JOSEPH
LESSON 3

GENESIS 42-47

Joseph was in Egypt and had a dream and saw his family bowing down before him.  It was a prophecy.  But Joseph was sold into Egypt but rose in Potiphar’s house.  Then he was put in jail but he rose in rank there.  Later Pharaoh put him in charge.  Now Joseph’s dream was beginning to come true.  

How does Joseph respond to the family that injured him?

Genesis 41:45 – Joseph was given a new name (Egyptian) and a wife.  

41:46-52 – tells about Joseph storing grain during the seven years of plenty.  It also tells about the birth of his two sons, Manasseh (God made me forget all troubles) and Ephraim (fruitful in the land of my affliction).

Symptoms of unforgiveness:

(1) Escape – to get away from the pain/difficulty. (Joseph didn’t forget his home.)

(2) Success didn’t heal a broken heart.  Joseph was successful.

Genesis 42:7 – Joseph recognized his brothers but he disguised himself to test them.  He needed to find out about his father and brother Benjamin.  He spoke to his brothers harshly, accused them, and put them in prison for three days.  Vs. 18-24 – Joseph asked his brothers to bring Benjamin to verify their story.  The brothers felt guilty and knew they were being punished.  Reuben said, “I told you.  See now we are being punished.”  Joseph heard what they said and wept.  
Genesis 37:2,36 – Joseph was 17 years old when sold.  

Genesis 41:46, 53-54 – Seven years of plenty – Joseph 37 years old.

Seven years of famine – Joseph 44 years old.  

(3) Time doesn’t heal hurts/wounds.

Jeremiah 8:18-22 – My sorrow is beyond healing, the people have sinned, exiled, cried in pain.  Gilead was known for balm for healing – a medicine.  Psalm 107:17-20 – physical balm there?  Yes.  The other balm they could have had was God’s Word.
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What heals a broken heart?

(1) God’s Word

(2) Forgiveness – This is turning loose of the debt/hurt/injury.  When you forgive saying “I am not going to give you what you deserve,” you release from a debt.  

Genesis 42:36 – The brothers tell Jacob about taking Benjamin.  Jacob said no.  Jacob  knew there was grain in Egypt and he asked them to go there again to get more grain but the brothers said they could not go without Benjamin.  Jacob agrees.  Joseph sees Benjamin and he was stirred.  Genesis 43:26-30.  Joseph asked about his father if he was well and alive.  Genesis 45:1 – A party was held.  Joseph puts a cup in Benjamin’s sack and keeps him because he accused him of taking the cup.  Judah begs to take Benjamin back. Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and he cries.  Genesis 45:1-5, 7-8.  He told his brothers to not be grieved because “God sent me here.”  
JOSEPH RECOGNIZED THE HAND OF GOD IN ALL THAT HAPPENED TO HIM.

Genesis 50:20

Isaiah 45:5-7 – God causes wellbeing and calamity.

You have to confront the pain before you can forgive and see God’s hand in it.  Matthew 18:21-22 – issue of forgiveness.  Jesus said we are to forgive 70 times 7.  Matthew 18:23-35 – slave’s overseers forgives him BUT the slave doesn’t forgive a fellow slave.  Vs. 35 – so shall my Heavenly Father forgive you.

John 8:22 

HOW TO FORGIVE (how David Lawson learned to forgive)

(1) I just asked God who do I need to forgive?

(2) Write the name(s) down and the offense/problem

(3) Confess your sin of unforgiveness
