COVENANT – LESSON 8

“How Faithful is God in His Covenant With Men?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


How faithful is God in His covenants that He makes with men?  We need to know that.  You say, “Why?”  Because God has made a covenant with you, if you have come to Jesus Christ.  He’s made a new covenant with you.  He’s entered into that covenant with you.  If you are going to appreciate that covenant, and if you are going to walk within its security and its limits and its bounds.  You say, “Does it have bounds?”  Yes, it does.  If you are going to walk within those, then you need to know how faithful God is to His covenants.  


Let’s begin in 1 Samuel 20.  Now remember, David and Jonathan have made a covenant.  We didn’t get to look at this in our last session because I just flat ran out of time, and I didn’t want to hurry it.  But it all fits in so beautiful, and so we are looking at this covenant that David and Jonathan have made with one another.  Now in the first place, in 1 Samuel 18, it was just between the two men.  But now in 1 Samuel 20, they make another covenant; this covenant is between their descendants.  In 1 Samuel 20:13,  Jonathan is speaking, and he says, “ If it please my father to do you harm, may the Lord do so to Jonathan and more also, if I do not make it known to you and send you away, that you may go in safety.  And may the Lord be with you as He has been with my father. (14) And if I am still alive, will you not show me the lovingkindness of the Lord, that I may not die? (15) And you shall not cut off your lovingkindness from my house forever,” {Now here it goes between both descendants.] “not even when the Lord cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” (16) “So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, ‘May the Lord require it at the hands of David’s enemies.’ (17) And Jonathan made David vow again because of his love for him, because he loved him as he loved his own life.” 


Drop down to v. 23.  “As for the agreement of which you and I have spoken, behold, the Lord is between you and me forever.” [Drop down to v. 42.  You talk about saying it over and over again—they  did.] (42)  “And Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in safety, inasmuch as we have sworn to each other in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord will be between me and you, and between my descendants and your descendants forever.”’” [So this was a covenant that was to continue forever and ever, and David was to remember this covenant.]


From there, I want to take you to 2 Samuel 1.  I am skipping over a whole lot of things that have happened, but you have studied them thoroughly.  You studied, in your last week’s lesson, how Saul was pursuing David, and how Saul wanted to kill David.  You saw (or possibly you saw—I don’t know if you picked it up or not) how David and Jonathan met together again, and Jonathan said, “I know that you are going to become the king.  And when you become the king, I want to sit with you on the throne.”  So those two men, who loved each other dearly, had plans, plans to share the kingdom of Israel together when finally David would come to his throne.  


You remember how Saul was angry.  He was just absolutely furious at his men, and he said, “Why didn’t you tell me that my son made a covenant with David?  Why didn’t you tell me that?”  Because Saul realized that that covenant superceded any other human relationship.  You remember the opportunity that David has to kill Saul, but he does not kill Saul.  Why?  Because Saul is God’s anointed.  The Psalmist wrote, “Do not touch My anointed”.  That was what God said, so David respected God, and he could not touch Saul.  He would not kill him when he had the opportunity, but he trusted God.  (This is so beautiful.)  He trusted God to be faithful to His word.  God’s word to David had been this, “I am going to put you on the throne.  I am going to make you the king over all of Israel.”  

Well, a battle occurs.  Let’s look at 1 Samuel 31.  A battle occurs; the Philistines are fighting against Israel.  (2) “And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua the sons of Saul. (3) And the battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was badly wounded by the archers.” (6) “Thus Saul died with his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men on that day together.” [So Saul died.  David is unaware of this.  David has been occupied in another part of the battle.  He has just returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and he is sitting in Ziklag.


2 Samuel 1:2, “And it happened on the third day, that behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul, with his clothes torn and dust on his head.  And it came about when he came to David that he fell to the ground and prostrated himself. (3) Then David said to him, ‘From where do you come?’ And he said to him, ‘I have escaped form the camp of Israel.’ (4) And David said to him, ‘How did things go?  Please tell me.’  And he said, ‘The people have fled from the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.’ (5) So David said to the young man who told him, ‘How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?’ (6) And the young man who told him said, ‘By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and behold, Saul was leaning on his spear.  And behold, the chariots and the horsemen pursued him closely. (7) And when he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me.  And I said, ‘Here I am.’ (8) He said to me, ‘Who are you?’  And I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ (9) Then he said to me, ‘Please stand beside me and kill me; for agony has seized me because my life still lingers in me.’ (10) So I stood beside him and killed him, because I knew that he could not live after he had fallen.  And I took the crown which was on his head and the bracelet which was on his arm, and I have brought them here to my lord.’"

“David!  David!  Saul is dead!  Jonathan is dead!  His three sons are wiped out!  David, here is the crown.  It is yours, David.”  David called in his men, and he said, “Take this man out and put him to death.”  Why?  Because he touched God’s anointed.  David wept that day, and David chanted a song.  In that song he talked about Jonathan.  He said that his love for Jonathan was better than all the love of all the women.  Look at 2 Samuel 1:26.  (David said) “I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; you have been very pleasant to me.  Your love to me was more wonderful than the love of women. (27) How have the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!” 

Some men have said, “See, David and Jonathan had a homosexual relationship.”  O, no!  You can love a member of your own sex with all the purity, and with all the holiness of love.  It doesn’t have to be a love for a man for a woman, or a woman for a man; you can love a person of the same sex.  I know; I love women that way.  There are several of them sitting here, and I love them.  Their love can be more precious than the love of a husband-wife relationship, if that love is a covenant type love.  This is what David was saying here.  He is saying, “With all my wives, O Jonathan, your love was more to me than the love of women.”  He loved Jonathan.  He loved Jonathan dearly, and he wanted Jonathan to sit upon the throne with him and help him rule.  

Now Jonathan was dead.  Now Saul was dead.  The runner had come.  The runner had brought the message.  But did you know that on that day that there was another runner?  That runner, when he heard the news of that battle, he took off.  Saul was dead, and his three sons were dead.  Who was left?  Who was left?  Who would David want to get?  Who would David want to destroy?  Who would David want to annihilate, so that David could have the throne and rule over Israel?  So on that day, a runner ran, and as he ran he came to the house of Jonathan.  Jonathan had a son by the name of Mephibosheth.  And I imagine it went something like this.  “Run!  Run!  Saul is dead!  Jonathan is dead!  The other sons are dead!  Only Ish-bosheth remains. Run, run, in case David comes against you.”  

The nurse picked up Mephibosheth, and she began to run, and as she did, she fell.   That little boy began to scream, and she reached down and picked him up, and ran, and his little feet were dangling.  His name was Mephibosheth; he was a son of Jonathan.  He was five years old when this happened.  All his life, from that day on, he walked as a cripple.  Not only that, but he was hidden in a place called Lo-debar, a barren, horrible, ugly place.  I don’t know, but I wonder if they didn’t whisper to him, “You, Mephibosheth, should be on the throne.  You should be ruling. You are the next in line after Ish-bosheth.  You are the next one to stand and possess the throne and the kingdom of Saul.  But David wants the throne, and if David finds you, David is liable to kill you.”  So he grew up, hiding in Lo-debar, possibly thinking the throne was his, living in fear of David.  Then, later on in his life, hearing a rumor, a rumor that said that David would never allow any cripple into the Holy City.  No cripple would ever come into the city of Jerusalem.  So the rumor spread that David hated cripples.  

Now, what happened over these years?  Let’s look at it in 2 Samuel 4:4.  “Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son crippled in his feet.  He was five years old when the report of Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled.  And it happened that in her hurry to flee, he fell and became lame.  And his name was Mephibosheth.” [Saul is dead, and Saul is the king, and we know that David is to rule in his place.  Yet the natural descendant would be any son left of Saul.  So Ish-bosheth comes to the throne.]  

2 Samuel 2:10.  “Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he became king over Israel, and he was king for two years.  The house of Judah, however, followed David.” [Now why would the house of Judah follow David?  Because David was of the tribe of Judah.  So all the other tribes are over here following Ish-bosheth.  The house of Judah is following David.]  2 Samuel 3:1.  “Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; and David grew steadily stronger, but the house of Saul grew weaker continually.” [We know that Ish-bosheth was going to be king for two years, so this war must have been going on for two years between these two houses.]  

2 Samuel 4:5.  “So the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, departed and came to the house of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day while he was taking his midday rest. (6) And they came to the middle of the house as if to get wheat, and they struck him in the belly; and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. (7) Now when they came into the house, as he was lying on his bed in his bedroom, they struck him and killed him and beheaded him.  And they took his head and traveled by way of the Arabah all night. (8) Then they brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron, and said to the king (David), ‘Behold, the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life; thus the Lord has given my lord the king vengeance this day on Saul and his descendants.’” [See, they thought that this would be pleasing to David.  They forgot what kind of man David was.  They forgot that David was a man who loved God, and who believed God, and who trusted God and who was faithful to God.] (9) “And David answered the brothers, … ‘As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from all distress, (10) when one told me, saying, “Behold, Saul is dead,” and thought he was bringing good news, I seized him and killed him in Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for his news. (11) How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own house on his bed, shall I not now require his blood from your hand, and destroy you from the earth?” (12) Then David commanded the young men, and they killed them and cut off their hands and feet, and hung them up beside the pool in Hebron.  But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron.”   


At this point then, they have no king.  So Israel then comes over to David.  2 Samuel 5:3.  “So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them before the Lord at Hebron; then they anointed David king over Israel. (4) David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years.” [So now David is in power.  David being in power, God comes to him in 2 Samuel 7, and makes a covenant with David, a covenant that people refer to as the Davidic covenant.  When God makes this covenant with David, He promises him that he will have an heir on his throne forever, that David will have an heir on his throne forever.]  

David is in full power, and he has come into his kingdom.  2 Samuel 9:1.  “Then David said, ‘Is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’” [Is there anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness yet for Jonathan’s sake?  Now we are not dead sure, but because of this statement, you may assume that the reason David delivered Saul was not just because he was God’s anointed, but because he was Jonathan’s father also.  We know that it was because he was God’s anointed, but here he is looking for the house of Saul, that he may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake.  (Remember that “kindness” is a covenant term.)] (2) “Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David; and the king said to him, ‘Are you Ziba?’ (3) And he said, ‘I am your servant.’ (3) And the king said, ‘Is there not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness of God?’  And Ziba said to the king, ‘There is still a son of Jonathan who is crippled in both feet.’” [Now I want you to notice how many times it says he was crippled in both feet.  It is a beautiful picture.]  

(4) “So the king said to him, ‘Where is he?’  And Ziba said to the king, ‘Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel in Lo-debar.’ (5) Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar.” [Let me put you in the picture, so that it’s more than just words, so that you can see people, and you can see the situation, and grasp it.  David is the king.  It is known over all of Israel.  Ultimate authority and power are in his hand.  Here is Mephibosheth coming, but Mephibosheth knows nothing about the covenant that David cut with Jonathan.  He has been ignorant of that covenant.  If he had known, or if someone had told him, he could have run to David, and he could have claimed all that was his.  But all these years, Mephibosheth has been living in a place called Lo-debar.  All these years, he has been in hiding, crippled in both feet.  And here is David now calling Mephibosheth.  Mephibosheth doesn’t know what he wants.  He is crippled in both feet.  He is coming before the king; he has heard all these rumors.  He has had, possibly, all this bitterness in his heart, because he should be ruling.  “Ish-bosheth has died, why shouldn’t I be ruling on this throne?”  So he comes walking into the throne room, crippled, and as he walks into the throne room, he falls prostrate on his face, and he is just shaking.  David says, “Mephibosheth.”  And he said, “Here is your servant!”  “Mephibosheth, I am going to show you kindness.”  

Now look at what he says.  (6) “And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and prostrated himself.  And David said, ‘Mephibosheth.’  And he said, ‘Here is your servant!’ (7) David said to him, ‘Do not fear, for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table regularly.’ (8) Again he prostrated himself and said, ‘What is your servant, that you should regard a dead dog like me?’” [Now “a dead dog” was a Hebrewism.  It was a phrase for “a piece of garbage.”  This is how Mephibosheth saw himself.  Here he was crippled in both feet.] (9) “Then the king called Saul’s servant Ziba, and said to him, ‘All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. (10) You and your sons and your servants shall cultivate the land for him, and you shall bring in the produce so that your master’s grandson may have food; nevertheless Mephibosheth your master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.’  Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.” [Look at all Mephibosheth was going to have to take care of him—thirty-six people, counting Ziba.] (11) “Then Ziba said to the king, ‘According to all that my lord the king commands his servant so your servant will do.’  So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table as one of the king’s sons. (12) Now Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica.  And all who lived in the house of Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. (13) So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s table regularly.  Now he was lame in both feet.” [Why does God tell us he was crippled in both feet?  Why does God tell us again he was lame in both feet?  I think God has a story here.  I think He has something He wants you to see.  Mephibosheth became lame when he ran away from the covenant.  He became lame when they picked him up and they ran away in fear, because they were afraid of David, because they did not know that a covenant was cut between David and Jonathan.]

What about you?  When I walked into the throne room of the King of Kings, I walked in crippled in both feet.  I had run away from God.  I knew nothing, although I went to church.  I had never heard it; I never knew about the covenant that was cut for me.  I ran away, and I hid in a place as bad as Lo-debar.  I lived in that far country, far away from God, ignorant, thinking I should be ruling my own life.  “I should be reigning.”  So I ran, in a sense, afraid of God.  That is what so many people do.   They are so afraid that if they come and bow before God that God will be mean to them.  Or God will be hard on them, or God will send them to Africa as a missionary.  Or, God will do something terrible to them, give them cancer, take away their kids, kill their husband, or do something like that.  So they are afraid, and they run away from God.  When they run away from God, they become lame in both feet.  Then the call comes, the call comes from the Holy Spirit to appear before the throne of the King, the King of Kings.  But they are afraid when they come in, because how do they feel?  They feel like they are nothing but a piece of garbage, like they have no worth whatsoever.  In feeling this way, they tremble in His presence.  They forget 1 Corinthians 1.  

Go to 1 Corinthians 1.  It is so beautiful, and I love it.  We feel, “God want me?  God call me as His child?  God make me His?  O, no!  God would never do that.  You don’t know what I am.  You don’t know what I did when I ran away from God.  You don’t know what I was out in Lo-debar.  You don’t know how it was.  No, God can’t use me.  God doesn’t want me, I’m not good enough.  I’ve been an alcoholic.  I’ve been an immoral person.  I’ve been on drugs.” (Those aren’t all my sins, but it doesn’t matter.) “I have been a homosexual.  I’ve been a lesbian.  I’ve been a murder.  I’ve been a thief.  I’ve been disobedient to my parents.  I’ve been a religious hypocrite.  No, God doesn’t want me.  God doesn’t want me.”  But God does.   1 Corinthians 1:26 says, “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; (27) but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, (28) and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He may nullify the things that are, (29) that no man may boast before God. (30) But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus,” [By whose doing?  By God’s doing.  Because of the covenant, you are in Christ Jesus.] “who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, (31) that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

Everything that you or I need is given to us through our covenant partner, just as everything that Mephibosheth needed was given to him through Jonathan’s covenant partner, David.  There has been a covenant cut for us.  Did you hear him?  Did you hear him out in the wilderness?  Crying, “Behold! the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.”  They watched Him, as I told you before, and then He said this, “Except you eat My flesh and drink My blood you have no part in Me.”  Come to the King’s table.  Come to the King’s table.  Eat the King’s food.  What is the King’s food?  It’s the bread of heaven.  It’s the blood of the eternal covenant of Jesus Christ.  Even as Mephibosheth was called by David, “Come and dine,” the Master calleth.  “Come and dine.  You can feast at Jesus’ table anytime.  He who fed the multitude, changed the water into wine, bids His hungry children come and dine.”  Isn’t this what happened when David called Mephibosheth, “Come and eat at the kings’ table regularly”?  We ran away.  We became lame in both feet.  We felt ourselves nothing but a piece of garbage.  Yet what did God do?  God bid us, because of a covenant cut for us, to come into his presence and to dine regularly at the King’s table.  

Well, is this the end of this story of Mephibosheth?  No, I want to show you one other passage.  Go to 2 Samuel 21:1.  “Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David sought the presence of the Lord.” [He wanted to know why this famine is going on.] “And the Lord said,‘It is for Saul and his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.’” [Oh?  Do you remember our lesson on the Gibeonites?  Who were the Gibeonites?  Remember, they were the men that heard that Joshua and the children of Israel had come into their land.  They knew that they could not stand against this mighty army, because the city of Jericho couldn’t stand.  They were the ones who got moldy bread and old clothes and old shoes, and came to Joshua and the men and made a covenant with them.  Remember, Joshua didn’t ask God about it, and he entered into covenant with the Gibeonites, because he thought they had come from a far distance.  That covenant, because covenant is a solemn binding agreement, put the Gibeonites under the protection of the nation of Israel.  Remember when the Canaanites got mad?  They were going to come down, and they were going to take the Gibeonites, and they were going to destroy them, and how Joshua had to come.  Even though the Gibeonites had deceived them, Joshua had to come, and Joshua had to keep that covenant.  Joshua had to go to war, because in covenant you are responsible to take on your covenant partner’s enemies.  


Now all this time has passed.  Saul is dead.  David has come into power.  Now there is a famine in the land.  David says, “God, why the famine?”  God said, “Because covenant is a solemn binding agreement.  You’re having this problem now because Saul did not honor covenant, and he put the Gibeonites to death.” 

2 Samuel 21:2, “So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them (now the Gibeonites were not of the sons of Israel but of the remnant of the Amorites, and the sons of Israel made a covenant with them, but Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal for the sons of Israel and Judah). (3) Thus David said to the Gibeonites, ‘What should I do for you?  And how can I make atonement that you may bless the inheritance of the Lord?’ (4) Then the Gibeonites said to him, ‘We have no concern of silver or gold with Saul or his house, nor is it for us to put any man to death in Israel.’  And he said, ‘I will do for you whatever you say.’ (5) So they said to the king, ‘The man who consumed us, and who planned to exterminate us from remaining within any border of Israel, (6) let seven men from his sons be given to us, and we will hang them before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the Lord.’  And the king said, ‘I will give them.’” [Now let me ask you a question.  Who had ordered them to be put to death?  Saul.  So who had to die?  The house of Saul, seven of Saul’s descendants.  Who was one of those descendants?  Mephibosheth.  Now what is going to happen?  Well, over here there is a covenant between David and Jonathan.  And that covenant can not be broken, and if it’s broken, what does God do?  God is faithful to his covenants.  God sees that you and I are faithful to our covenants also.  So David has to give seven sons, but because of this covenant, Mephibosheth lives.]  

Look at it in v.7.  “But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the oath of the Lord which was between them, between David and Saul’s son Jonathan. (8) So the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter Aiah” [And he takes all these men.]”  (9) “Then he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the mountain before the Lord, so that the seven of them fell together; and they were put to death in the first days of harvest at the beginning of barley harvest.” (14) “And they buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan” [They are picking up these bones, doing something for this widow.] (14b) “And after that God was moved by entreaty for the land.” [In other words, when vengeance was made, because of a broken covenant, then God was moved, and the famine was left off the land.]  

Catch this word, Mizpah.  What does Mizpah mean?  It means, “The Lord watch between me and you while we are absent from one another.”  Now that sounds lovely, and it sounds touching, and it is; but it has far greater implications than just a touching love relationship.  It means this, “I am calling God to see that this covenant is kept.  And no matter what happens to me, and no matter what happens to you, if this covenant is broken, even though I am not here to defend this broken covenant, I am calling God to Mizpah. And God Mizpah-ed.  God saw that that covenant to the Gibeonites was kept.  But Mephibosheth was spared because of another covenant.  How faithful is God to His covenants with men?  He is absolutely faithful.  How faithful are we to be in our covenants?  We are to be faithful, or God will call us to account.  

Now let’s look at the Abrahamic covenant.  I want to take you back to Genesis 15.  (By the way, if your haven’t been doing Precept, and now is a fine time for me to be telling you, but if you haven’t been doing it and only listening to the lectures, you have missed the joy of discovery. I mean, you have missed it.  You may have a reason for missing it, a very good, legitimate reason, and I don’t want to put a guilt trip on you, but I will tell you this: if it is simply because you don’t have the time, or don’t want to take the time to study God’s word, my heart grieves for you, because it is so vital that you see truth for yourself.  You only have three lessons left but you can get in the next Precept course that follows.)


We want to look at the Abrahamic covenant.  When you turn to Genesis 12, you see that “covenant” is not mentioned until Chapter 15, but we see the beginnings of the Abrahamic covenant.  Now I don’t want to go into everything that this covenant included.  Because of time, I don’t want to get into every last detail.  Chapter 12:1.  “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; (2) and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; (3) And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  

In essence, what we get from Chapter 12 is this: #1. God is going to make of Abraham a great nation.  This, then, is the beginning of the nation of Israel.  Now it is not called the nation of Israel yet, but this is the nation that is going to come from Abraham.  #2.  Of Abraham all the nations of earth will be blessed.  Now, when you study your Bible, you will find out later that God says that He never numbers Israel among the nations.  So all the nations of the earth will be blessed, and all the nations of the earth will be the Gentiles.  As far as God is concerned, when He looks at the world, He sees Jews and Gentiles, just two classes of people, until the new covenant.  Then in the new covenant, He sees Jews, Gentiles, and He sees Christians.  Christians are made up of Jews and Gentiles who have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  #3.  He also gives him a promise of protection.  That is He will curse those that curse him and his descendants, his nation, and He will bless those that bless them.  So it’s a protection of blessing and cursing upon the enemies or the allies of the nation of Israel.  

Let’s move on to Genesis 13.  The word “covenant” is still not mentioned, but we are going to see that all these things carry through.  Genesis 13:14.  “And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; (15) for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. (16) And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. (17) Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.’”  #4.  He promises him a land, a specific land, forever.   He promises that land for how long?  Forever.  

Go to Genesis 15.  This is where God cuts covenant with Abraham.  Genesis 15:5.  “And He (God) took him (Abram) outside and said, ‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’  And He said to him, “So shall your descendants (seed) be.”  #5.  He promised him a seed.  Now your Bible may say “descendants”, but it is literally “seed”.  What is the cross reference on that”  If you want an interpretation of “so shall your seed be”, go to Galatians 3:16.  (You should write it in your Bible right there.)  Galatians 3:16 says, “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ.” [So this seed is the promise of the Christ, or the promise of the Messiah, the promise of the Redeemer.]
There are several things that I want you to see.  The one thing I want you to see, on top of the seed (because we will look at the seed later), is the fact that God promised Abraham a certain piece of property in this world as an everlasting possession.  Now the whole world fights over the land of Israel.  They want to possess that land, and why?  Because it is a key spot.  The Dead Sea makes it worth literally trillions and trillions of dollars.  So here we have the Mediterranean Sea.  We know that up here, way up here is Russia.   Russia does not have a sea port.  Russia would love to have the land of Palestine.  It would love to have the land of Israel.  Why?  Because it gives them access to the oil of the world.  This is a prime piece of property.  Not only that, it is the very center of the earth.  Some people, even theologians, say that God is through with Israel.  But God can not be through with Israel, because God is faithful to the covenants that He keeps with men.  But they say, “Listen, Israel has disobeyed; Israel has walked away from God; Israel has forgotten God.”  Israel may have, but God can not forget them.  He has engraved them upon His palms.  He has promised them a land forever.  God is faithful to His promises.  He is faithful to His covenants. 

Let me show you something.  Let me show you how faithful He is.  Go to Genesis 15:7.  “And He (God) said to him (Abram), ‘I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.’ (8) And he said, ‘O Lord God, how may I know that I will possess it?’” [Shall possess what? Shall possess the land.] (9) “So He said to him, ‘Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turledove, and a young pigeon.’ [By the way, I found out why he didn’t kill the bird, or cut the birds in half.  He never did.  He told them all the time, in the Levitical sacrifices, “but don’t cut the birds,” so he didn’t cut the birds.  So he lays them down.  God comes down in a smoking oven and a flaming torch, and He passes between these pieces.]  

But before He does, what does He say to him?  This is what He says, in Genesis 15:13.  “And God said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and suppressed four hundred years.’” [Isn’t that neat?  They could know exactly how long they were going to be in bondage.  The day the bondage started, they could start counting.  Who wants to count 400 years?  Who is around 400 years?  But they knew.  God had told them exactly.] (14) “‘But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve;’” [Now why would God judge Egypt?  Because He says, “I will bless those that bless you, and curse those that curse you.”  He blessed Joseph, and He blessed the children of Israel.  He blessed Pharaoh, while they were good to the Jews, but the minute the Jews stopped, then God is going to have to curse them.  (15) “‘As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. (16) Then in the fourth generation they will return here (back to Canaan), for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.’” [Now listen, why did God come in and say, “Wipe out all the people in the land of Canaan”?  Because of their iniquity; because God judges sin.  He just waited, and He gave them a chance to repent, and a chance to repent.  But you say, “But they didn’t have the truth.”  O yes, they did.  They had Melchizedek, the king of Salem, the king of righteousness.  They had the truth, but they wouldn’t listen to it.  So then God came and He judged them.


Go to Genesis 17:8.  “‘And I will give to you and to your descendants (seed) after you, the land of your sojourning, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession;’” [What I wanted you to see was—the everlasting possession.  We don’t have the time to go into it, but you went through, and you saw that He gave it to Abraham.  Then Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac.] 

But in Genesis 17, what does He say? (18) “And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael might live before You!’ (19) But God said, ‘No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.’” [So it is going to come through Isaac.  Isaac has two sons.  Who are they?  Esau and Jacob.  Then we see in Genesis that God comes to Jacob, and He says, “I am going to establish My covenant with you.”  Then we find Jacob blessing his twelve sons, and God says to those sons, “I am going to establish My covenant with you.”  Here are the twelve sons.  From these twelve sons, there is a son by the name of Joseph.  (This is review.)  Joseph goes into the land of Egypt.  The children of Israel follow him into the land of Egypt.  Then, following him into the land of Egypt, they become slaves.  


Go to Exodus 1:8.  “Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. (9) And he said to his people, ‘Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. (10) Come, let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply and in the event of war, they will also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight against us and depart from the land.’” [So they made them slaves, so they appointed taskmasters.  They also tried to put to death every little Jewish boy that was being born, but the Israelite midwives would not help them.]

Exodus 2:23.  “Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died.  And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. (24) So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (25) And God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them.” [So what does God do?  God goes to the wilderness where Moses is keeping the sheep, because he has run away from Egypt.  God appears to Moses, and He says, “Moses, you are going to be the deliverer of the children of Israel.”] 


Go to Exodus 6:1.  “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them out of his land.’ (2) “God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord; (3) and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, (the word there is El Shaddai) but My name, Lord (Yahweh), I did not make Myself known to them. (4) And I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. (5) And furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.’”  


God is faithful.  He is faithful to His covenant, but they didn’t realize it.  Four hundred years passed.  If only they had known that word and passed it down, and passed it down, then the descendants would have known when their time was up.  Now listen, it is the same way with us.  It’s the same way with us.  God has laid out the whole plan.  He’s laid out the whole program.  You can know the end.  You can know what is going to happen, in general terms.  You don’t need to panic about what is going on on this earth.  You don’t need to panic about movies like “The Day After”, that show this total nuclear destruction.  You don’t need to do that.  You can know this—that you are in covenant with God.  And you can know what His word says, and you can know that God is faithful to His covenants.  



God is faithful to His word.  You can stand, and you can let your President know, and you can let your congressman know, that if we expect America to be blessed, then we better stand beside Israel.  We had better bless Israel.  We had better look back at history.  We had better look at mother England, and see what happened to England, because England did not bless Israel.  England has never been the same since.  We need to stand, and we need to know that God is faithful to His covenant.  He will not lie.  What has He promised to the children of Israel?  He has promised them a land as an everlasting possession.   


Now, in the light of that, I want to take you to Jeremiah 30.  I want to show you something.  I don’t want to preempt you.  I am not going to take you to Jeremiah 31, but I want to take you to Jeremiah 30.  I want to get you as close to Chapter 31 as I can.  Jeremiah 30:3. “‘For behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.’  The Lord says, ‘I will also bring them back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it.’”  

Now let me show you where we are historically in all of this.  Here is Abraham, then we have Isaac, then we have Jacob, and then we have the twelve sons.  Those twelve sons were one tribe.  They were a tribe under Saul, and then under David, and then under his son Solomon.  After Solomon, because Solomon broke covenant (I will show you that next), God divided the tribes.  They went ten and two, Judah and Benjamin down here.  The Assyrians came down, and took Israel captive.  (I am going to preempt just a little.) But because of the Davidic covenant, God spared Judah.  So they go off to captivity.  Now they are continuing.  But, because they are disobedient, God is now going to take them captive by the Babylonians.  The
Babylonians are going to come up and take them captive.  Jeremiah is talking about a time when He will restore these tribes.

Jeremiah 30:4.  “Now these are the words which the Lord spoke concerning Israel and concerning Judah: (5) ‘For thus says the Lord, “I have heard a sound of terror, of dread, and there is no peace. (6) Ask now, and see if a male can give birth.’” [Can a male give birth?] “‘Why do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in childbirth?’” [Is a man going to bring forth a child?  Why is he wailing like that?] (7) “Alas! For that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s distress,’” [Do you know what He is talking about?  A time that has not even happed to us; it is a time that is yet to come.  But I believe with all my being that we are on the very brink of it.  It is the time of the tribulation.] (8) “‘And it shall come about on that day,’ declares the Lord of hosts, ‘that I will break his yoke from off their neck, and will tear off their bonds; and strangers will no longer make them their slaves.’” [They are going to try.  All the nations are going to come down against Israel, and they are going to try to take them captive.  He says, “It is not going to happen.”]

He says, (9) “‘But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.  (10) And fear not, O Jacob My servant,’ declares the Lord, ‘and do not be dismayed, O Israel; for behold, I will save you from afar, and your offspring from the land of their captivity.  And Jacob will return and will be quiet and at ease, and no one will make him afraid. (11) For I am with you,’ declares the Lord, ‘to save you; for I will destroy completely all the nations where I have scattered you,’” [Why? Because of the blessing and the cursing to those that judge Israel.] “‘Only I will not destroy you completely.’” [Why?  Why will God not destroy disobedient Israel completely?  Because God is faithful to His covenant.  He made a covenant with Abraham, and that covenant promised Abraham a land forever and ever and ever.  Listen, you watch Israel, and you can know that because God is faithful to Israel in His covenant, God is faithful to you in His covenant.  We will look at it more next week.


Just remember this.  You may have been a Mephibosheth.  You may have run away from God.  You may be crippled in both feet, but God has cut a covenant for you with His Son.  And He is saying to you, “Come and dine,” the Master calleth, “Come and dine.  You can feast at Jesus’ table any time.  He who fed the multitudes, turned the water to wine, bids his hungry children come and dine.”  You can come because God is faithful to His covenant.  He will not turn you away.  He will bring you into His home.  He will make you dine at the King’s table.  You say, “But I am crippled in both feet.”  That’s all right. That’s all right.  Come anyway.  He takes you crippled.  He is faithful to His covenant.  Let’s pray.

Father, we thank you.  We thank you for Your word.  We thank You, Lord, that it is all there, it’s all there, if only we would study it.  O God, do not let us be like those generations who did not know the time of their visitation because they did not know the word, because their fathers did not pass it down to their children and their children’s children and their children’s children.  But they could have whispered to them, “Deliverance is coming.  Deliverance is coming.  God made a promise to Abraham, and He keeps His covenant.”  O Father, may we shout to the world; may we teach our children.  May we instruct them so that if we go home to you, they will know, “Deliverance is coming; deliverance is coming.  God is faithful to His covenant.”  We thank You, and we praise You, that if we are faithless, You abide faithful.  You can not deny Yourself.  In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.
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