were dispersed in 586 B.C., under the Babylonians they were finally all gone out of the land, and they were scattered into the nations.  But 70 years later, even as Jeremiah the prophet promised, they returned to the land.  And they were in the land from that time, from the days of Ezra, the days of Nehemiah in the Bible, all the way through the days of Jesus Christ.  But Jesus Christ, when He came, warned them.  He said, “When you see Israel encompassed about by the enemy, then let those that are here run and flee.  There is another day of dispersion coming.”  That happened in 70 A.D., when Titus the Roman general came down and besieged Jerusalem again.  Eventually they were scattered.  Here is a prophecy—not watch—a prophecy that goes beyond the first captivity.  Here is a prophecy that goes beyond the second captivity, beyond the first Diaspora, the scattering, beyond the second Diaspora, the scattering.  Here is a promise!  In the midst of this curse--a curse that is going to come on them and afflict them like no people on the face of the earth has ever been afflicted—there is a promise. Why?  Because He said, “I know the plans that I have for you.  They are plans, not for calamity, but I want to give you a future, and I want to give you a hope.  I want to take you, and I want you to move you from this present place.  I want to take you and move your eyes over here, so that you can see what is yet to come in the future.  I don’t want to level you without any hope.  I want you to know what I am going to do, because I am God, because I am a covenant keeping God.  You may break my covenant, the law, but I made a covenant 430 years before that.  I made that covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that covenant will truly come to pass.  That covenant promised you a seed (which is Messiah), and that covenant promised you a land (which is the land of Canaan) as an everlasting possession.  In the midst of the curse, beloved, in the midst of the judgment of God, if you will listen to the word of God, if you will believe God, if you will turn to God, if you will return to Him, if you will repent, then today, today, you can have a new beginning.  Today you can set your course, because God is merciful, because God is compassionate, because God is a God that forgives sin.  So there is a beginning with God, and today, precious one, today can be that beginning for you and for me—if we will only listen, if we will only hear what He has to say. 
Applying all of that, I want us to look at what He says.  He says in v. 4, “If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth (literally, in Hebrew, that is “at the end of the sky”), from there the Lord will gather you, and from there He will bring you back.”  [This is a fulfillment of Matthew 24:31, because God says the same thing in Matt. 24:31.  “When Messiah returns, He will gather all the outcasts from the four ends of the sky”, and He is going to restore them, even as He promised.  This is the fulfillment of Ezekiel 11:13.  (I usually use Ezekel 36, but I thought I’d use a different passage this time.)  Look at v. 13, and listen to what he says.   He is crying out to God as he prophesies.  He falls on his face, and he cries out in a loud voice.  “Alas, Lord God!  Wilt Thou bring the remnant of Israel to a complete end?”  [You are going to judge us, and there is a remnant left.  Are you going to bring them to a complete end?]  (14) “Then the word of the Lord come to me, saying, (15) ‘Son of man, your brothers, your relatives, your fellow exiles, and the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, “Go far from the Lord; this land has been given us as a possession.”’”  [In other words, they come and they conquer this land, and they say, “Go far from here.”]  (16) “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Though I had removed them far away among the nations, and thought I had scattered them among the countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries where they had gone.”  (17) Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “I shall gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you have been scattered, and I shall give you the land of Israel.”’”  [Israel will never be scattered from the land they are living in now.]
(18) “When they come there, they will remove all its detestable things and all its abominations from it.  (19) And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them.  And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, (20) that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances, and do them.  Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.”  [There is a future coming for Israel,  He is letting them know that in Ezekiel; He is letting them know that in Matthew 24:31; and He is letting them know that in Deuteronomy 30.]  (5)  “And the Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers.  (6) Moreover the Lord you God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants,” [Now what did we just read in Ezekiel?  He says, “I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh.”  In other words, it is another picture of circumcision.  “I will get rid of that flesh, and I will give you a new heart.”] “to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. (7) And the Lord your God will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you.” [In other words, here you were in the land.  You were in the land, and I sent the Assyrians against you.  I sent the Babylonians against you.  I sent the Romans against.  I sent (and hang on) the Germans against you.  I sent the crusaders against you.  I allowed them to come against you, because you would not obey Me, because today you would not choose to believe Me.  I allowed all of that, but I want you to know that it is not the end of the story.  It is not the end of the story.  I allowed those things, but I am telling you, I am going to take everyone of them, I am going to take the Assyrians; I am going to take the Babylonians; I am going to take the crusaders; I am going to take the Romans; I am going to take the Germans.  I am going to take all those nations that ever came against you, and listen carefully, I am going to deal with your enemies.  The curses that came upon you, I am going to put upon them.  Not necessarily nationally, but also individually.  God will be vindicated, and God’s people will be vindicated.
You say, “How can you say that?  What do you know?”  I know a song.  I know a song that tells me exactly what is going to happen.  It is a song that the children of Israel were to learn.  It was a song that the children of Israel were to sing.  It was a song that the children of Israel were to pass from generation to generation.  It is a song of hope.

Let us go back to the Scripture, and let me share with you what He says, Deut. 30:8 (before we look at the song), (8) “And you shall again obey the Lord, and observe all His commandments which I command you today.  (9) Then the Lord your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers, (10) if (and this is the key) you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in the book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul.”  

You say, “It is too hard.  It is too hard.  Go get me the message.  Go to the heavens and get me that message.  Bring it back to me; explain it to me.  No, no, no.  Go to the bowels of the earth; get that message.  Bring it back; explain it to me.”  (11) “For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach.  (12) It is not in heaven…”  (13) “Nor is it beyond the sea…”  (14) “But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe it.”  [You don’t need any more message; you don’t need anything more said to you.  I have spoken.  You have heard the words.  It is in your mouth.  You have read it; you have sung it.  You know the word; it is in your mouth.  You know the word; it is in your heart.  I have explained it to you.  I have explained it over and over and over again since the beginning of Deuteronomy 1, all the way through the way through the end of Deuteronomy.  I have told you over and over again.  Surely you have noticed the repetition as you have studied this book.  But I have put it into you again and again.  Now today, don’t say, “Give me more.”  Don’t say, “Go beyond the sea and get it.”  It is here.  The word is near you, right in your mouth and in your heart.  What are you to do?  You are to believe it.  You are to believe what I have said.  It is just a matter of faith, and it is always a matter of faith.  No, He is not going to give you any more explanations.  No, He is not going to give you any more clues into how He created the heavens and the earth.  He told you.  No, He is not going to give you any more clues into what happened at the flood.  He has told you.  You say, “But I want to know more!”  “The secret things belong to the Lord.”  You have enough to make your decision.  You have enough to decide upon.  The word is near you; it is in your mouth, and it is in your heart.  We jump all the way over to Romans 10.  “If you will believe in your heart, and confess with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord, you will be saved.”  Today is the day.  Today is the day of salvation—not just the salvation of your soul, but it is today the day of your salvation if you have never been born again.  But it is your salvation from any predicament or situation that you are in.  It is not a matter of getting more information; it is a matter of listening to God and believing what God has said.  Today, today the word is near.
It is interesting how he takes this passage in Deuteronomy, and takes it all the way over in Romans, and in Romans explains to them that here the Jews have not yet believed, but the word is there.  If they would just believe it (and maybe you are Jewish), and I can tell you this—you are not listening by accident.  You were scanning the channels, but God stopped you here.  God put you here to hear this message.  You walked into a study, and you heard the message.  “Today is the day of your salvation!”  All you have to do is believe what God has said.  And that is all that they had to do.

Let’s go, and let’s see what he says.  We have seen the future; we have seen the hope.  Now I want to take you to Deut. 30:15.   “I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; (16) in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.”  [So He has given them life and death, blessing and cursing.  They choose; they choose.]  (19) “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants.”  [Do you realize that your decision has an effect on your descendants?  You choose--] “by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”
Deut. 31:2, He says, “I am a hundred and twenty years old today; I am no longer able to …cross this Jordan.”  [So what is his word to the people?  It is God’s word to you today.  Look at it in v. 6, as he speaks to the people.]  (6) “Be strong and courageous,” [You are going to across this Jordan; you are going to meet the enemy.  You have made a choice, so now be strong.  Be courageous.  Your strength comes.  You don’t faint when you see the enemy.  You gird up your loins; you determine that you are going to stand.  You are going to be courageous as you face this enemy, because you know this…] “do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.”  [Moses says this to the people; he calls Joshua, and he tells him the same thing.  “Be strong and courageous as you go into this land.”  In v. 9, Moses writes the law; gives it to the priests, and tells them that they are to keep this law, and this is what they are to do.]
Deuteronomy 31:10, (10) “At the end of every seven years, at the time of the remission of debts, at the Feast of Booths,” [In other words, at the last feast in the seventh month, Moses says, “This is what you are to do.]  (11) “when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place that He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all Israel, in its hearing.  (12) Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, in order that they may (and watch the list) #1-hear and #2 -learn and #3-fear the Lord your God, and #4 – be careful to observe all the words of this law.  (13) “And their children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the Lord your God.”  

I want to ask you a question.  Have your children learned to hear and fear the Lord your God?  They are not going to do it if you are not going to do it.  And if you don’t do it, then you are setting the destiny for another generation.  Yes, God can reach in and pull those children out, and God can save them, and God can open their eyes.  But you can make it so much easier for them, if you will love the Lord your God, if you will hear His word, if you will teach it to your children.  So every seven years, at the Feast of Booths, this is what they were to do.  
But they were to do something else.  They were to sing a song.  Look at v. 19.  “Now therefore, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the sons of Israel; put it on their lips, in order that this song may be a witness for Me against the sons of Israel.  (20) For when I bring them into the land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to their fathers, and they have eater and are satisfied and become prosperous, then they will turn to other gods, and serve them, and spurn Me, and break My covenant.”  [When are they going to turn to other gods?  They are going to go into the land, and there is going to be victory under Joshua, and they are going to put the enemy to death, but then, when they become prosperous, then when they become satisfied, then what is going to happen?  Then they are going to turn away from God.  They are going to spurn God in their prosperity, in their ease.  I want to tell you something—the enemy of the Christian is prosperity and ease, because that is when we forget our need of God.  That is when we forget our need of God.  He is saying, “This is what is going to happen, so you have got to take this song, and you have got to sing this song and teach it to the children of Israel.]
(30) “Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song, until they were complete;” [Why did I spend all this time going backwards for you?  Why did I spend this time, starting in Deut. 29?  Because I want you to see that God is repeating Himself again, and He is putting into a song the words that these people need to remember.  Do you remember songs from your past?  “Chickery chick, cha-la, cha-la; checkala roma in a bananaka, Bolika, wolika, can’t you see?  Chickery chick is me.”  What a stupid song!  How would you remember, “Chickery chick, cha-la, cha-la, etc.”?  It was popular when I was a young teenager.  Those were our songs; they were more innocent than yours, but anyway, those were our songs, and that is what we sang.  But do you know what?  I sang it so much, that at the age of 66, I can still remember the words of that song. 
This was to be put into a poetic form.  This was to be a song (in all probability) that they would chant, because I think it would be too hard to sing.  Let’s look at this song, and let’s look at the message of this song.  First of all, I want you to see that it begins where it should begin—it begins with God.  It begins with a reminder of who God is, that He is the rock, that His work is perfect, and His ways are just.  He says in v. 3, as he begins this song, “For I proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!  (4) The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just;” [I don’t know what is happening to you today, but, beloved, I can tell you that you like may seem unstable, that you may be tossed back and forth with the winds of the circumstances and the trials and the temptations, but you and I have a Rock, a Rock that has been cleft for us, and the cleft in that Rock is Jesus Christ.  God has made a way for you and me to abide in the Father, and for the Father to abide in us.  We have a Rock.  We have a Rock that cannot be moved.  This is the name of God, cur, the Rock.]  “His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is he.”  
Now listen, this is being sung, and written, and recorded by a man who is not allowed to go into the Promised Land, by Moses who has asked God and begged God, “God, please let me go into that land!”  He is 120 years old, and the last 80 years of his life had been devoted to the preparation of him, and the last forty years of leading these children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, through this wilderness, putting up with them day and night, and now, because he struck the rock the second time, because he did not treat God as holy in the eyes of the people, because he did not glorify God in the picture of that rock and smiting it the second time, and saying, “You didn’t get everything you needed when you got Jesus Christ, so smite it again so you can get more.”  He broke that picture of the sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  Because he did not honor God, and because he did not glorify God, God said, “Moses, I don’t want to hear about it anymore.  You are not going into that land.  You are going to die east of the Jordan.  I am going to let you see, but you are not going in.”
So what does Moses write about God?  Is Moses bitter?  Is Moses angry?  No, today Moses has chosen to believe God again and again.  Today Moses embraces God for who He is, and he says, “God’s work is perfect, His ways are just, and He is a God of faithfulness and without injustice.”  There are some things, precious one, that God will never let you have.  There is something that I have longed to have all my life.  I have never had it, and I will never get it.  What it is—you are dying to know, aren’t you?  I am not going to tell you, but I have never had it and I will never get it, but is God just?  Yes!  I have decided, whether I ever have it, or whether I ever get it, (in one of my old Bibles you will see it written there) “God, it matters not.  I will obey you.  I will believe you.  I will embrace you.  I will live for you, whether I ever get what I want or not, my heart is set.”  And that is what Moses is saying.

As he talks about God, then he talks about the children of Israel.  He tells them that they have acted corruptly toward Him.  They are not His children because of their defect.  They are a perverse and crooked generation.  And then he turns to them, and he says, (6) “Do you thus repay the Lord, O foolish and unwise people?  He has made you and established you.  (7) Remember the days of old,” [Then what does he do, all the way through v. 14?  He calls them to remember the blessings that He has had upon them, the blessings, the way He has carried them, “like an eagle that stirs up its nest”, and casts the little eaglets out of the nest.  And they are panicking because they cannot fly.  He has come along and caught them on His pinions, and He has soared them in the air.  Eventually, He has returned them to the nest.  Yes, they have had adversities.  Yes, they had fear.  But underneath were the everlasting arms.
He said, “I have carried you; I have watched over you.  I have guided you.”  (12) “The Lord alone guided you.”  [There wasn’t any foreign god with Him; there was no other god.  It was you and God.  But what happened?]  (15) “But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked—“[Who was Jeshurun?  Jeshurun is Israel.  Why this name, Jeshurun?  Jeshurun means “upright one”.  They are people that had been blessed by God, those people that had walked by God, those people that had been upright grew fat, and they kicked.  They grew fat, thick, and sleek.]  (15) “Then he (Israel) forsook God who made him, and scorned the Rock of his salvation.  (16) They made Him jealous with strange gods; with abominations they provoked Him to anger.  (17) They sacrificed to demons who were not God.”  [And listen to me very carefully.  We have our people here from India, our leaders, and they can tell you about all the gods that are there in India, 333 million gods.  And behind each one of those gods, do you know what there is?  There is a demon behind those gods.  The Bible tells us that in I Corinthians.  The gods, the statues, are nothing, but there are spirits behind them.]

(18) “You neglected the Rock who begot you, and forgot the God who gave you birth.”  [You forgot the one that brought you into existence, that called you through Abraham, and made you a nation.]  (19) “And the Lord saw this, and spurned them because of the provocation of His sons and daughters.  (20) Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end shall be, for they are a perverse generation, sons in whom is no faithfulness.”  [Today you stand before the Lord.  Will you be faithful?  Or will you be unfaithful?  If you will be faithful, God will bless you.  If you are unfaithful, God will do what He has to do.  God will take you to the divine woodshed.  This is what you see, all the way through v. 27, a rehearsal of the curses that He said would come upon them.]
(28) “For they are a nation lacking (perishing) in counsel, and there is no understanding in them.”  [And that is true of them today.  They are perishing in the land of Israel, because there is no understanding in them, because no one is taking them back to the word of God, and saying, “This land belongs to you.  You must honor God, and you must believe God.  You don’t give away the land that God said you cannot sell.]  “They are a nation lacking in counsel, and there is no understanding in them.  (29) Would that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would discern their future!”  [How could one chase a thousand?  How could one person chase a thousand?  How could two put ten thousand to flight?  They couldn’t do that.  Israel never could have done that against their enemies, if their rock, if their god had not given them up.]
Now he switches to the enemies.  He says, (31) “Indeed their rock is not like our Rock, even our enemies themselves judge this,” [So he talks about the enemies, and he talks about what he is going to do with the enemies.  Remember that I told you, those that came against them, God will judge.  Look at what he says in v. 35.  In this text is the famous text of Jonathan Edwards when he preached the sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  (35) “‘Vengeance is Mine (God says), and retribution, in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near,” [In due time their foot will slip.] “and the impending things are hastening upon them.’”  [What is God saying?  God is saying, “O.K.  The enemies did this to you, but I want you to know that I am going to take vengeance upon your enemies.  In due time their foot will slip.  Their foot is going to slip.  They are going to go down.]  “For the day of their calamity is near.”  

Why?  (36)  “For the Lord will vindicate His people, and will have compassion on His servants;”] When?  When?] “when He sees that their strength is gone, and there is none remaining, bond or free.”  [In other words, when they are totally impotent, when they cannot help themselves (and you can read about this in Zechariah 14), when all the nations come against Israel, and that city is ravished and leveled, then God is going to move when they see their impotence.  But listen to me today, today you don’t have to do that.  Today you can stand strong.  Today you can know the blessing of God if you will listen to Him.  And that is what he saying to Israel, there as they stand on the side of the Jordan, “Today, today hear My voice.  Today, I can give you blessings if you will believe Me.]
Then he takes them all the way to the future.  Watch what he says, (37) “And He will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which they sought refuge?  (38) Who ate the fat of their sacrifices?  Let them rise up and help you.”  (39) “See now that I, I am He, and there is no god besides Me; it is I who put to death and give life.  I have wounded, and it is I who heal; and there is no one who can deliver from My hand.”  [Listen to Me, there is no other god.  I am God.  I wound, I heal, I kill, I make alive.  None can deliver out of My hand.  Today believe Me.  Today embrace Me.  Today walk the way I am telling you to walk.”

(40) “Indeed, I lift up My hand to heaven, and say, as I live forever, (41) if I sharpen My flashing sword, and My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My adversaries, and I will repay those who hate Me.”  [Have you got it?  Those who say, “The curse is not going to come upon me.  Don’t worry about that.  I am going to walk after the stubbornness of my heart.”  He will repay those who hate Him.]  (42) “‘I will make My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain with the captives, from the long-haired leaders of the enemy.’”  [Now listen, listen, this is you; this is me.]  (43) “Rejoice, O nations, with His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His land and His people.”

When will that happen, precious one?  The Feast of Passover was the picture of Jesus’ first coming, when Christ, our Passover lamb, was sacrificed for us.  The Feast of Pentecost was the feast that showed us Jew and Gentile in one body, the formation of the mystery of the Church.  But there is a feast that has not yet been prophetically fulfilled.  It is the Feast of Booths.  It is the Feast of Booths when they read the song.  It is the Feast of Booths when they read this book of Deuteronomy.  It is the Feast of Booths that reminds them that there is yet a day to come.  The trumpets blow; they gather the people from all the nations, and then comes the Day of Atonement.  The Day of Atonement comes when Jesus Christ leaves heaven, when He comes to earth, and when all the tribes of the earth mourn because of Him.  When they turn and they recognize that Yeshua is the mashiah ha mashiah (?) that Jesus is the Christ, that He is the Messiah.  On that day He will cleanse all Israel, and He will remove the heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  And He will be their God, and they will be His people.  
This is when He renders vengeance on His adversaries.  It is when the year of Jubilee begins, at the Day of Atonement.  At the Day of Atonement, the year of Jubilee begins.  What is the year of Jubilee?  The year of Jubilee is when you get your land back.  And Israel is going to get their land back, and Israel is going to dwell in that land.  All the nations of the earth will come up to celebrate the Feast of Booths on that day.  So what does God say in v. 46?  “Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today, which you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this law.  (47) For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life.  And by this word you shall prolong your days in the land.”  [What is He saying to us?  He is saying, “Take, put the word of God at the very, very core of your being.  It is to be your source, not just a resource.  It is your life.”  This is what He says, “It is not an idle word; it is your life.”]  
What have you studied?  You have studied the words of God, and they are spirit and they are life.  Now Moses is about to climb Mount Nebo.  Now he is about to look into the Promised Land, but before he does that, what must he do.  He gathers the tribes, and he blesses the tribes.  When he blesses them, he opens up reminding them of God.  Listen carefully!  Deut. 33:2, “And he said, ‘The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and he came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones;”  [As Jude says, “He is coming with ten thousand of His holy ones.”]  “At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.  (3) Indeed, He loves the people; all Thy holy ones are in Thy hand, and they followed in Thy steps; everyone receives of Thy words.  (4) Moses charged us with a law, a possession for the assembly of Jacob.  (5) And He was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people were gathered, the tribes of Israel together.”  [Then he blesses the people, and then he closes with these words, “There is none like the God of Jeshurun.”  None like the God of Israel.  Today worship Him; today believe Him.  Today obey Him; today cling to Him.  There is none like Him.]
(26) “There is none like God of Jeshurun, who rides the heavens to your help, and through the skies in His majesty.  (27) The eternal God is a dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms;” [The everlasting arms are underneath there.  What does God say to you as He said to Israel, “I know the plans I have for you.  They are plans, not for calamity, but for a future and for a hope.]  “And He drove out the enemy from before you, and said, ‘Destroy!’  (28) So Israel dwells in security, the fountain of Jacob secluded, in a land of grain and new wine; His heavens also drop down dew.  (29) Blessed are, O Israel; who is like you, a people saved by the Lord, who is the shield of your help, and the sword of your majesty!  So your enemies shall cringe before you, and you shall tread upon their high places.”

Let me ask you the question again.  Today you stand before the Lord, whatever your predicament, your dilemma, your trail, your temptation.  Just know this, today is the day of your salvation.  Your salvation in this situation, because all you need to do (and I am in a trial right now and crying out to the Lord), and all I need to do is remember that He is a God of grace; He is a God of mercy.  Underneath are the everlasting arms.  He has not brought me this far to let me fail.  He has brought me this far, and He is going to take me on to victory.  So what do I do?  I stand in His presence, and I know that the God who came to the rescue of Israel is the God that can rescue you and rescue me today—if we will simply call upon the name of the Lord.  If we will simply learn of Him, if we will fear Him, if we will walk in His ways, if we will cling to Him as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, then we too will be a people for praise and renown and honor and glory.  Why will we be that way?  We will be that way because He is God, precious one, and we can trust Him.
Come with me for just a minute up a mountain, and look with me, as I look with Moses, as God directs our eyes.  Deut. 34:1, “Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho.  And the Lord showed him all the land.”  (4) “Then the Lord said to him, ‘This is the land which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, “I will give it to your descendants”; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.’  (5) So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.”  (7) “Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim (he could see it clearly), nor his vigor abated.”  [Moses went up to Mount Nebo, and he looked at the land.  My heart has wept for him, because he didn’t get to go in, but there was another mountain that Moses stood on in the centuries to come.  It was the Mount of Transfiguration, when Jesus went up to the mountain, and he saw Jesus with his eye, the mashiah ha mashiah (?) that this prophet had so faithfully followed, that this prophet had, in type, struck not once, but twice.  And yet, knowing His forgiveness, he stood on the Mount of Transfiguration with Elijah and with Jesus, the law and the prophets that testified of Messiah, the One to come, and the One coming again on a white horse with all of his armies behind Him (that is you and me) to rule and to reign on the face of this earth.  He is coming, precious ones.  He is coming again.  Today you stand before Him.  Today, whatever your predicament, whatever your trial, whatever the test, whatever the temptation.  Precious one, choose life; choose blessing by believing Him and loving Him, and serving Him with all your heart, with all your soul, with all you mind, and with all your strength.  Keep these words—they are your life.
PAGE  
9

