JOSEPH
LESSON 2

Genesis 39 – 41

How do you deal with difficulties?  What do you need to know to go through difficult times?  What kind of information do we need to survive?  What should be our attitude toward difficulties?

What Joseph had to know:

1) That God is omnipresent (God is everywhere – even in Egypt)

Jeremiah 23:23-24

Joseph was a slave, then in Potiphar’s house in charge of everything.

Genesis 39:7-9 – Potiphar’s wife desires Joseph.  Joseph responds by saying “How can I sin against God?”  He knows God is everywhere.

2) Joseph knew that God is omniscient (all knowing)

Joseph doesn’t want to sin against God because God will know.

Potiphar’s wife grabs him and Joseph leaves, leaving his robe.  She lies about what happened and Potiphar puts Joseph in jail.

DON’T BE CONFUSED BY THE CIRCUMSTANCES.

Genesis 40 – it is surprising that Potiphar, chief executioner, did not put Joseph to death.  Potiphar sent Joseph to the prison that he was in charge of.

Genesis 39:19-23 – The Lord was with Joseph even in prison.  The chief jailer put Joseph in charge and Joseph prospered.
Genesis 40:1-4 – The cupbearer and baker were put in prison where Joseph was.  Joseph took care of them – ministered to them.  

Sometimes we are put in circumstances to test our faith.

Genesis 40:8 – The cupbearer and baker each had a dream and told Joseph about the dreams.  Joseph said that the interpretation would belong to God.  He told the cupbearer that he would be restored to his position but the baker would be put to death.  Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember 
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him and to tell Pharaoh that he was wrongly accused and was put in prison.

The cupbearer forgot about Joseph which was most likely orchestrated by God as part of His plan. 

God put Joseph in positions to be knowledgeable about administration, bookkeeping, etc.  The Eqyptians were record keepers even of the prisoners.  

3) Joseph knew that God is omnipotent (all powerful)

Attitude matters, not the circumstances.
Genesis 41:1-7 - Two years after the cupbearer was restored to his position, Pharaoh had dreams that his magicians and wise men could not interpret. (The word “behold” usually means that something unexpected is about to happen.)
Genesis 41:14 – The cupbearer remembered Joseph who interpreted his dream and Joseph was brought to Pharaoh.  Joseph shaved, bathed and was given clean clothes before he saw Pharaoh.  
Genesis 14:15-16 – Joseph gives God credit for the answer given to Pharaoh.

Genesis 41:25-28; 32-36 – Joseph gives Pharaoh the interpretation of the dreams – seven years of plenty and seven years of famine.  Joseph suggests that Pharaoh put someone in charge.  Joseph was put in charge.

IN THE MIDDLE OF HARSH CIRCUMSTANCES, NEVER DOUBT IN THE DARKNESS WHAT GOD HAS SHOWN YOU IN THE LIGHT.  IF YOU DON’T  UNDERTAND, THAT’S OK.
YOU CAN TRUST THE HEART OF GOD WHEN YOU CAN’T TRACE HIS HAND.

When we are not sure, God is there.  Even though we may not see Him, He is there.  

Jeremiah 12:1-5 – God’s answer to Jeremiah – I am teaching you to run, it hurts, and sometimes you fall, but if you quit, you can’t run with the horses.  God is not training us to compare to others but to run in a supernatural way with His help.
