ABRAHAM  LESSON 6 GENESIS 22
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Genesis 2:1 – God gave Abraham a son which Abraham wanted.

God tested Abraham.  Testing is not a negative. It is most used for example as testing metal to be sure it is pure, proving what it is.  Abraham said – Here I am.  Vs. 2 – God said take your son, your ONLY son, Isaac and offer him as a burnt offering.  Vs. 3 – Abraham did what god told him.  We don’t know what Abraham thought or felt.  This is the first time testing is used.  

· What was the test?

God said take the one thing you desire and want that is precious to you and what you value and lay it on the altar before me.  What test is working in your life that God wants you to turn loose of and turn back to Him?  OBEY IMMEDIATELY EVEN IF YOU DON’T COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND.  Step out in faith when God speaks

· How did Abraham know it was God who spoke?

He had heard God speak before.  He had been in the presence of God so often, Abraham knew when God spoke.  

· Where was the test?  Mariah.  Vs. 14 – He called the place “the Lord will Provide.”  II Chronicles 3:1 – Solomon built the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem at Mt. Mariah.  How do we know this is the same place?  Isaiah 2:3; Genesis 22:24 – Provide means see when God sees need, He will provide.
· What will be provided?  The Lamb of God for us.  
· Where will the Lord be revealed (seen)?  At mount of the Lord.
· Why the test?  God tested Abraham and told him to take the one thing you love to Mt. Mariah and burn it up as an offering to Me.  Why?  Challenge?  Deepen our walk?  What do we want?  We should want Jesus, not what He can give us.  Our desire should be to want Him.  What was God doing in the life of Abraham?  In Hebrews we see (Hebrews 11:17-19) that Abraham believed God.  When Abraham brought Isaac, he knew Isaac was a child of the promise.  God tests us to “bring us to the point of how wrong our attitude is.”  Abraham took his only son and gave him to God.  He believed God’s promise of doing what God wanted to lay Isaac on the altar.  John 8:56-59 – another reason – Jesus speaking to Pharisees – when did Abraham see it, the day of Christ and offering for the sins of the world?  Bishop Warburg said Abraham saw Jesus and understood the sacrifice.  Genesis 22:5 – “we” will worship; “we” will return—God’s promise.
Vs. 6 – some translations Isaac as a young man translated as “lad.”  It is used in a variety of places as different ages.  Isaac was old enough and strong enough to carry the wood.  It was voluntary.  He, Isaac, got on the altar and allowed himself to be bond and put on the altar.  Genesis 22:7-8 – Isaac asked about the lamb offering.  Abraham said god will provide for himself the offering.  God did 2000 years later.

Vs. 9-12 – Angel called to Abraham – now I know Jesus, God’s son, carried wood to sacrifice.  Jesus willingly was bound and sacrificed.  Bishop Warburg thinks Abraham saw this.  Abraham was stopped because it was the wrong son.  God now knew that Abraham willing to give his son.  God did not withhold His only son.  This is how we know God loves us.  Jesus was The Lamb provided for our sacrifice.

· Was this the first test?  Tests for Abraham:  1) leave country and family; 2) land given to Abraham he gave Lot a choice; 3) Lot was taken, he got Lot, Abraham did not take anything offered to him.  Abraham got better and better with each test.  Sometimes he did fail.  Test with Ishmael to send him away; Isaac when God tests him.  The next test builds on the others.  These are spiritual markers.  They give us a platform to share with others of what has done in our lives.  

Luke 19:37-40 - He doesn’t want us for what we can do for Him, He just wants us.    The test is to take everything we have and put it on an altar.  God accepted it.  Isaac belonged to Him.  Give everything to God.  God says all I want is you.
