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Introduction by Kay Arthur:

It is my privilege, in this course on Marriage Without Regrets, to introduce to you Wayne Barber.  He’s the pastor of a local church here in town, and he’s a dear, dear friend, and he’s a marvelous co-laborer.  I’m so thankful, as Wayne comes to talk about the role of a man, that I know that standing before you is a man who loves his God and loves His Word, who is gracious and kind, and a gift to the ministry of Precept.  And we’re so thankful for you, Wayne.  Come and teach us about the role of a man.

 
Wayne:  I definitely feel outnumbered.  I want you to know that from the very beginning.  I have my wife with me today.  She had some surgery several months ago, and wasn’t able to get out very often.  And I’m glad to have Diana here.  She’s watching everything I say, and it’s on the role of a man.  That’s kind of bad to have to speak to your wife on what I ought to be.  Let me just begin at the outset by addressing that.  I have found, so many times, that when a man finds out what his wife ought to be, sometimes his intentions become fleshly, in a sense, that maybe what he does in his role is to activate her, so that she will be what she ought to be, instead of doing what he ought to do for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ.  


If your goals are set the right way, then how you live is always for the glory of the Lord in, whatever comes your way, even though we would like to see our spouses being what they ought to be.  So, sometimes, knowing the role of your mate is not as helpful as you think it might be—maybe it is a little detrimental.  You become judgmental.  “My husband is not this,” or “My husband is not that.”  Now I learned early in our marriage, as I prayed for my wife, that sometimes I would know, I would see some faults.  You know, as you’re married for a while, you do find each other’s faults, is that right?  I began to pray for her, and sometimes I would pray in those areas of the negative that I would pick up.  “Lord, would You do this for Diana?  Would You do this?  Would You do this?”  And you know what I noticed?  I noticed that my whole mental outlook towards Diana began to turn towards that negative.  And every time I was around her, I did not notice the things that she did right.  I was more concerned with those things that were not right.  And one day I came to the conclusion that if I would just be grateful for the good qualities in my wife it would change my whole personal perspective of her.  The Lord did that, and really helped me to realize all the good things that she does.  So I just want to caution you, knowing these things can become a problem.  

You go home (perhaps you’re around another lady whose husband is just what you think your husband ought to be) and the problem is, you want to go home and throw rocks at your situation.  But God is the one who can change people, and He’s got to start with you first and with me first.  I think it’s so helpful when we look at the role of a man, that this is not something for you to go home and address the fact that your husband is not doing, but I think it’s a call to intercede for him, earnestly intercede for him, that God would, in his life, be, and cause him to be, what He wanted him to be.

 
Now, let me give some foundational things this morning as we introduce all of this.  First of all I believe that. . .  Listen, when I teach next to Kay, it just scares me to death.  She’s got a gift that just blesses my heart, and I’m grateful that the body is like it is.  We’re diverse, and we have different gifts.  We are different, but at the same time, we love one another.  But I know she’s established something, because I know Kay.  And that is this: unless your relationship is right with the Lord Jesus Christ, unless you have come to the place and committed to Him that you’re going to decrease and He’s going to increase, and you’re going to live your life from the cross (which means it’s no longer you, but it’s Him), then you might as well hang up the whole course, because marriage is not going to work, life is not going to work, nothing’s going to work, until you and God have gotten together in a right relationship.  

It’s like that triangle.  I’m sure you’ve already heard that.  But the triangle: Jesus here, my wife Diana right here, Wayne right here.  If Wayne lives daily, totally sold out to letting Jesus be his Lord, and if Diana lives that way, then look how much closer we get.  That becomes the glue that holds us together.  So that’s got to be laid down first.  As I go through the role of a man today, I’m not going to cover that, but understand that that’s the foundation we’re building on when I begin to share specifically two principles in God’s Word about the role of a man.


Now, having laid that foundation, turn with me to Ephesians 5.  Now, if you’ve done your homework, you know that there is no possible way in 58 minutes to cover the role of a man.  There’s just no way!  I got so frustrated about that when trying to study this material.  And it was like the Lord said, “Well, settle down, big boy.  Let Me do it, and don’t try to be so specific, but at least hone in on what’s important.”  So I’ve asked Him to help me do that, and I want to share with you this morning two basic principles that I think are the most important in the role of a man.  Obviously, I’ll not cover them all.  Perhaps in the next session, when we do the model man, that will even pick up some things that we won’t touch in this one.  But remember one more thing—anytime you reverse God’s order you have utter chaos.  Now that works in a church, that works in a family, and that works anywhere you are.  If you get it out of God’s established order, you’re in trouble.  God says, through Jeremiah, that He hovers over His Word to see that it’s performed.  So if we’re going to go about these things, we must go about them God’s way.  And that’s what we’re trying to do in this course—to take from God’s Word a pattern of priorities and orders that He has already established.


The first principle that I want you to see of the role of a man is this: It involves a man understanding that he is the head of his wife.  Now, that’s got to be #1.  After you have covered the foundation of the fact that he must be in a right relationship with his God, he must understand that he is the head of his wife.  Let’s read verses 23-33, and I think we can sort of get a feel of it.  (23) “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. (24) But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. (25) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; (26) that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, (27) that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. (28) So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself; (29) for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, (30) because we are members of His body. (31) For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. (32) This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. (33) Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.”


I would feel much better at this point if we could just pray one more time, just to make sure the Spirit is anointing what we’re saying, and also our ears to hear.  Father, oh Father, I thank You so much that in our weakness, Your strength is made perfect.  Now Lord, as we approach Your Word, I pray, O God, that You would speak it through us, and teach us as we speak it.  O Lord, it’s so fresh and wonderful when things begin to come together, even as we speak, because Lord, we bow before You.  You’re the teacher.  And I thank You for your Holy Spirit that reveals truth to our hearts.  And Father, I pray now that we can approach this in humility.  Lord, I admit to You that I have not fulfilled all of these roles.  But Father, I also submit to You that I really want to, and I thank You for Your grace that enables us to do that.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

 
All right, let’s look at a man being the head of his wife.  Let’s go back to Genesis 2.  I know you’ve had a lot of fun studying the principles of these things in Genesis.  “Let’s review just a little bit of how all of this is set up.  Genesis 1, of course, is the creation story.  Genesis 2 is also the same, but it focuses in on, or hones in on what Chapter 1 is saying.  Let’s look in Chapter 2:18.  “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone;’” [I love that verse, because it was God that recognized the need before man did.  You see, humanity at that point was incomplete.  Everything else was in its order; everything else was complete, but not humanity.  He had not finished yet.  And it says,] (18b)“‘I will make a helper suitable for him.’” [I know you’ve already covered this.  It’s not a help meet.  I don’t know who came up with that word, but it’s really “someone that’s compatible to him, that fits, that finishes him out.”]  

As you looked at the differences in the last session, it is wonderful how the Lord made us different and opposite.  How beautiful it is for a woman to want to really be sensitive, to develop a relationship; whereas a man is goal oriented—if he can conquer and conquer and conquer.  And it’s so beautiful to have the two together, and how that just sort of settles them all down.  The last time, in our session on Monday nights, I was thinking about the old fellow, Adam.  He didn’t know he needed anything.  He’d probably still be in the garden, as far as I know.  He’s working away.  But the Lord saw that he was incomplete.  And then, v. 19 said, “And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he could call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. (20) And the man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.” (21) So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.”  [Every time I read that I hear something (I don’t know who said it).  Years ago someone said, “He didn’t take woman from the head of man so she could rule over him.  He didn’t take woman from the feet of man so she could be a mat for him to walk over.  But took her took her from the side of man so she could be his companion, could be his helper, could complete man.”  And He made woman out of the rib of man.  Then, in v. 23, look what the man said when he saw the woman.]  He said, (23) “And this is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.  She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man.” [Now I don’t know if you’ve studied that or not, but if you really look into it (and I’m going to put it in twentieth century vernacular, and Diana’s watching me, and she hates for me to say this.  But if you study it, you’ve got to get the feel of it), what he really said when he saw woman was this.  He said, “Hot dog!” (That’s exactly what he said, because man realized finally that he was complete.  I think that’s one of the most beautiful verses in Scripture.]


Verse 24 shares the fact that they were both innocent together; they had a purity in their relationship.  This is exactly the way God had created His man.  Now remember, in the created order, man already has established his headship.  I mean, God has established his headship right there in that he was created first.  The woman was created out of the man.  The man was given the responsibilities here and to till the ground, to cultivate it, and all the different things, but he had his headship established.  

But Chapter 3 begins to shed a different light on everything.  In Chapter 3, we know that man sinned, and as a result of that sin, God shared the fact that man was still the head of the woman, but now he had to rule over the woman because of the sin that had occurred.  And you remember he had really sacrificed his headship.  He was supposed to be totally submissive to his God first, and in that submission to his God there was his established authority.  But you see, he violated that, and he listened to his wife when he should have listened to his God.  As a result of that, sin came into the world, and this is so important.  It doesn’t mean that a wife doesn’t have a right to her own opinion.  That’s not what it says at all.  I hope you don’t think that.  But it just means that when God has spoken to his man, he’s got to listen to his God.  

Do you remember a man in the New Testament that didn’t listen to his wife?  His name was Pilate.  And she said, “I don’t believe you ought to have anything to do with this man.”  But he wouldn’t listen.  And you can go on to Abraham, how Abraham would not listen to God, but he’d listen to his wife.  And so you see it balancing back and forth.  You see it all the way through Scripture.  You’ve got to learn to respect when the wife has an opinion.  You need to hear, but you’ve got to know the times when God is speaking, and you need to take that route.  

Well, he gave up the authority of his headship when he sinned.  As a result of that, in v. 16, God says, “To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.’” [There are two words for the word “rule.”  In Chapter 1:26, he’s given dominion.  He’s supposed to rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the sky.  Now that word there is a different word than the word that is used here in Chapter 3.  The word used in Chapter 1 is a word that means “to tread down, to prevail over.”  It’s a subduing type of thing.  But the word that’s used in verse 16 is beautiful.  I know you studied it in your homework.  The word basically means “to have authority over.”  That’s basically it.  “To manage, to govern.”  It’s an authoritative type of word, but it’s a very gentle word, in the sense that it’s used of kings having authority over kings.  Now here’s the key.  A king, first of all, even though he may have an authority over another king, is going to respect that other king.  No king would treat another king shamefully.  As a matter of fact, this particular word is used for the Messiah, the Lord Jesus, in His rule over us.  And you know how He treats us.  So the word is not. . .  You know sometimes when I hear that man is the head, and wife is supposed to submit and all, I hear it in such a way that I wouldn’t listen to it either.  It’s not that man carries a club around, but he bears a responsibility that God gave him.


Now, the status of man and woman are equal in God’s eyes.  We know that from the New Testament; that in Christ there is no male or female, no Jew or Greek.  In other words, it’s not like the man is better than the woman, but there is a functional order that God set up (in Genesis 3), as a result of the sin of man in the garden, that we’re having to live under even today, so that it’s functional.  It doesn’t have anything to do with status.  Women are not to have to go out and fight for equal rights.  Boy, that breaks up a can of worms, doesn’t it?  That’s not even necessary, because in God’s eyes she is as equal to him.  She completed him.  See, that’s the way it’s always been.  But, when it comes to man relating to his wife, God has established a functional order.  He is to rule over, manage, to govern, to bring to maturity.  He’s the one that is to take the leadership over his wife and his family.

 
Go back to Ephesians 5, where it talks about that.  That’s what we’re reading, and I just wanted you to see where that came from.  I know you already know all those things, but it’s helpful to review them, because if you don’t realize that God set this up, anytime that rule is violated, you see that there is utter chaos in your life.  You cannot change that around.  Now, our daughter Stephanie—I love our daughter; I love my children.  I love both of them.  But my daughter Stephanie is going to have an interesting time with some of these principles.  I’ve already seen (and she’s at that age right now), she’s got a boyfriend.  I mean, anybody that wears long pants, she’s interested in, and that is to me as natural as breathing.  But she’s in love with about seven at one time, and it’s always kind of neat to watch that.  She says, “Daddy, if this boy asks me to go with him, can I?  Will you let me go with him?”  I said, “Wait a minute.  What does it mean to go with him?”  “Oh Daddy, you know what it means.  It means we sit across from each other in the lunchroom.  I would never hold hands or anything like that.”  

Listen, here’s Stephanie’s problem.  Stephanie has a temperament.  I don’t know what you’d call it, I don’t even know where it comes from.  It must be a flesh characteristic.  But anyway, it’s one of these temperaments that she is like a bulldog.  Matter of fact, I got a picture of her not long ago (not of her, but it could have been), of two bulls banging heads with one another, and it had a little prayer caption that says, “Father, forgive others when they do not have my opinion.”  I’m going to put that in her room, because that’s the way she is.  Now you see, the problem here is, if you’re a real strong-willed type of individual, you’re going to have trouble with this, because if you reverse the order, you are in big-time trouble.  You have reversed what God has set up.  And there are a lot of people who sort of take this thing under their own—you know, they strap on both guns for the shoot-out at the O.K. Corral, and they say, “OK, big boy, if you’re not going to run it, I’m going to run it.”  See, it’s that kind of thing.  And you got to be real careful here, because God has established this order.  He is the head of the wife.  And the man needs to understand this.  And it’s hard for a man to assume this.  Particularly is it going to be hard for the one that marries my daughter.

 
But, you know, a lot of people don’t realize this.  Let me let me share something with you.  One of the things that I’ve noticed of the women that come to me for counseling, I notice a lot of times they’ll come to me for spiritual, Scriptural advice, when, if they would have gone to their husband, properly respected the role that God placed within him, I don’t care if he can’t spell the book of John, and begin to let that man realize that he is in a position that God has originally established him in the book of Genesis, I think it would tremendously effect marriages.  The problem is when we get knowledge and we try to beat somebody down with that knowledge.  The key is this, if we understand a man’s role, are we willing to follow God’s plan in letting a man assume that role?  Most men that I’ve talked to, even in the church, don’t even know their responsibilities as a deacon, or whatever.  And once you come in, and begin to communicate that gently and carefully, the man begins to wake up, and he says, “Hey, I see it.”  

But there are a lot of men that they don’t come to church, and one of the reasons is that their wives have so beat them down about what they don’t know about the Word of God, they could care less.  “Great!  You be religious; I’ll make the money.  I’ll pay for the groceries.  You take care of that side; I’ll take care of this side.”  And if you’re careful to be very sensitive to the leadership of Holy Spirit, God will use you to help your husband discover his role in marriage.  And I just want to caution you, that doesn’t mean you can’t come and ask me a question if I’m your pastor or whatever.  I don’t mean that.  But what I’m saying is, “Why can’t we direct that right back to him.  Let him come to me.  Let the husband come to me.”  Bring a question to him that he can’t answer, and let me help you help your husband.  But he’s got to learn that he is the head of the wife.  

And not only that, as is said in Genesis, he’s to rule over her.  And obviously, as we saw in Genesis 1 and 2, if man is listening to his God and walking in oneness with his God, then that’s the glory of that position God has put him into.  Then he’s qualified, you see, to walk in that position with his wife.  These things are so important for a man to understand, but in talking to an all (mostly) women audience, I see some men, and I’m glad you’re here.  I feel better.  But you know, it’s kind of tough because I want to make sure, as I’m sharing these principles, you don’t just go home, and say, “Mmm, I wish my husband would shape up.”  But you go home, and say, “God, use me.  I’m supposed to be compatible to him.  I’m a helper suitable for him.  Then, Father, help me discover the role that You have given me to get him into the position you want him to be.”  And I guarantee you, God has never failed yet.  If it is God’s will, then God never commands anything He does not enable, if that’s our intended purpose.  So the first role then is a priority that a man understands, is that he is the established head over his wife.  In v. 23 it says, “just as Christ also is the head of the church.”

 
Now, my frustration enters at this point, because I want to link two priorities together.  I’m not sure if I can do that—two principles together.  Stay with me for a second.  Remember the relationship man with his God, all right?  When that’s right, then there’s a love within that man that is not that man.  Do you understand what I’m saying?  Galatians 5:22-23 talks about the fruit of the Spirit.  Now, you’ve got to understand something.  Man cannot assume that headship apart from his oneness with God, because it’s impossible.  If he denies his relationship to his God, he has denied the authority and the glory of that position God has put him in, you see.  That’s got to be there.  And the reason is (because it can’t be the man loving) it must be the Lord Jesus in him, loving through him.  Man is incapable, in his own power, to fulfill the very position God put him into.  So this is a real key in the role of a man.  Not only does he understand his headship (because some men hear this), and they go home and they say, “O.K., get out the whip.”  And they’re going to crack everything into order.  “I’m the headship; I’m managing my house.”  That’s not it.  Whoa!  

King David was anointed king a long time before he ever took the throne.  God had to establish him into that rightful place.  Now, just because I’m the pastor of a church does not mean I deserve any kind of respect.  That respect is earned.  That position is something that God develops within a person.  And to me, as I understand this Scripture, “As Christ is the head of the church, He himself being the Savior of the body,”, then the way that that headship is exercised is in the fact of the way he loves his wife.  In other words, the basis of that love (and we’re going to talk about that love, and it’s very detailed), to me, is that which gives him credibility to take the headship that God has put him into over his family.  

Now, this is to combat some of the teaching that is going on today that a man takes a club and goes home and shapes up his house.  Boy that just kills me.  To me, you’ve got to be in a position where you are gentle enough that the lamb, the dove of God, can rest upon you, so that the people around you will see the position God’s put you into.  I can demand it, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that I’m going to get the respect back.  But when God is in control of me, then obviously He can be in control of my family and my wife.  He worked through that.

So first of all, then, it’s to understand his headship.  But the second principle that I want to stay on this morning is that a man is to understand that he is to love his wife.  That’s the second most important thing.  In 58 minutes, what can you say about the role of man?  First of all, he ought to understand he is the established head of his family.  But secondly (if he doesn’t understand this, then he has no credibility at all, other than the fact that God put him in that position), is that a man must understand he must learn how to love his wife.  In v. 25 (right after he talks about the husband being the head of the wife), he says, “Husbands now, since you are the head, love your wives just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”


Boy, I used to love to read the verse where it says, “Women, be submissive to your husbands.  Wives be submissive to your husbands.”  I liked that.  And whenever I’d preach, I would sort of speak louder on that.  You know, as a preacher you can do that.  I’d pound the pulpit right there.  Also it says in v. 25, “mmllllmmm,” (Wayne indicates that he kind of skips over this verse).  O.K, we’d go on.  In 1 Peter 3, it talks about the wife having a quiet spirit, and all these things, and I loved to preach on that—until it got to that v. 7, when it says, “Now men...I want to say something to you,” and boy, in one verse, he just wipes us out completely.  You know, I’d much rather be on the other end of the stick in this whole thing.  So he says you’ve got to learn to love your wife as Christ loved the church.


Now, the love that I have for my wife, if it’s from Wayne, it’s conditional.  But if it’s from God, it’s unconditional, and that kind of love demands respect of others that are around you.  It’s just like pastoring a church.  If my church does not know that I love them genuinely, unconditionally, even to the point I’m willing to allow them to fail, and be whatever God wants them to be and do whatever He’s doing in their life, then there’s no respect, you see, from those people.  But I can’t stand up in the pulpit and say, “I love you.”  I can write in my little bulletin column, “I love you.”  And they say, “Big deal.”  But when they sense it, that it’s not Wayne, that it’s a true love in Wayne, automatically there is a position of authority that God begins to elevate.  And it’s amazing.  (You have to pastor a church to understand.)  But if you’ll ever go into a church as pastor, no—if your husbands ever go to a church to pastor, you might give this piece of advice—don’t change anything for the first year to two years.  Don’t change a thing.  Just go in there, and do what God told you to do, and let God start loving the people through you; and before you know it, you can follow God, and they’ll start following you, and you don’t have all these problems of somebody paranoid to think that he has to remand respect for his authority.  There are people all over the country today wanting authority.  You don’t demand it.  It’s earned.  It’s established, and it comes on a love basis, when God begins to love within you that agape love.


Now let me describe the love, and I think you’ll understand where I’m headed this morning.  Actually, this is the point I want to focus in on.  The headship, we understand that; but I think a lot of people don’t realize how God establishes that headship.  He does it through that relationship the man has with his Lord, his walk with his God.  And through that comes a love that just blows you away.  We want to look at agape love, and we’re going to see different qualities of it, and that’s going to be the bulk of my message this morning.  First of all, it’s initiated by man.  Now, when you think of the love that Christ loved the church, and that’s what he’s talking about there in v. 25, “Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church.”  You’ve got to go back to the fact that Christ initiated that love.  Is that right?  He initiated that love.  I didn’t initiate that love.  Christ took the initiative in that love towards the church.  He was the one who started it, and this is the way it is in all of life.  You can take any area, the physical relationship, and the man is the initiator, and the woman is the responder.  Christ is the initiator, and the church is the responder.  And there is your picture right there.  The man must initiate this love.  This is why I’m so convicted (and I thank the Lord for women that are godly and love Him.  Please don’t misunderstand that.)  But my burden is—where are the men?  Where are the men?  And you see what’s happened.  It says in the Old Testament— “In their rebellion, the women shall rule over them, and the children being rebellious to them.”  And boy, I thought about that—how it can flip-flop, if you get that order out of the way.

 
I can go into a church right now and start preaching a meeting, or you can go into a church, and in thirty minutes you know where they are.  It doesn’t take you any time.  Just start speaking, and you can tell where they are.  It just kills you, because, usually, you go in with one idea which you’re going to preach on, and you end up preaching on what you’ve preached on every place else you’ve ever been, because they’re not ready for what you really wanted to share.  But you can tell that quick if that thing is out of order.  You know how?  By the domineering factor of the women in that church.  Be careful now.  You don’t hear me, what I’m not saying.  I’m not saying that God didn’t want to use a woman.  I’m not saying that.  But when you find the stronger leadership among the women of that church, and the weaker leadership among the men, you’ve got a reversed priority.  But the responsibility goes back to those men.  Those men were supposed to have been the men God wanted them to be.  So, the first thing then, we need to understand, is that the man is to initiate it.

 
A lady came to see me one day, and she said, “You know, Wayne, I’ve learned something.  Instead of me going tell my husband this and this and this and this, I’ve started praying that God will so put it on his heart that he’ll be the one to come up with it, before I have to tell him.”  Now that’s not bad.  But now, some women don’t like that, because they want to tell him first.  It’s kind of fun, you know.  It’s a way of taking spiritual knowledge, and beating somebody’s head.  Legalism had a wonderful time with that kind of thing.  But, you see, the man is to be the initiator.  Now what are we doing this morning?  We’re simply trying to outline what the man is supposed to do.  He is supposed to be the head of his family, but he does it in such a way that it’s earned, it’s not demanded.  And it comes out of an honest, pure love that God has within him for his wife, first of all, which is initiated by the man.

 
Secondly—it is unconditional.  And that’s what I was trying to say about that agape love.  It doesn’t love if; it doesn’t love because; it just loves.  I’m really serious about this.  I don’t believe much of Christianity even understands how God loves them.  I believe that.  I believe that’s the biggest problem.  We don’t know who we are in Christ.  We had a little lady, just this past weekend, so precious, she’s so excited, she’s completely changed.  It dawned on her that whatever she did, it did not change one bit the way God thought about her.  And we say this in meetings like this, but you get out during the week, and what happens?  “Oh, I did it again, I did it again, I did it again.”  And they happened to be there last night at a dinner we went to in Atlanta, and she just talked my ear off.  She has been the quietest person I’ve ever been around in our church, and boy, she just came unglued when she saw what unconditional love was all about.  And I want to tell you something.  She’s going to start loving her husband that way, because she realizes if God loves her that much, that love is in her; and that love is capable of being released towards her husband.  Her husband needs to understand that.  The love that we have for our wives must be totally unconditional.


I’ll be real honest with you.  I’m not doing so good in all these things.  We’ve been going through some tough times, and I was telling Diana this morning, “I hate to get up here and share, when you’re struggling yourself.”  I don’t want you to forget for one second the fact that I haven’t attained anything.  I’m working on it, and my heart is to want to know it.  But, of all men, I know what it means to fail; but I thank God He takes a failure and puts it all back together.  My love for my wife is unconditional.  We’ve been going through some tough times.  She’s had some pretty serious surgery, a lot of setbacks.  And you know, that does something sometimes, in a way (That’s my wife, the pretty one right there.), in our relationship; maybe some things have not been what I would desire them to be.  And last night, as I was studying this, it killed me, because God revealed to me bitterness in my heart.  Conditional love that was there.  And boy, that hurt me.  How do you stand before people, and teach people what a role of a man ought to be?  The only way I can do it is to say, “This is God’s standard, and I’m yielded to want to be there, but I’m not there.  And I saw, last night, just how much conditional love is really in me.

 
Do you know what conditional love is?  It means, “If you respond this way, then I’ll respond this way.”  You see, a lot of wives don’t understand this.  But I’m talking about husbands.  But a lot of wives don’t understand that that love has got to be unconditional.  Regardless of what my wife does, it is possible.  Now, if you’re not a Christian, and you’re not saved, you can’t do this—so don’t even listen.  But if you’re saved, there’s no excuse.  There is no excuse for anything less than what God has given you.  “He has given you all things (2 Peter says) for life and godliness.”  Whatever you need to unconditionally love your husband is already there.  Men, whatever we need to unconditionally love our wives is there.  We initiate it.  It starts with us.  And now secondly, it’s got to be that unconditional kind of love.

 
Nashville tells us that we fall in love.  Now there’s a sense of that.  I remember when I first met Diana; it was at a beauty pageant.  She was—I wasn’t in it.  I was just there, and I voted for her to win it.  I did.  I didn’t know her from Adam.  I voted for her to win it, and she didn’t.  She got second runner-up, Miss Kentucky.  And boy, I was so excited about that.  And a little later on, I saw her, and I think there is a sense of a falling for someone.  But you’ve got to remember something.  Don’t confuse romance and love.  You see, agape love is not a feeling, it’s a commitment.  Now that ought to go home with you.  

 
I was on a plane not long ago, flying somewhere, and there was a guy on the plane from Detroit, and he found out that I was a Christian.  Do you ever get on a plane, Kay, and you feel like nobody around you is saved, and you’re the only one?  You feel so outnumbered!  And I was sitting here, and there was a lady that sat down in the middle, there’s a man by the window, and I was sitting on the aisle.  And I thought, “Oh boy, I’m the only one on this plane that knows the Lord.  Why am I stuck in with all these pagans?”  So, I’m sitting there.  Well, immediately, immediately the guy next to the window starts making a pass at the girl.  Well, that figures—I mean, you know that’s what they’re going to do.  And, as I say, here I’m stuck in here with all this.  So he starts trying to flirt with her, and all this kind of stuff, and I noticed that she just completely turned him off.  Well, it wasn’t very long until there was a little bit of a conversation struck up and she said, “You’re a Christian.”  And I said, “Oh, glory, I am.”  She said, “I am too.”  And she said, “Where are you coming from?”  I had come from St.  Louis, and I don’t remember now where I was going.  And she said, “Oh, oh.”  She said, “In a few weeks we’re moving to St.  Louis.  Do you know a church there that really believes the Word of God and really teaches the Word?”  And I happened to know one, and I shared it with her.  And the guy on the window was thinking, “Oh no.  This whole plane is full of Christians.”  But this guy leaned over and began to talk with me.  He said, “Since you’re a preacher. . .” (after he found out who I was) I want to tell you something.”  It’s interesting what you can learn from pagans.  I’m serious, people that are lost will tell you some stuff, if you’ll listen to them.  He said, “You preachers, you make it too easy for a couple to get married.”  He said, “It’s easy to get a divorce.  The courts are sitting there waiting to accommodate you.  But you preachers, why don’t you make it harder for a couple to get married.”

 
So I’m thinking about doing a covenant service, and we’re going to cut wrists and the whole thing, you know, tie their arms together.  Let them wear a red dress instead of white, because it may be a little messy.  But if we understood—do you realize when you stand at an altar and you commit to God to love that person, do you realize, men, (we’re talking to men today.  I keep forgetting.), do you realize you’re committing to unconditionally love your wife till death alone shall part you?  Well, if we understood that, I think we’d have a whole lot less confusion.  Romance?  That involves the feeling parts of it.  And you know, and I know, that after several years of marriage that romance begins to take sort of a second place.  (Now, hey, whoa!  Don’t put it too far down on your priorities.)  But there’s something else that begins to develop, a deeper thing, much deeper, and that’s when that commitment you either made—or didn’t make—is going to surface.  Boy, that’s when it gets tough.  And so men, we not only should initiate this love.


There are times when I wished that Diana would go ahead and do something, so I could respond.  “Huh-uh,” God says. “No way; you initiate this kind of love.  You start it.  You set the pattern.”  And, by the way, you don’t think your children don’t watch this?  Matter of fact, if you want to do something really good for your children, men, since there are all four of us here, put your wife first, and initiate that unconditional love in front of your children, and you’re doing more than what they say you’re doing by denying them.  Brother, you are helping them.  They’re seeing a pattern right in front of them.


Not only is it initiated by the man, not only is it unconditional, but thirdly, it’s provisional.  Not in the sense of certain provisions have to be there first, but provisional.  I’m trying to say, “God provided for the church.  Jesus provides for the church.”  That’s what I’m speaking of in the word “provisional.”  So this kind of love automatically, in its heart, seeks to provide for the person God has put under your authority.  Now I tell you, we’re still talking about v. 25, how He loved the church and gave Himself up for her, and if He had not have given up Himself for the church, we would not have what we have.  We wouldn’t have the church.  He gave what was necessary.  And that love, oh listen, it’s so precious when you see this.  

There are a lot of men come to me to counsel with them.  I know, folks, they come to me, freeloading on the church, freeloading on anybody they can get a hold of, letting their wives work two and three jobs to support the family.  And that is not in God’s Word.  Matter of fact, it is a part of the original sin.  Before woman was ever made, man was told to take care of the garden.  That was a responsibility God gave him, and already he was beginning to develop his creative purpose.  Then after Chapter 3, he said, “By the sweat of your brow, you’ll eat.”  And it was man that was given the command.  And how many days should he work?  It says in Exodus, “Six days shalt thou labor.”  

You know, I’ve thought about this many times.  I keep wanting three days off.  I don’t have one yet, but I want three.  But do you know why God did that?  Any man, because of the presence of sin, in a sense of the flesh, cannot afford to become idle.  And I’m not getting into whether wives should work or not.  (I wouldn’t touch that with a ninety-five foot pole, but I want to tell you something.)  There are many who are working for one reason—they’re not getting that which they need at home, so they’re finding it in their jobs.  And what they’re doing, they are causing their husbands to realize they can slough off, because the wife is going to do it.  And they start reversing those priorities.  Look out!  Look out!  He is the one to be the bread-winner of the family.  Now I didn’t say that wives shouldn’t work, or anything like that.  I’m not going to touch that.  That’s not even what I’m thinking right now.  But there are many people who are working out of a false motive.  It’s not a pure thing that God’s led them to do.

 
2 Thessalonians 3:7 says something interesting about the subject.  “For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, (8) nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you;” [The context of this is a little different, but I want you to see a principle.] (9) “not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example. (10) For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work neither let him eat.” [That’s right.]
 
I heard this story, and I don’t know if it’s true or not, but it certainly brings a great illustration at this time.  It was about a wife who worked and the husband stayed home all the time; just camped out at home.  It was wonderful.  Let the wife work.  Let her work all day long.  He could just enjoy whatever he wanted to do.  Well, finally, one week she got tired of it, and she just decided she wasn’t going to work.  So when it came time for the clock to go off in the morning, she just turned it off, and rolled back over.  Well, all a sudden, he became real sensitive to the situation, and he began to say, “What are you going to do?  Aren’t you going to work?”  And she said, “No.”  “Well, now wait a minute; if you don’t go to work, then we can’t buy groceries.”  She said, “So.  What is the worst thing that could happen?”  He said, “We’ll die.”  She said, “That’s okay; I’m a Christian.  ‘To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.’  That’s O.K.  I’m not worried about it.”  And she just rolled over.  Well, she did this for several days, until the old boy finally woke up to the fact that he needed to go back to work.  I’m just saying things that you already know.  But for a man, he has been given the responsibility to be the provider of his home.


Let me just share this with you.  And again I’m leaning on something, and you’re going to think I’m heading it that way.  I’m not; don’t prejudge me.  But in a counseling situation recently, a young lady shared with me (with tears just streaming down her face) that her marriage was about to split completely.  Do you know what she said?  She said, “I never wanted to work to start with.  When that little baby was born, I didn’t want to go to work.  But my husband said that I had to go to work, so we put that little baby with my sister (I believe it was somebody’s relative or somebody keeping it).  She said, “And I started going to work.  Every time I would come home in the afternoon, and the little baby was having problems (sick, or whatever),” she said, “I got to thinking, it wouldn’t be that way if I’d have been home.”  As a result of all of that, you wouldn’t believe what has entered into that relationship.  And it all started when a man wanted more out of life than perhaps God said he needed at that point.  You’ve got to be careful about these things. Be real careful that man is the provider.

 
Now I want to tell you something.  Need is one of the greatest ways in the world that God speaks to us.  Did you know that?  I hear these messages all the time, “How do you find the will of God in your life?”  You know what one of the best ways is?  What do you need?  Because whatever you need is obviously God’s way of letting you know that’s where He wants to supply, if it’s valid, and if it’s a need.  And what do people do when they get into need?  Boy, they immediately begin to take their own authority over this thing.  Send the wife to work, work an extra job, do the whole thing.  Well, a man needs to be in those situations.  I know how it was for years.  Diana (she was a bookkeeper before I met her) kept all the bills and everything.  And then one day I took them over.  Oh, dear!  I’d have gotten every color letter from bill collectors that there is.  I’d get these bills, and I’d say, “Whoopee, phone bill.”  I just don’t even think about it.  And I tell you what it does for me—overnight, it made me start getting responsible.  And it all came when we began to realize some Scriptural responsibilities that I was supposed to assume as the provider of the home.  

Now, I want to tell you something.  A woman (and you can all agree.  You all are “Amen”ing everything I’m saying.) is not geared to take that kind of stress and pressure, but a man is.  Back in Genesis 1 and 2, God made him that way.  And,you see, He’s going to equip him, if you’ll let him be equipped.  But the problem with a lot of wives is this, they won’t do that.  They go home and say, “Why don’t you provide for me?”  Well, wait a minute—whoa, whoa, whoa!  Just get on your face before the Lord, and ask God how you can start, as a help meet, to get him to where he ought to be, be where you ought to be, and through prayer, see him be pushed into a position.  Now it may get worse before it gets better.  Is that right?  It may get worse before it gets better.

 
Fourthly, this kind of love, men (all four of us), is totally self-sacrificing; totally selfless, and self-sacrificing.  In Ephesians 5:25, it says, “Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” You see, here is what it means to me, and you just take the application your way.  For me to love my wife as Christ loved me, the church, part of His body, is to deny anything of Wayne’s desires, and to put my wife as a priority in my life.


You don’t come on Monday nights, so I haven’t had the privilege of sharing with you that years ago, bass fishing was my thing.  I’d bass fish before I’d do anything.  I used to use it as an excuse to get out of the house.  I’d say, “Well, I’ve got to witness to this old boy; he’s not right with the Lord,” and this kind of thing.  Boo!  The only thing I ever said to him was fuss at him when the boat got in shallow water and turned around by the wind, and I couldn’t throw over it.  I used that.  Hey listen.  I used softball.  I used sports.  I used all these things as an excuse for escaping my responsibility of putting my wife first.  And I did it all on the basis of “I deserve it.”  Now, I want to tell you something.  Who deserves it?  No, not you.  You have been bought with a price; you are not your own.  

And you see these principles had to come to me.  Listen, I still like to fish.  I took my boy trout fishing the other day, and had the best time with him.  When I go, I still love it.  But God has re-established a priority in my life.  Hey, and I’m still working on it.  Diana’s here; if you want to know anything about me, she knows.  But I want you to know I haven’t made it, but I’m working on it.  And the last six or eight years have been the sweetest in our relationship.  And I know one of the reasons is because I began to put the right person first in my life.  And that, to me, is what it means to lay down your life for someone.  I mean, surely, we can talk about the extremes of that.  

But what does it mean for a man to selflessly love his wife?  It means that his relationship with his wife takes top priority, other than his relationship with God, over any relationship on earth.  Even with my staff, even with my friends, my ball partners on the team, or whatever.  She comes first.  And I want to tell you something, ladies, that is hard.  That’s not easy.  Anybody that says it’s easy is crazy.  But I’ve learned something.  You do it God’s way, and you find out that something in your inner man so agrees with the laws of God.  You know, you can do it your own way for a while, but you start doing it God’s way, and “His will is good and acceptable and perfect,” and I’m here to say that.  If your husband doesn’t think it is, you let him call me—but at church.  Don’t call me at home.  I have enough of that, all right?
 
Men need to understand then, that their wives are a part of themselves.  And that’s what he goes on to say, in verses 26-27.  Then look at verse 28, “So husbands ought to also love their own wives as their own bodies.” [And what do we do for our body?  We nourish and we cherish our own bodies, so that’s the way we ought to treat our wives.  The word “nourish” there means “to bring to maturity, to totally care for.”  Now, I’m going to take care of old Number One.  You know.  Well, wait a minute.  She’s a part of me.  We’re one body, so if I’m going to take care of me, I had better make sure I take care of her.  

I Peter tells me to do it in a very tender way.  It says the wife is a weaker vessel, that doesn’t mean inferior; that means more precious.  Anything, anything that is weaker in the sense of what God is saying there, is simply more precious.  Do you have a piece of china at home that has been passed down through the generations?  That’s more precious, isn’t it?  And how do you handle it?   Very tenderly, very carefully; almost as you would take care of your own self.  That’s exactly what he’s talking about.  So we nourish our wives, and we cherish them.  This is the way we do it.  It means “to foster with tender care.”  It’s like a bird covering her young with her feathers, softening with warmth.  Isn’t that beautiful?

 
Look at Colossians 3:19.  But we have to read v.18 first.  (18) “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” [It always comes right behind that, doesn’t it?] (19) “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be embittered against them.” [Do you know what that means?  Don’t irritate them and exasperate them.  This is so interesting here.  I see this in so many principles, being a pastor to a church, because there are ways of doing things, and there are ways of not doing things.  I’ve learned one thing—that   there are certain areas of stressful situations that I don’t need to share with Diana at certain times.  The timing has got to be so important.  You’ve got to treat life that way.  And a man needs to understand that his wife is a weaker, more precious vessel.  He’s never to embitter her or to exasperate her, to push her to the point that she says, “I could care less.”  Now let me ask you a question.  Do you think you can do that apart from the Holy Spirit of God empowering your life?  NO!


One of the things just came to my mind, that I hate worse than anything; hate, literally (I think there is a real sense, in the way I can hate something), and that is hanging drapes.  They say that finances, and all this stuff, is causing marriages to fail, but, personally, I think hanging drapes has something to do with it.  I think that somewhere there are roots of bitterness in that area.  If I’m told to do something, leave me alone, and let me do it.  Well, Diana’s always been a helper, and she’s a help meet.  She wanted to help me do it.  And I know that in the house we were living in in Jackson, Mississippi, the windows were not right with the ceilings.  I don’t know, I think some juniors in Vacation Bible School built our house.  And you’d get the drapes right with the windows, and crooked with the wall and with the ceiling.  You get them right with the ceiling, and they’re crooked with the floor.  And I—oh, it’s killing me.  And then I’d get the thing in, and it would fall out.  I couldn’t find one of those little studs.  I had little one of those little things that is supposed to find them, and it didn’t work.  I tried that thing all the way down the wall, but it didn’t work.  So I kept putting holes in the wall.  I’d do one, and it would fall out.  It was about 4 o’clock in the morning, and I (here’s my real problem) I wanted to go bass fishing at 5:30.  I was trying out for the Jackson Bass Club in Jackson, Mississippi.  And a fellow had a brand new high-performance bass boat, big engine on the back of it, and that’s what really was bugging me.  And I was determined to get that dumb drape up before I left.  It kept falling down; it just kept falling down.  

Finally, Diana walked in, and said, “Well, Wayne, I think. . .”  And I was at the point that I wanted to say, “Diana, here’s the drapes, here’s the hammer, here. . .”  Finally, I actually did that.  I had them up and I thought I was through, and it just started going “rrrr”, and “whoooom;” and it fell down.  And Diana is standing there like this, and I said, “Look, here’s your screwdriver, here’s everything you need, here’s everything.  I’m going fishing.”  Boy, I walked out, and bam, slammed the door.  I went out to Ross Barnett.  Boy, I had irritated her, exasperated her.  You say, “But yeah, if she hadn’t kept coming in the room. . .”  Wait a minute.  Unconditionally, I love her.  Whoa.  You see, you get in that ball park.  

Well, we went out fishing, and the wind blew us up in shallow cove.  Now if you’ve never fished in a big old heavy bass boat, you don’t know what that’s like.  But oh, folks, it was bad.  We couldn’t fish; we couldn’t get out.  The stumps were all in there, and it was banging us off those stumps.  It was one of the worst days they’d had on Ross Barnett reservoir.  We had to take big long poles, and it took us four hours to work ourselves out of a cove.  I never threw more than 5 or 6 times.  And when we got back, it was like the Lord said, “You see.  You see.”  Finally, I said, “I give, I give.”  So I made it right with the Lord.  

Then I said, “Uh-oh.  We’re in trouble now, because I made it right with you, Lord, but Diana doesn’t quite have the same feelings right now.”  Have you ever thought that?  So we are on our way home, and I remember pulling into the driveway there.  And I was thinking to myself, “God, You are going to have to replace me, because I am not capable of handling it if Diana is still irritated at me and exasperated with me.”  And so we walked inside, and I opened up the den door.  And I said, “Lord, You’re going to have to do it.  I don’t know how else to ask You.”  People always tell me, “Be filled with the Spirit.”  How do you do that?  So I just said, “Lord, You’re going to have to take it.”  I walked inside, and I heard Diana coming.  I thought, “Du, du, dun-du.”  She walked around the corner, and, you know, the Spirit so beautifully gave me a love and a tenderness.  All I desired to do was to go and hold her, and make it right.  And you know where that came from?  It came right from the Lord.  It will never work any other that way.

 
So, you see what He’s saying here is pretty ideal.  But the ideal is the Lord.  He gives that as the example.  And where is the Lord?  He lives in me.  And where is His power?  I’ve got it, so there’s no excuse.  I loved my wife as Christ loved the church.  O.K, it’s initiated by Him.  It’s unconditional.  It’s provisional.  It’s selfless.

 
And there is only one more thing I’ve got time to do, and this is: it is directional.  Does Christ give direction to His church?  I imagine.  Why does He do that?  Because He loves the church.  And so therefore the man steps out, and takes the direction and the lead of the family.  Do you know what this does to most men, and it will to your husbands as it does to me?  It scares them to death.  “You mean I’m the spiritual leader of my family.”  Well, not necessarily, I’m just a follower.  Oooh, do you remember Joshua when Moses had died, and God came to Joshua who’d been a yes man to Moses for forty years?  And He said, “Joshua, Moses my servant is dead.  You take the people over to Canaan.”  And I imagine Joshua said, “Me?”  And then a little later on, if you’ll study the context there, really, literally, what he says is, “Hey Joshua, I’ll give you a secret.  You follow Me, and they will follow you.”  It’s beautiful.  And that is one of the things that a man has got to understand—he’s got to be a follower in order to be a leader.  He gives direction to his family, but not direction he comes up with, but direction that’s implanted and revealed to him of the Lord.  Those who are led of the Spirit are truly the children of God.  So we have someone who is the Guide.  Someone said the other day that God doesn’t give us a map; He just gives us the Guide.  Isn’t that better?  And so we have that.

 
So here we’ve looked at the ideal.  First of all, he’s the head of his wife.  And don’t stop there or you’re in trouble, because secondly, he must love his wife as Christ loves the church.  Even though Christ could demand His authority over the church, He doesn’t really do that.  The goodness of God brings a man to repentance.  God loves and loves and loves and loves and loves, and what do we do?  We obey and we obey and we obey.  It’s just amazing what the love of God will do.  And there to me, is the balance.  He’s head but God establishes him out of that love which comes right out of God.  And the balance is just right there.


Don’t go home and say, “Dear, you have blown it.”  No, just go home and commit yourself to being the helper, the right suitable partners, to initiating or helping your husband initiate the right love in his life.  But remember that one thing I shared with you.  When you’ve got a spiritual problem, don’t be too quick to go aside from the person God put into your life to be your spiritual leader.  “But Wayne, he doesn’t care about the Word.  All he wants to do is read his old sports magazines and watch football games.”  So...give him time.  Maybe he’ll start coming and asking a question, and I just need to work with him anyway.  That’s what I’m here for.

 
Let’s pray.  Father we just thank You so much for Your Word.  And Lord, I know the frustration is that we haven’t covered all the bases.  But Father I thank You that You’ve put this burden on our hearts and Lord, we just shared as we believe we’ve been obedient to You to share.  I thank You that Your Word never returns unto You void.  Father, our purpose here is not to get every detail, but Father, to explain something that You have said is an order.  Lord, may we walk in Thy priorities.  Lord, I pray for my own life, that it’ll be real to me.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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