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Genesis IV: Isaac-Jacob-Esau Wrestling with God
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Passing the Promises
	Two Nations/Two Peoples
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Despising the Birthright

	Abraham’s Provision for Isaac
Abraham gave all that he had to _________

Isaac was not to take a wife from____________ but from Abraham’s country and his relatives.
Abraham sent his servant to get a wife for Isaac and assured him that God would send an ___________before him.

The servant __________to the God of Abraham for guidance.

Isaac Gets a Wife
Isaac was ______yrs old when he married Rebekah.
Isaac _______to the LORD on behalf of his wife because she was _____________.

God answered Isaac and Rebekah conceived twins. Isaac was _______yrs old when Rebekah gave birth.

FOR WHAT DO YOU PRAY?
	Twins  STRUGGLED in Rebekah’s womb, so she ____________of the LORD.
GOD’S ANSWER

___________nations

___________peoples

one_____________than the other

_______________shall serve the younger
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Born_______
Holding Esau’s _______ “usurper, supplanter”
Loved by__________

Peaceful man, lived in ________

ESAU

Born_________

Red, hairy

Skillful ___________, man of the fields

Loved by _______________
	FIRSTBORN-“bekour”(chief)
· Beginning of strength

· Pre-eminent in dignity, power

· First evidence of virility

· To be devoted to God

· Heir to Birthright

BIRTHRIGHT

Receives double portion of father’s estate

Head of household

Priest to household

TWO WAYS TO LOSE BIRTHRIGHT-

                 - Sell it (Esau)

                 - Forfeit due to sin (Reuben)

Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of red _________, therefore Esau ______________his birthright.

DESPISE—“bazah” to esteem lightly, to treat as worthless.
ESAU’S FOCUS: the temporal

                                    the present

                                    the flesh
“See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled, that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birth right for a single meal.” Hebrews 12:15-16.
WHAT ARE YOU FOCUSED ON?


THE BELIEVER’S BIRTHRIGHT
Jesus Christ the “firstborn” 
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· The firstborn of Mary 
Lk 2:7, 22-23


7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.


22
 “And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 


23
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”), 

· The firstborn of God “firstborn” here means that Jesus Christ is above creation, rather than part of it. The title “firstborn” has strong Messianic associations; 
Ro 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
Heb 1:6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, 

“And let all the angels of God worship Him.” 

· The “firstborn from the dead” 
Col 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 

Rev 1:5-6 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— 

6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

God’s people honored as his “firstborn”

Israel 

Ex 4:22“Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My firstborn. 
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David (prophetic of Jesus Christ)
Ps 89:27
“I also shall make him My firstborn, 

The highest of the kings of the earth…” 

Ephraim 

Jer 31:9
“With weeping they will come, 

And by supplication I will lead them; 

I will make them walk by streams of waters, 

On a straight path in which they will not stumble; 

For I am a father to Israel, 

And Ephraim is My firstborn.”

The church 

Heb 12:23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

The Christian’s Birthright
Believers share in Christ’s inheritance

[image: image7.wmf]Ro 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
Gal 4:7; Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 


God is the Father of believers 



2Co 6:18
“And I will be a father to you, 

And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” 

Says the Lord Almighty. 


Believers are adopted as an outcome of predestination 


Eph 1:5-14 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 


6
to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 


7
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 


8
which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 


9
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 


10
with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 


11
also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 


12
to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 


13
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 


14
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Believers are co-heirs with Christ 
Ro 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

Eph 3:6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,
Birthright: GOD → JACOB (Israel) → JESUS → CHURCH → (Believers) YOU

Spiritual  Inheritance
Believers are privileged to receive a spiritual inheritance from their heavenly Father as a result of their adoption into the family of God through faith.

Believers have an inheritance in Christ
Jesus Christ as God’s heir Heb 1:2 See also Mt 21:37-39 pp Mk 12:6-8 pp Lk 20:13-15; Mt 28:18; Lk 19:12; Jn 3:35; Heb 1:4-6; Ps 2:7-8

Believers are co-heirs with Christ Ro 8:17 See also Eph 3:6

Believers are heirs under the covenant Heb 6:17; 9:15

Believers are heirs by grace Gal 3:18 See also Ac 20:32; Col 1:12

Believers are heirs through faith Gal 3:29 See also Ro 4:13-17; Heb 11:7-10
The nature of the spiritual inheritance of believers
They inherit salvation Heb 1:14
They inherit eternal life See also Mt 19:29; Lk 10:25; Tit 3:7; 1Pe 3:7

They have the full rights of sons Gal 4:4-7

They have the rights of the firstborn Heb 12:22-23 See also Ex 4:22; 2Ki 2:9

They inherit the earth Mt 5:5 See also Ps 37:11

They inherit the kingdom Mt 25:34 See also Lk 22:28-30; Rev 3:21

They inherit all things Lk 15:31; 1Co 3:21-22; Rev 21:7

Their inheritance is the word of God Ps 119:111

They inherit the Lord himself Ps 73:26 See also Nu 18:20; Dt 10:9; Ps 142:5; Jer 10:16; 51:19

It is a good inheritance Ps 16:6
The permanence of believers’ spiritual inheritance
It has been prepared from the creation Mt 25:34

It is guaranteed for eternity 1Pe 1:3-5 See also Ps 37:18; Da 12:13

It is sealed with God’s promise Eph 1:13-14 See also Rev 7:3; 9:4
The conditions of spiritual inheritance
It is conditional upon continuing obedience and faith 1Pe 3:9-12 See also Ps 34:12-16; 25:12-13; 37:11,29,34; 61:5; Pr 28:10; Mt 5:5; Col 3:24; Heb 6:12; Jas 2:5

It is denied to the ungodly Eph 5:5 See also Ps 37:9,22; 1Co 6:9-10; 10:1-5; Gal 5:19-21; Heb 3:12-19; Rev 21:27
Choosing LIFE or death
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DO YOU DESPISE YOUR BIRTHRIGHT?


	 


	It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 


	But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 


	Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father


of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that


we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been


trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 


	Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 


	Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 


	See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 


	that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 


	For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. Hebrews 12:7-17
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