PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT
EXODUS

LESSON ONE – VIDEO

“GOD: THE DELIVERER FOR THOSE IN BONDAGE”

The Israelites, God’s chosen people!  After more than 400 years of slavery, the children of Israel left Egypt as God went before them in a cloud of glory by day and a pillar of fire by night.

Exodus is the story of redemption through the Passover Lamb and deliverance from bondage, oppression and slavery.

Let me ask you a question:  Do you look at our nation and see a people in bondage, enslaved to one thing or another, and in desperate need of a deliverer?  I do.  And my heart breaks as I travel throughout this nation, as I talk to literally thousands and thousands of people face to face, and one on one, and hear their stories.  And my heart breaks; and I think, oh, if only, if only you had known the Lord.  If only you had known His Word.  If only you had understood His precepts.  Then you would have had understanding.

And I look at myself, I look at myself and I look at my past.  I look at the fact that I was raised in a church and had a religion but not a relationship.  The fact that I thought marriage would end it all and it would be the ultimate experience.  And then ended up shaking my fist at God, saying, “To hell with you God.  I’ll find someone to love me.”  Walking away from everything I knew.  Walking away from a husband; talking my two boys, living a life of immorality and sinking deeper and deeper into a pit that I dug with my own two hands.  Then after this long period of immorality, beginning to see myself as God saw me.  And seeing that if I were to stand before a holy God, that there would be no way that God could accept me.  He would only have to reject me because finally I saw myself as I was.  So, I decided that I would be good.  But the good that I wanted to do, I couldn’t do, and the evil that I didn’t want to do, I kept on doing.  And I thought, “I’m a slave!”  I’m a slave and there is no way to be set free.  I am sick and there is no cure for my disease.  But do you know what, there was a cure, there was a deliverer, and God revealed that Deliverer to me.
As you and I begin our study on the book of Exodus, you’re going to find out, because maybe it’s not people in general that you are looking at, maybe it’s you and maybe you feel like you’re in bondage and that you’re a slave, and that you’re addicted, and that you cannot change, and that you’re just going to be this way for the rest of your life, caught, in bondage to something.  I’ve got news for you today.  God has sent a Deliverer and if you will simply lift those hands to Him and cry to Him, He will hear, and He will move.
You say, but I already know the Deliverer.  Well, I want you to know that you’re going to know God in a dimension, when we get through this 11 week series on the book of Exodus, you’re going to know God in a dimension that you’ve never known Him before.  And you are going to have a confidence that you’ve never had before, and especially if you will get in and if you will do the study with us, if you’ll do the homework.

Let’s open up to Ephesians chapter one:

Ephesians 1:3-6

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

4just as He chose us Where? in Him When? before the foundation of the world, Why? that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
So many people are afraid of the will of God, but it is the kind intention of His will
6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

The Beloved is the Deliverer.

What I want you to see is that God is in the business of delivering us.  God is in the business of choosing us.  God has chosen us before the foundation of the world and He has a purpose for our life and that is that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love.

Colossians 1:13-14 
13For He delivered us God delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, And that is exactly what happened to me July 16, 1963 when in my bondage I cried out to God.  God took me from darkness to light.  God took me from the power of Satan into the kingdom of God.  God took me in my chains and He set me free.  He delivered me from the domain of darkness.  He transferred me into the kingdom of His beloved Son
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

On of the key words that you’re going to see in the book of Exodus is the word redemption.

The seedbed of these truths presented in the New Testament in Ephesians and in Colossians, now watch: Way here in Ephesians and Colossians, and we go back until about the time of 62 AD, go clear back, clear back to about 1500 BC.  The truths that are here in the New Testament find their root in the book of Exodus.
Exodus opens up with people.  It opens up with people in Egypt.  It opens up with people in bondage, in slavery.  It opens up with people living under the power, now watch, of a very cruel taskmaster, the Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  And as you look at that you see a parallel in 1 John 5:19.
1 John 5:19 
19We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

I can tell you today, precious one, that you are either under the power of the evil one or you are under the power of God.  You are either in the kingdom of the evil one or you are in the kingdom of God.  And what God wants to do is, God wants you to know how to be set free, how to be delivered from bondage, and how to walk in that in Christ Jesus.
That is what we are going to see as we look at the book of Exodus.

I want you to understand this, that the God of the Exodus, the God of the Old Testament, is the same God of the New Testament.  The God of the Old Testament is the same God who chose you in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world.  He is the same God.  He is not a God who is far off.  He is the true God and what you are going to see in Exodus is that He is the true God that doesn’t stay up there, but He is the true God that comes down here and gets actively involved with His people.  And I want you to know that that same God is the same God that wants to be actively involved in your life so that day by day, moment by moment, you walk in the awareness of God, in the understanding of His presence and the knowledge of His power.  And so that is what we are going to see.
We are going to see in the book of Exodus, that God is a God who is near to all who cry and call upon Him.  He is a God who is there.  He is a God who cares.  He is a God who know about you and who is willing and able to do something about your situation.

He is a God who moves among the sons of men to deliver those who cry to Him.  And I just challenge you today, that if you are hurting, that if you’re in a hard and difficult place, if you’re caught in something that you know that you shouldn’t be caught in, that if you will cry to God, I can guarantee you on the basis of all that I know from all these years of studying the Word of God, these 35 years, I can tell you this; that He will answer.  He will answer because that is His character, because I know Him and I know what He does and I know what the Word of God teaches.
To put you into context for Exodus I am going to take you to Acts 7.

Steven is standing before the fathers, the brethren, his Jewish people, and they are challenging him, and they are about to stone him to death.  But before they stone him to death, he gives them this message that gives us a synopsis of the history of Israel.

Acts 7:2-3
2And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 

3and said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.’ 

That land is the land that is always in hot dispute in the Middle East.  It is the land of Israel, the land of Canaan.

Here is God speaking to Abraham before Abraham ever really knows Him, before Abraham ever believes in Him, but He calls Abraham.  And Abraham, just with this knowledge that God is calling him, follows Him and He makes him a promise.

Acts 7:4 
4“Then he left the land of the Chaldeans that is Iraq and settled in Haran. From there, after his father died, God had him move to this country it would be the same as this land in which you are now living. 
Stephen is standing there in Jerusalem and they are living in the land of Canaan.
Acts 7:5 
5“But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, and to his descendants after him. 
If you’ve studied Genesis with us you know that call of God in Genesis chapter 11.  You’ve studied all the way through and you know that He promised him a land and that God kept His promises.  But in the midst of that promise in Genesis chapter 15 when Abraham believed God and God counted it to him as righteousness, God made a covenant with Abraham.  And when He made that covenant with Abraham He made a promise to him.
Acts 7:6 
6“But God spoke to this effect, that his descendants Abraham’s offspring, which would be the sons of Jacob.  It would be the sons of Abraham.  Then who came after Abraham?  Isaac.  And who came after Isaac?  Then Jacob.  And Jacob had how many sons?  Twelve sons and the became the twelve sons of Israel because God changed Jacob’s name to Israel.
6“But God spoke to this effect, that his descendants would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years.
Acts 7:7 
7“‘And whatever nation to which they will be in bondage I Myself will judge,’ said God, ‘And after that they will come out and serve Me  Where? in this place.’ In Canaan.
Acts 7:17-18
17“But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt, 

18until there arose another king over Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph. 
That kings title is called Pharaoh  And it says, And it was he, and you remember that Joseph is the one who went down to Egypt.  He was sold into bondage, he was sold into slavery.  He was taken down to Egypt and through God’s circumstances eventually he became the ruler, under Pharaoh, over all of Egypt.  And when a famine came to the land, then Jacob, thinking that his son Joseph had died, sent his sons down to Egypt to get grain in the time of famine and that is when Joseph revealed himself to his brothers and eventually the whole family moved down there.
Acts 7:17 
17“But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt,  They stayed in Egypt and there they multiplied as a people
Acts 7:18 
18until there arose another king over Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph. 

Acts 7:19 
19“It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so that they would expose their infants and they would not survive. 
They told them to put their infants to death and don’t let your infant boys live because they became so numerous that they didn’t want anymore male Jewish babies because they might rise up against their enemies and Egypt would be in trouble.
Acts 7:20 
20“It was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months in his father’s home. 
Now the key characters all the way through the book of Exodus are primarily God and second is Moses.
Acts 7:21-25 
21“And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and nurtured him as her own son. 

22“Moses was educated I want you to watch this  in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds. You might want to underline that he was a man of power in words and deeds.  Just remember that for later on.
23“But when he was approaching the age of forty, Here we have a time phrase – put a clock it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. 

24“And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he defended him and took vengeance for the oppressed by striking down the Egyptian. 

Acts 7:25  Underline it
25“And he supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance watch that word deliverance through him, but they did not understand. 
Acts 7:26-33
26“On the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you injure one another?’ 

27“But the one who was injuring his neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us? 

28‘You do not mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’ 

29“At this remark, Moses fled and became an alien in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.

30“After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn bush. 

31“When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more closely, there came the voice of the Lord: 

32‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.’ Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look. 

33“But the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground. 

Now listen carefully!

Acts 7:34 
34‘I have certainly seen the oppression of My people in Egypt and have heard their groans, and I have come down to rescue them; come now, and I will send you to Egypt.’

I want you to know that God has heard the groans of His people in this day and in this age and in this century, in this new millennium.  God has heard the groans of His people and God has come down to deliver them.  And even as He chose Moses to be the deliverer for the children of Israel, in the economy of God, and it is mind blowing, God has chosen you to help deliver His people from bondage.  There are lessons, valuable lessons that you can learn from the book of Exodus as you watch Moses’ life, that are transferable to this kingdom, to this time, to this age.  And you say, “But I’m no Moses”.  You are going to identify with him more than you thought you would probably identify with him.  But it doesn’t matter.  You’re going to see that it doesn’t matter who the Moses is.  It only matters who’s the God of Moses, and that is what we are going to see
Acts 7:35 
35“This Moses whom they disowned, Whom his own people disowned saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. 
And God is sending you forth and God has given you the message of deliverance.  You are an ambassador for Jesus Christ and you have been sent forth with the message of reconciliation.  And you’ve got, not the angel that went in the thorn bush, but you’ve got Jesus Christ inside of you, able to use you to show others how to be taken out of the house of bondage, out of slavery to sin and set free to live for God.  You’re going to see it.  I am so excited!
Acts 7:36-37 
36“This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 

37“This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren.’ 
Who is that prophet that he is talking about?  You tell me.  It’s Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Acts 7:38 
38“This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received now listen living oracles now watch: living oracles.  He received these living oracles to pass on to you and not just to those men standing there, but to you and you and you and you and you.  And the problem is, precious one, is that we haven’t taken the time to study.  We haven’t disciplined ourselves for the purpose of godliness.  We haven’t understood that you and I can come to the Word of God ourselves and we can know truth, not second hand knowledge, but first hand knowledge so that we’re not tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine but we know our God and Daniel 11:32 b says: -to pass on to you.
Daniel 11:32 
32“…, but the people who know their God will display strength and take action. Will be strong and they will do exploits.  And that is what God has in store for you as a result of this study.
Let’s look at those oracles.  Oracles that bring us face to face with God, God, our Deliverer.
Principles from the first 3 chapters of the book of Exodus.

The people here in this auditorium have done 5 hours of homework this week.  

They’ve done homework this week and if they couldn’t get their homework done, and listen, if you can’t get your homework done, and you only get Day one, number one, done, it is more than if you didn’t get anything done.  So don’t ride under the flag of guilt.  Don’t ride under or stand under the flag of guilt because you will be defeated, but you just get done what you can get done and you know that it is more than if you did absolutely nothing.  So you persevere.
As they looked at the book of Exodus, they looked at the first 3 chapters and I want to give you some principles.  The first thing that I want to give you is this:

#1.  GOD KNOWS YOU INDIVIDUALLY

Exodus 1:1-6:  It opens up this way

Exodus 1:1-6 
1Now these are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob; they came each one with his household: 

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 

3Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 

4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 

5All the persons who came from the loins of Jacob were seventy in number, but Joseph was already in Egypt. 

6Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation.
What I want you to know is that He knows them individually.  God is not a God that looks at His people in mass.  But God is a God who knows us individually.  As a matter of fact, we call the book Exodus, why?
Watch here:  This is Egypt.  What are they going to do in the book of Exodus?  They’re going to exit from Egypt but the book really in the Hebrew is called “shemoth”.  Now listen, this is the Hebrew name, this is the Hebrew name for what the Septuagint, which was the Greek translation from the Hebrew, called Exodus.  We call it Exodus.  They call it Shemoth, which simply means “and these are the names of”.  That one word means “and these are the names of”.  And if you look at it you see that the book of Exodus begins with a conjunction.  It begins with the word “And”.  Why?  This is why, after teaching Genesis, I had to continue and write a course on Exodus. Why?  Because the story is not complete.  And because when you get to Genesis we find them in Egypt.  We find Joseph dying.  We find him giving the promise that his bones are to be carried with them when they leave Egypt.  And then Exodus simply is a continuation, it is a continuation of the book of Genesis.  It is part of the book of the Law.  The Hebrew’s call it; the Jews call it the Torah.  We have called it many times to Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible 
Go to Exodus 3:10.  I want you to see that God knows them individually, that these are His people, these are God’s people.
Exodus 3:10 
10“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring What? My people, the sons of Israel, From where? out of Egypt.” 
If you will just stop and watch the parallel:

Here are the sons of Israel and they are in Egypt.  In Egypt, the sons of God are under the dominion of whom?  Pharaoh.

As sons of God we are going to see in chapter one, they are slaves.  They are God’s people that are living in a land called Egypt, under the domain of Pharaoh and they are slaves in that land.

When you look at Ephesians and you see that the whole world lies under the power of the what?  Of the evil one.  Pharaoh is like a picture, he’s like a picture of Satan.  He is like a picture of the evil one.

PHARAOH IS A PICTURE OF SATAN

When you look at the fact that the whole world lies under the power of the evil one, Egypt is like a picture of the world.
EGYPT IS A PICTURE OF THE WORLD

And when you look at the sons of Israel what state are they in?  They are what?  They are slaves.
When you look at us before we come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, before God opens our eyes, before God takes us out of darkness and brings us into His marvelous light, we are what?  We are slaves.   We are 

SLAVES TO SIN

John 8:34 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 
John 8:36 
36“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
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As they are going to have a man that is used to deliver them, so a man is used to deliver us, the God-man.  So there is a parallel here and there is a beautiful, beautiful picture here.

These are His people.
In Exodus chapter one there is this king, and I gave you a synopsis of this, there is a king that does not know Joseph, that brings the people under oppression.  This oppression we know lasts for 400 years.  Four hundred years of slavery.  That is longer than the United States of America has even existed.  So, it is four hundred years of slavery.
You pick up a key word, the word affliction.
Exodus 1:11-12
11So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

12But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons of Israel. 
As you look at these people who were God’s I want you to know #2 that not only does God know you individually, not only does God know His people, but
#2.  GOD KNOWS THOSE WHO FEAR HIM

God knows those who fear Him, who respect Him.  And see, even before I came to know Jesus Christ, I had a fear of God.  Now I lost that fear of God.  I lost that fear of God in my unhappiness and so eventually I just raised my fist in the face of God and I said “To hell with you God, I’ll see you around town”.  And I lost that fear of God and I turned my back on Him.  And because I lost that fear of God, you see the fear of God is a restraining factor.  The fear of God is respect for God.  Do we have a respect for God today?  Do we, tell me?  Does our nation have a respect for God?  No!  We don’t respect Him.  We use His name in vain all the time.  We use His Son’s name in vain all the time.  We don’t respect Him because we flagrantly break His commandments.  Because we break them and there is no shame and there is no blushing and there is no fear of what might happen to us.  We are, if you and I walk righteously in this generation, we are deemed the fool.  Immorality is rampant and it is accepted.  Homosexuality, lesbianism is accepted.  You look and these are signs according to Romans 1 of what happens when a people forget God.  They become immoral.  They become adulterers.  They become homosexuals.  They become lesbians because there is no fear of God before their eyes and then they live a reprobate life.  A reprobate life is that they mean that there are no absolutes, that I decide what is right, I decide what is truth.
There is though, among these people that do not know God, there are some who still fear God.  There are some who still respect God and God knows that.  Now watch what happens:
Who do we have that fears God in Exodus one?  The Egyptian king is afraid that these people are going to continue to multiple so he orders the midwives to put the children of Israel to death.  Whenever a woman is pregnant and she delivers a son, that son is to be put to death.
Exodus 1:17-20
17But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live. 

18So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?” 

19The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.” 

20So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty.
And you watch, if there are people who have a respect of God or have in a sense a fear of Him, a trust of Him, even though they are not saved, God honors those people.  They have to come to be saved but they are the people that we call the salt of the earth, that hold the standards, that do not lie, that do not steal, do not cheat.  They are sinners, yes, but, they’re restrained sinners.  They are restrained by the fear of God.  The United States of America used to be a nation that was restrained by the fear of God.
God honored those midwives.

Exodus 1:20-21
20 ……., and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. 

21Because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.
In other words, He allowed them to have children because they feared God.
You see Moses’ parents who fear God.

Exodus 2:1-2
1Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. 

2The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. 
It is now about 1525 BC if you want to put that in the margin of your Bible

Next to that verse you might want to write Hebrews 11:23
Hebrews 11:23
23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
Faith is taking God at His Word.  Faith is believing God and without faith it is impossible to please God.
Hebrews 11:6
6And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 
Although they were ordered to kill their male babies, by faith Moses’ parents hid him because they saw that he was a beautiful child and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
You see, there comes a time when you have to decide who are you going to believe, who are you going to obey?  Are you going to believe and obey God or are you going to believe and obey man?  And there comes a time, and it is coming in the United States of America, where you have to be willing to lay your life on the line for what is right because the government is not always right.  Yes, we are to be under authority to them, but here the midwives were not under authority to the powers that be, and neither were Moses’ parents.  And yet God saw that and they were not under authority for the right reason because they feared God more than they feared man.  And so, they preserved their son.
Then you see in Exodus chapter 2 that Moses was a man that feared God, who had a respect for God.  And you know the story of how Moses was found in this little basket in the bulrushes by Pharaoh’s daughter and how she took the child and sent it home to be nursed.  That was little Miriam that took that baby home and Moses’ mother got to nurse her son.
Exodus 2:10-11
10The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the water.”

11Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

We just read about that in Acts chapter 7, didn’t we?  And here Moses sees this happening.  Moses knows that he is a Jew – a Hebrew, Jew wasn’t’ used in those days.  He knows that he is a Hebrew.  He knows that he is not Egyptian.  He knows in his heart, in his heart he knows that God has a call on his life, even as God has a call on your life.  He knows that he is His workmanship and you and I are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, that God has before ordained for you to walk in.
Ephesians 2:10
10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

He knows that and you can pick that up in Acts 7.  Listen to it here:
Exodus 2:11-14
11Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

12So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

13He went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender, “Why are you striking your companion?” 

14But he said, “Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and said, “Surely the matter has become known.”

That’s all he tells us in Exodus.  But in the New Testament He tells us that he supposed that they would know that God had raised him up for a purpose.

Acts 7:25
25“And he supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, but they did not understand.
And I want you to know that God has raised you up for a purpose.  Your life is not purposeless.  Your life has a purpose.  God wants to use you even as He wanted to use Moses.  I want you to see this.  I want you to understand the story of Moses but I want you to understand that it is not just a story.  I want you to understand that it is a true historical account with eternal ramifications because it is a picture of our redemption and what God wants to do with us and what God wants to do through us.

#3.  GOD HEARS THOSE WHO CRY TO HIM
Exodus 2:23 
23Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. Now listen, the Bible tells us, and you’ve seen it already and you probably marked it, but when Moses fled from Egypt he was 40 years old.  Now he is living in the desert.  The Bible tells us that he is going to live in that desert, in that wilderness around Sinai, in the wilderness of Midian, he is going to live there for 40 years.

23Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. 
I’m telling you, you mark every place that the word cry is used in the Word of God and you are going to see that when God hears the cry of people, even though they are ungodly, God comes to their rescue because He is God.

And He is a gracious God.  Even in the Old Testament He is a gracious God.  Why?  Because He never changes.
Exodus 2:24
24So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
What was that covenant?  That covenant was, I am going to give you this land as an everlasting possession.  That covenant was that you are going to be in bondage and you are going to serve a people that you do not know for 400 years.  And for 30 years they were under Joseph and it was fine.  For 400 years they were slaves.  And then He says that at the end of those 400 years, I will bring you out and bring you in.  And I want you to see that God’s Word is true.  That it is the same yesterday, today and forever because He exalts His Words together with His name and He is the same today, yesterday and forever, so you and I can trust Him.

And so God hears those who cry to Him.

Genesis 15:13-16
13God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 

14“But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 

15“As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. 

16“Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”

#4.  GOD SEES YOUR AFFLICTION
God sees your oppression.  He is aware of where you are.

Look at Exodus chapter 3.  In Exodus chapter 3, now Moses has been there for 40 years in this wilderness.  Moses is 80 years old.
Acts 7:23
23“But when he was approaching the age of forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. 

Acts 7:30
30“After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn bush. 

Exodus 7:7
7Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Now he is at Horeb, the mountain of God.  Horeb is another word for Sinai.

Exodus 3:1-4
1Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

2The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 

3So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” 

4When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

And He is pasturing the flock and all of a sudden he looks up and he sees a bush that is burning but it is not burning up.  He sees a bush that is on fire and out of curiosity he draws near to that bush.  And as he draws near to that bush then God says to him in verse 5
Exodus 3:5 -7
5Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 

6He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7The LORD said, “I have surely This is worth underlining! “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. 
What I did was, I just took that word seen, and you want to, and I would suggest that you mark it.  I just put two eyeballs there and then I colored them green so that it would pop out for me.

“I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. 
See, you are suffering, you’re hurting, you think nobody knows, nobody cares, and nobody may know, and nobody may care, but God knows.  His name is EL ROI.  He is the God who sees.
Exodus 3:9
9“Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen (there is that word again)the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.

God sees.  God knows.  He is a God that is there.  He is a God that cares.
So what does God do?  He sees the oppression of His people.
#5.  GOD MOVES TO DELIVER THEM
He moves to deliver them.  He is not late.  He told them that before this ever happened that it would be 400 years of bondage.  But God has moved to deliver them.  And I would write it this way:
HE MOVES TO DELIVER IN HIS TIME AND IN HIS WAY
I remember that I cried out to God for our oldest son Tom, for years and years and years and years.  And he sunk deeper and deeper and deeper into a pit that he dug with his own hands.  And God just said to me one day, “Be still, cease striving!  Let go, relax and let know that I am God.

Psalm 46:10
10“Cease striving and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

And at the age of 38, in God’s time and in God’s way, God delivered him.

So God moves to deliver.
Exodus 3:8
8“So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.
I have come down.  So I am aware of their sufferings so I have come down.

When He says I have come down, if you look at that in the book of Genesis with Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20-21), if you look at it in the book of Genesis with the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:5-7), when He says “I have come down”, it is showing divine intervention.  The situation is bad.  They are in desperate plight.  Now God says “I have come down”.  He is stepping in and it is a sign of divine intervention.
Exodus 3:8
8“So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.
The land of Canaan was full of “ites”.

He moves to deliver in His time and in His way.

#6.  GOD CHOOSES HIS MAN TO DELIVER

Here, Moses is the man.  Moses is the man who is to serve God.

Exodus 3:10 
10“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”
I wish that I had time to tell you stories of people who have just been prompted by God to go, to speak, to say a word, and it was God’s timing and God was using them as a deliverer and they couldn’t get rid of it.
I have one friend, Doris Durham, and she got in her car and she drove to Dalton, Georgia, to a home that she had never been to, an address that she had never seen and God laid this woman on her heart and she walked up to the front door.  She didn’t even know what she was going to say to her.  The woman didn’t know and she just opened the door, and Fran opened the door and she said “Hello, I’m Doris Durham”.  She said “Oh, come in, come in.”  She invited a pure stranger into her home, a woman she never knew, but God had sent her.  Fran’s daughter was on drugs and God sent Doris at that time to introduce Fran to the Lord and eventually her daughter to the Lord.

God knows and He sees the bondage and He delivers.

And so He has a man.  Now listen, Moses is the man.  Now watch.  Despite his shortcomings, despite his shortcomings, and despite the opposition that he is going to face, and he is going to face opposition and you are going to see that next week, he is God’s man.  I just want to warn you about something.  And that is, see I gave you my testimony and you might say “What right do you have to be used of God?”.  Look at your past, look at your immorality; look at the fact that your son saw you be immoral, look at the fact that you had an affair with a married man with 6 kids for 2 years.  Look at all of that.  What we do, and bless our hearts when we do it because we don’t understand God, is, we hold a person’s past against them.  We remember them as a homosexual.  We remember them as a lesbian.  We remember them as a thief.  We remember them as these things instead of knowing that when God delivers, and when God gets a hold of a man, God changes that man.
2 Corinthians 5:16 
16Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.
Shame on you, shame on you if you are holding a person’s past against them because you don’t have the heart of God and you don’t understand the deliverance that God brings and the power of God.  What perfection do you expect in God’s servants and do you hold their past against them?  Do you see them as they were or do you see them as they are in God?

Neither will matter.  Not Moses’ past and not the opposition.  They will not matter because God will be with Moses.

#7.  GOD TELLS MOSES WHAT TO DO AND PREPARES HIM FOR WHAT IS TO COME.
When Moses is told by God that he is going to be sent to deliver the people, in verse 11 Moses said to God:

Exodus 3:11
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”

Who am I that I should stand on a platform and talk as I did just a week ago, a week and a half ago, whenever, two weeks ago, and stand and talk to 18 thousand, 19 thousand people?  Who am I that I should do that?  Because I know my past, but you see I know that I have a God that knows my past, that delivered me when He wanted to deliver me and who promised me that He would take that and use it.  So now I hold thousands and thousands of women in my arms and they tell me I was just like you.  And they told me at this last week, I’m having an affair, I’m doing this, I’m doing that, because they know that there is deliverance here.  And they will know that there is deliverance there.
And so Moses is looking at God and saying, Who am I that I should go?  What is God’s answer?  I love God’s answer.  He says, well, you see, you have a wonderful personality, you’re going to look good on billboards and you know, we can use your past in a great way.  We can blow it up, I mean you were the son of Pharaoh etc., etc.  NO!  What does God say?

Exodus 3:12 
12And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, It doesn’t matter who you are.  It doesn’t matter what you were.  I will be with you.
and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”

In other words, listen to me son, I am sending you back into Egypt but I am guaranteeing you that I am going to bring you back here to this mountain.  This mountain where you saw me so to speak, face to face in this burning bush.  This mountain where I encountered you, where I spoke to you face to face as you feel like an absolute and total failure.  You’ve had 40 years of living with the fact that you blew it as a deliverer.  You blew it as a deliverer.  You tried to deliver in your own strength and you miserably failed.  You killed an Egyptian in the process.  You had to flee.  Now for 40 years I’ve had you with all these sheep and I am training you and I am getting you ready and now the time has come and it doesn’t matter who you are.  It only matters that I, God, have chosen you.  You did not chose Me but I chose you and ordained you that you should go and that you should bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, and that whatever you ask in My name I will do it. 
John 15:16
16“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
Why?  Because I will be with you.  You are going to be the human agent of deliverance but I am the divine One with you.

Exodus 3:12 
…you shall worship God at this mountain.”

This word for worship, you want to write it down, is “abad” – and it means to serve as a slave.  It is used and it is translated bondage in Ex 6:6 and Ex 2:23.  When He says “you shall worship Me”  He’s saying “You will be My slave.  You won’t be a slave of Pharaoh anymore.  You won’t be a slave of Satan anymore.  I have removed you from that kingdom of darkness and I’m bringing you into My kingdom of light.  You shall be My slave.  You shall worship Me by serving Me.
Exodus 3:13-14
13Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?” 

14God said to Moses,  (We are going to look at that in depth next week) “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
I am everything and anything you’ll ever need.  You can go.  I am everything and anything that you need.

Exodus 3:15 
15God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.
It was the name that I spoke to, by Abraham even though he didn’t understand it.  I have always been Yahweh.  And we are going to look at that next week.  I have always been Yahweh, I always will be.  I AM THAT I AM.  I will be there for you.
So He tells him to go and then, awesome thing, He tells him exactly what is going to happen to him.  He lays out the whole program.  He doesn’t hide anything from him.  He tell him that he is going to go to the people and what he is going to say to them, and what he is going to say to Pharaoh.

Exodus 3:19 
19“But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under compulsion.
So what I want you to see is this:  I want you to see that God calls you and me to go forward, to go forward in the power of God, in the name of God, that we as God’s people are used to deliver others out of sin because we have the gospel of Jesus Christ and it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes, to the Jew first and to the Greek.  He takes us out of darkness and takes us into light and sets us free from the bondage of sin. Free to serve God, to be His love slave.  And when God does that, He not only tells us what He has for us but He tells us what will be along the road.  And it won’t be easy.  He warns Moses ahead of time; Pharaoh is not going to let you go except under compulsion.
Exodus 3:20-22
20“So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go. 

21“I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. 

22“But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Not only are you going to go forth, but you are going to go forth in riches, in riches.  Now you and I have at our thing, and I’m not talking about financial riches, but you and I have, as the children of God, all the inheritance of God made available for us.  And everything that we have, and we’re going to look at this, but everything that we have is for that purpose of serving Him.  You are going to see that when they plunder the Egyptians, all the things that they get from Egypt is for the service of God, for the tabernacle, for the building of the tabernacle.
So God tells him what to do and He prepares him for what is to come.  In all of this, it is clear, precious one, that God will use Moses, but listen, but Moses is not the deliverer.   The Deliverer is God.  And you and I need to remember that we are sent by God, we’re sent to do the job.  We are God’s mouth piece so to speak, giving forth God’s Word, but we’re not the Savior.  We cannot save them.  They have to listen.  They have to respond.  There is only one Savior, and this is what we need to remember.
So, do you know a people in bondage?  Well, you are going to learn marvelous lessons from the book of Exodus that tell you how you can be used of God to deliver people out of bondage.  You say, but Kay, I’m a nobody.  God delights in taking nobodies because they know that they are nobodies, and then God becomes I AM THAT I AM – everything and anything you will ever need.

So if you are feeling like a has been just remember that God has left you on this earth and He has a purpose for you, a purpose for you.  And if you will fear Him, and if you will listen to Him, and if you will believe Him, and if you will remember that He is the deliverer, He is the Savior, then God will use you as you take the message.  And that message is a message of freedom, out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, set free to serve your God as a love slave forever.
Let’s Pray:

Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your Word.  Thank You that it is a sure Word.  We thank You that it is a light that shines in the dark place.  We thank You that it takes us out of darkness and brings us into the glorious light of the gospel, the light of salvation as it introduces us to the Light of the World, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Oh Father we thank You, we thank You, Father, that there is hope, that there is an answer, that there is deliverance because You are God and because Your ears are open to the cries of people.  It is not Your will that they should be in bondage.  It is not Your will that they should live such flagrant lives of sin.  It is not Your will that they would not fear You, that they would not respect You, that they would not trust You, that they would not honor You.  Father, sometimes it takes very difficult circumstances to let us see this light, to let us come to this truth, and then for others Father, we simply open the Word and we believe what we have read and we submit to it.  Father may we not be hard hearted, may we not be stiff-necked, but Father, as we study Your Word will You speak to us in power and in the Holy Spirit , Father.  And may we are a result be men and women who are confident of God’s call upon our lives, not because of who we are, and not saying I can’t be because of my past, but Father, confident because of who You are.  It doesn’t matter who we are, it only matters who is with us.  And if who is with us is You, then Father, we will become what we ought to be and be used of You.  So give us this hope as we begin this study of Exodus and make this book live within our understanding, so that it will be more than a movie produced by Cecil B. Demill but we’ll have the facts recorded by Almighty God, in Jesus name we pray.  Amen.
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