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Lesson 3

Various Views of Creation “DAYS” *
	THEORY
	DESCRIPTION
	DAY
	SCRIPTURE
	SCIENCE
	ADHERENTS

	Literal Day
	Literal, sequential (no gaps) historical narrative
	24 hours
	Genesis 1: sequential, literal

Genesis 2: gives details of 6th day

Adheres to world-wide flood
	Young earth (only thousands of years old)

Animals created by “kinds” (micro-evolution)

Fossil record is result of world wide flood.
	Majority view until 1800’s. 

Hebrew scholars agree that author of Genesis intended to convey this interpretation.

	Gap Theory

or
Prior Creation
	Satan ruled the 1st earth, populated with pre-Adamic people, who had no soul.

God judged the 1st earth, before 

He created the 2nd one (rehabilitated) that we now inhabit.
	24 hour days, 

but with long geologic ages between Gen 1:1-1:2
	Gen 1:2 The earth BECAME formless and void through Lucifer’s Flood (see Isaiah 45:18). Parallels mankind, who became ruined in spirit.

Affirms physical suffering & death BEFORE Adam’s fall: Gen 3:3, Rom 5:12 refer only to spiritual death.

Denies worldwide flood of Noah since fossil record is pre-Adamic.
	Denies evolution of life

Denies billions of years since Adam.

Ancient fossil record is due to an unrecorded Judgment of God in Gen 1 BEFORE Adam.

	c.1800 T. Chalmers

c. 1850 Franz Delitzsch

c.1900 popularized by Scofield Bible notes

	2-Phase Theory

or 

Interday Gap
	Long gap between Gen 1 & Gen 2


	Any view is possible
	People in Gen 1 were not Adam and Eve.

They were not morally responsible.
	
	

	Day-Age Theory

or 

Concordist
	“Days” of Genesis are more or less long ages, corresponding to the geological age system

Manlike creatures with no eternal soul.
	Day = Age
	Day 6 has too many activities for Adam to complete.

7th day is still continuing (no “evening” is mentioned)
Accepts presence of death, disease, suffering in animals BEFORE Adam’s fall. 
	Earth age is billions of years.

Inconsistencies with Scripture are solved by “overlap” of ages. 

Fossil record is due to old age rather that world-wide flood.

Although Flood local, it DID kill all humans outside the Ark.
	c. 1870 H. Miller,

                 Dana, 

                 Dawson

c. 1925 Wm. J. Bryan

             (Scope’s Trial)

c. 1990 Hugh Ross,

           Davis Young



	Framework/

Literary Hypothesis
	Genesis 7-day sequence is a literary device (not historic or scientific). 


	Figurative

Artistic
	No conflicts since Genesis structure is only a literary device 

Oriented toward Sabbath theology.
	No conflicts since Genesis is only a literary device.
	c.1950 Ramm, Kline. Thompson, Blocher

c. 1990 Dr. Pattle Pun 


*Within these 5 general categories, there may be a variation of ideology.

Various Viewpoints of Creation












Primary Challenges to the Views

	Evolutionary Creationism
	Nature or Creation evolved on its own through macro-evolution (originating from single celled life to humans over millions of years).


	The Character of God


Truthfulness of His Word

Definition of “Day”

Vs. Long Ages or Gaps

God’s Creation was “good”

Vs. Animal death BEFORE Adam’s fall
Global Flood 

Vs. Local Flood theories

	Theistic Evolution
	God helped creation to evolve from time to time.


	

	Progressive Creationism
	God created things from time to time over billions of years.


	

	Young Age Creationism
	God created all things within six literal (24 hour) periods some thousands of years ago. 

Based on biblical chronology and interpretation.

Creation of life according to “kinds” (micro-evolution). 
	Evolutionary Theories 

Light/ Time Travel

Radiometric Dating

Evidences of Antiquity


A Time-Line According to Scripture


Vs.   “Big Bang”: 10-20 Billion, Earth: 5 Billion; 1-celled: 3-4 Billion; Multi-celled: 1 Billion; Humans: 1-3 Million; Modern Civilization: 5-10 Thousand.
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Minimum:                               1600		      300		    500			1400			       ~ 2000         Total:   5,800





Maximum:			4600		    2600		    800			1500			       ~ 2000         Total: 11,500











Gen 5, 11; Gal3:16, Ex12:40;1 Kings 6:1; Jer 25:11,29:10; Dan 9:25; Mt 1:17








