COVENANT – LECTURE 9

GOD LOVES THE WHOLE WORLD – HOW ABOUT THE JEWS?

Does God love the whole world?  Yes, well then why is salvation of the Jews?  That’s what we are going to look at today.  Because God grew an olive tree, a Jewish olive tree.  That olive tree did not respond to God the way it should have.  It didn’t bear the fruit that God intended it to bear as an olive tree, so God cut it off.  You say how terrible.  Oh no, because the cutting off of that olive tee was the salvation of every gentile.  And God took a wild olive branch and He grafted it in to that olive tree.  You say that’s wonderful.  That’s terrible though that those Jews didn’t believe.  Oh don’t get uppity, because you know what God is going to do?  He’s going to take what He cut off and He’s going to graft it back in.  What are you going to have?  An Olive tree of Jew & Gentile & Jew.  We’ll see the whole picture today.  As we look at the Abrahamic covenant, the Old Covenant and the New Covenant and how it pertains to you, be you Jew or be you Gentile.  

I want to take you through a quick review.  So you will know exactly where we are in our study.  So I can keep putting you in a time frame.  Now I realize that if you do not have an Old Testament background that some of this may be very hard for you to digest.  But that’s alright you take it in, you just listen, you just absorb it, you study and then as you mature in the faith the Holy Spirit will keep turning and pulling that little chain and on will go the light and you’ll say, Oh that’s what she was talking about.  You know He will keep turning on lights in corridors of darkness in your mind, darkness of understanding and you’ll see it and it will all fit together and you’ll get so plumb excited that you won’t know what to do.  

We start back here with Abraham.  Abraham is what we call the first Hebrew or eventually he was called the first Jew.  God made a covenant with Abraham.  He called him out of the Ur of Chaldeans and Abraham’s father was an idolater and Abraham was a Gentile.  Because there were no Jews on the face of this earth.  God made a covenant with Abraham and when He made that covenant He promised Abraham that He was going to make of him a nation.  He also said through Abraham, the Abrahamic covenant, that all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  That all nations would be blessed through him.  Third thing He told them was, He was going to give this nation a land for (How long?) forever, for an everlasting possession.  Then He also told them that He would bless those that (What?) bless Abraham and He would curse those who curse Abraham.  What we want to do, this is the Abrahamic covenant.  This covenant was confirmed again to Isaac his son.  Then it was confirmed to Jacob, one of Isaac’s sons.  Jacob’s name was changed by God to Israel.  Israel or Jacob had twelve tribes.  Sometimes you’ll be reading through the prophets and you’ll hear the prophets say, Oh Jacob.  When you hear him say, Oh Jacob, he is talking to the nation of Israel.  Sometimes he’ll say, Oh Israel, when he’s talking to the nation of Israel.  Sometimes he is talking to the whole twelve tribes.  Sometimes he is only talking to ten of those tribes.  You have to look at the context to understand.  So Jacob had twelve sons, the twelve tribes of Israel, because his name was changed to Israel.  Those twelve tribes went into the promise land under Joshua.  In the promise land they lived during the period of the Judges, which was approximately 300-350 years.  As they came out, Samuel was the last judge.  His sons were to take over, but the children of Israel didn’t like the sons.  Didn’t wasn’t them to rule over them and they also wanted a king like other people had.  So at that point, the nation of Israel changed from a theocracy, (where God ruled) to a monarchy, (where they would have kings).  So it went form a theocracy to a monarchy.  Here we have the kings, King Saul, King David.  Saul was the people’s choice.  He was not a good king and then you remember Saul died and David took over.  We saw that in our study last week.  Then David had a son by Bath-Sheba, his name was Solomon.  Solomon came along and ruled over the nation of Israel.  Because Solomon was unfaithful, God tore the kingdom not from Solomon but from Solomon’s son.  The tribes split, ten tribes became the northern kingdom.  The other two tribes which were, Benjamin & Judah, became the southern kingdom.  Those kingdoms became idolatress.  They turned their back upon God, but the northern kingdom went into greater idolatry than the southern kingdom quicker.  God sent prophets to them and they didn’t listen.  So in 722 BC, God sent the king of Assyrian and the Assyrians down to take them captive.  So they went into Assryian captivity.  In 586, God took the Babylonians and brought them against the southern kingdom because they would not listen to God and they would not turn from their idolatry.  So in 586 BC the Babylonians took the southern kingdom captive.  That captivity lasted 70 years.  Before they ever went into captivity, Jeremiah had prophesied that captivity would last for 70 years.  When that 70 years were up, the children of Israel, Benjamin & Judah, returned to the land.  They returned to the land of Israel.  They stayed in that land until Jesus came, died, was resurrected and went to heaven.  Then in 70AD Titus came and surrounded Jerusalem and the great dispersion began.  The Jews were scattered all over the world.   So this is the second dispersion.  The first dispersion happened with the Assyrians and the Babylonians captivities.  So the second dispersion happened after 70AD.  The children of Israel ( listen, this is so exciting) were scattered all over the world.  But then they began to come back.  Listen, as they began to come back, when God scattered them He not only judged the nation but He judged the land of Israel.  God made the heavens as brass.  He made the dirt as dust and there was no rain upon the land, barely any rain and it became an uninhabited, kinda like desert region.  Then the Jews began coming back.  When the Jews began coming back the rain began falling, a little bit more and a little bit more, until the desert began to blossom like the prophets had prophesied.  In 1948 Israel was made a nation.  Since then, Jews have been coming from all over the world.  Listen if you want to read a good book read Golda.  The book Golda.  I tell you I love it.  Billy Graham says it is one of the greatest books that he has ever read.  If you want to understand the Jews and you want to understand the heart of Israel, you want to understand why those people laid down their lives and why Golda laid down her life, then read Golda.  It will show you how they put these massive programs in the land in order to give the Jews a secure place.  Because why?  When they were scattered all over the world they were hated by every nation and tongue where they went.  They were despised and people without a land.  No nation, no nation has ever survived, has ever lasted like this nation.  No, it is unheard of.  But why did it happen?  Because God made a covenant with (What?) Abraham.  I will make of you a (What?) a great nation and all the nations of the earth will be blessed by you.  I will give you a land forever for your people forever.  I will bless those that bless you and I will curse those who curse you.  

We have looked at the Abrahamic covenant.  Right in here where we have the twelve tribes, before we ever come to King Saul, we have the Old Covenant being instituted.  So it is during this period of the twelve tribes living under a theocracy that we have the old covenant instituted.  Now remember under Jacob and his son Joseph they went into (Where?) what land?  They left Canaan.  Let me just draw you a map, so we keep a map up here.  This is the Mediterranean Sea and this is the land of Canaan and over here is Egypt and down here is the river and down here is Mt. Sinai.  They were living in the land.  There was a famine in the land, so the children of Israel came down to the land of Egypt.  (Do you remember?)  Joseph was living there, he had been sold into bondage.  They all moved down here.  There was only a hand full of them.  Down here they multiplied and they became a great nation.  They were in the land of Egypt for 430 years.  400 of those years they were in bondage.  They were slaves 400 years.  God brought them out under a deliverer by the name of (Whom?) Moses.  Moses took them down to Mt. Sinai where God gave them the Old Covenant.  So this is where the Old Covenant comes in.  I want to skip the Old Covenant for a minute and I’ll tell you why.  Because I want to show you how the Abrahamic covenant came along (now follow my hand on the board) came along and under David took on another dimension.  This is the Abrahamic covenant, The Abrahamic Covenant I left off the 5th thing, the most important thing, the 5th thing, the primary thing that the Abrahamic covenant offered was what?  A seed and who was that seed according to Galatians 3:16?  That seed was Christ.  So this is how the Abrahamic covenant pertains to you and me.  You see, it doesn’t pertain in the fact that we are a nation because we are Gentiles.  But we are all the nations of the earth being blessed by the Seed, which is Jesus Christ.  You’ll see how that happens as you study.  We have to give it to you bit by bit, precept upon precept.  

The Abrahamic covenant promises a seed.  Now when we get to David, God makes a covenant with David.  It is simply an extension of the Abrahamic covenant.  But it narrows down where this seed is going to come from.  Now we know back here, when Israel blesses the twelve tribes, he puts a special blessing on Judah.  So we know the Messiah is going to come from Judah.  David is of the tribe of Judah, but He gives another promise.  So what I am going to do right now, follow me very carefully.  I am going to show you the Davinic covenant.  Then we are going to come back to the old covenant and then we’ll look at the new covenant.

Go to 2 Samuel 7.  Now this is the Davinic covenant, but you won’t find the word covenant here.  So you ask how can you call it a covenant.  Well, I am going to show you how because you must know that God calls it a covenant.  2 Samuel 7:8-11 “Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel.  “I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth.  “I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; (Now the judges happened just before king Saul) and I will give you rest from all your enemies.  The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you.  (He is appointing a place.  This has a wide scope of prophesy that goes far beyond David’s life.  Prophesy does that, it has an immediate fulfillment and then it has a long range fulfillment.)  (V.12-15) “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant (that is seed) after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  “He shall build a house for My name, (now who is the one who built the permanent tabernacle in Jerusalem?  Solomon ) and I will establish the throne of his kingdom (How long?) forever.  (Now that is important for you to remember.)  “I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; (Now catch this) when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but (But) My lovingkindness (lovingkindness is a covenant term) shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  (In other words, I am not going to do your descendant what I did to Saul.  I took the kingdom away from Saul. So it went from one house, one tribe to another tribe.) (v.16) “Your house (which is the house of Judah) and your kingdom (which is the kingdom of Israel) shall endure before Me (How long?) forever; your throne shall be established forever.”’”       Now right next to this passage I would write 1st Chronicles 17:7-14.  That’s because, this is the other place this same thing is repeated.  It is repeated in Chronicles.  However, the word covenant is not used there.  Yet we are calling it the Davinic covenant.  We cannot call it a covenant, I don’t believe, unless God calls it a covenant.  So lets go to 2nd Chronicles 7:14 (this is that famous passage where God says,) if My people, which are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  (v.17-20) “As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, (now listen, as your father David walked.  He is speaking to whom? Solomon.) even to do according to all that I have commanded you, and will keep My statutes and My ordinances, then I will establish your royal throne (now catch the words) as I covenanted with your father David, (So He made a covenant with David) saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to be ruler in Israel.’  But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you. And go and serve other gods and worship them, (Catch this) then I will uproot you from My land which I have given you, (so what is He threatening?  A dispersion) and this house which I have consecrated for My name and I will cast out of My sight (and that’s exactly what happened under the Babyloans.  The temple that Solomon built was destroyed.) and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.       Alright, here is the Davinic covenant.  The Davinic covenant is saying this, that I am going to give you David a throne, (now catch this) a throne forever.  A throne forever.  And your seed, your seed will sit upon that throne.  

Go to 1 King 11.  Now you know that Chronicles and Samuel  covers the same amount of time.  Then Kings fits in there also.  So they all are just kinda interwoven.  1 King 11:1-2  Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: (Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,  from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, or they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.”  Solomon held fast to these in love.  Solomon broke God’s commandments.  He did not listen.  A king was not to multiply wives, a king was not to multiply horses and Solomon did both.  (v.3-4) He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away.  For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God,  (I though about that, I thought God how can a man be so wise, as Solomon was, and be so utterly stupid.  That is exactly what is happening today.  He knew all the truth.  He had all the wisdom.   Yet he just followed the lust and desires of his heart.  So he built high places, etc.  (v.9-11) Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, (he had seen Him twice) and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded. (I want you to know, you can be in covenant with God and you can be chasten by God because you do not obey what God had commanded.) So the LORD said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, (now catch this) and you have not kept (What?) My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.  (And that is exactly what He did.  When He tore the kingdom from Solomon and gave it to Solomon’s servant, that is why the tribes split.) (v.12-13) (catch this it is important)  “Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.  “However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son (now catch this again) for the sake of My servant David (Why? Who did He make a covenant with? David.  David would always have an heir on the throne.) and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”  Then the LORD raised up an adversary to Solomon, (So God is able to raise up the adversaries.)  

Go to 2 Kings 19.  We are right here in time.  In the northern kingdom, about 722 AD and the northern kingdom is being attacked by the Assyrians.  2 Kings 19:34 “For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.”  So when the Assyrians come down, here is the Sea of Galilee, then the Jordan River and then the Dead Sea.  Jerusalem is right in here.  So the northern kingdoms were up here, so when the Assyrians come down they could come that far, but they could not take Jerusalem.  Why?  Because God had made a covenant with David.  

Go to Jeremiah 30.  Now we hit this last time and I want you to see it again.  Jeremiah 30 Here is a promise and I won’t read the whole passage again.  I’ll start at verse three.  Jeremiah 30:3 ‘For behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.’ (Now that is important.  Because I am not going to just restore the fortunes of My people Judah.  I am not just going to bring Judah back to the land, but someday I am going to restore Israel and Judah.  The whole nation of Judah.  And see under the Babylonian captivity, the ones who came back were the Judahian Jews.  Those that went into Assyrian captivity just got very comfortable.)  (v.3) …’when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.’  The LORD says, ‘I will also bring them back to the land that I gave their forefathers and they shall possess it.”  Then He talks about the time of Jacob’s distress, look at (V.7) ‘Alas! For that day is great, (remember when I went, Ugggh,Uggah, He says, what’s going on, is a man trying, women gave birth this way, they used birthing stools at that time.  So they would stand up not lie down to give birth.  He says, I see these men with their hands on their legs like a woman in labor.  What is the problem?  The problem is that Israel is under such horrible distress, that they are acting like a woman in labor.  Why?  It is the time of Jacob’s distress. (v.7) ‘Alas! for that day is great,  There is none like it; And it is the time of Jacob’s distress, But he will be saved from it.  (v.8 and it is very important) ‘It shall come about on that day,’ (What day?  The day of Jacob’s distress.  I will show you when that happens in a minute.)  declares the LORD of hosts, ‘that I will break his yoke from off their neck and will tear off their bonds; and strangers will no longer make them their slaves.  (In other words, God is going to take the yoke of oppression off of Israel.  He is going to take away the chains.  And no other person is ever going to oppress them or make them their slaves.)  (v.9) ‘But they shall serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.  Now look here is David, right here on your time chart, David has died by the time when he is talking about.  Jeremiah is prophesy right here just before the Babylonian captivity.  David is already dead.  What is he saying, He saying I am going to raise up David.  He is going to resurrect David and He is going to put him back on this earth.  No that is just plumb neat and exciting.  Only God could do it.  

Let me draw you a diagram, a timeline.  We will put the cross here.  This is father Abraham, the Abrahamic covenant.  430 years later God gives on Mt. Sinai the old covenant, that is the table of stones on Mt. Sinai and that scribble line is the lightning coming down, God writing on the tables of stones, so this is the old covenant.  Then after the Old covenant, we have the Davinic covenant.  We’ll just put David here with a crown on him.  It promises that David’s seed will someday reign over all the house of Israel.  Now we come to the cross, the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Now we are living in the church age.  The next age to come is the 7 years of Jacobs distress or the time of Jacob’s trouble or it is called tribulation.  That period of time ends when Jesus Christ comes back down to earth in His second coming.  Jesus is going to come back down to earth in His second coming.  He is going to rule and reign on the face of this earth for one thousand years.  When He does, He will rule on His throne.  Jesus will rule over the whole world.  David, dear David, will rule over the nation of Israel, underneath Him.  This is what Jeremiah is talking about.  He’s talking about the time of Jacob’s trouble when men are in labor and then the coming of the Lord and then David being resurrected to rule over Israel.  You may not buy that, but you will see it later on.  Then there is a new heaven and the new earth.  So that is just God’s time span.

So I can put you into context, I want you to go to Jeremiah 31.  Because this is the mention of the new covenant, now we are not going to look at the mention of the new covenant for a few minutes, we will go back to it.  Look at Jeremiah 31:35  Because people say, God is through with Israel.  It just takes away all the glory.  Those people say, Christ is not coming back down to earth, He is not going to set up His kingdom.  The church is going to bring it in.  We haven’t brought it in and we never will get it in by ourselves.  So what I want you to see in Jeremiah 31 now, what He is going to talk about right now is the fact that Israel is going to last forever.  Jeremiah 31:35-36 Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The LORD of hosts is His name:  “If this fixed order departs From before Me,” declares the LORD, “Then the offspring of Israel also will cease (In other words if the sun stops, and the seas stop, if the moon stops, then Israel is going to stop.  Now do you think the sun, the moon and the sea are going to stop?  No.)  “Then the offspring of Israel also will cease From being a nation before Me forever.”  Now can’t you imagine what happened in Christian circles when in 1948 they declared Israel a nation.  Christians stood up and said, see, see it has come to pass.  Write it down, the rest will come to pass also.  It is a literal covenant with a literal fulfillment.  It was an exciting day in history.  I wish I had been saved then so I could have helped them celebrate.  (v.37) Thus says the LORD, “If the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth searched out below, then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done,” declares the LORD.  Well can you measure the heavens?  Can you plumb the depths?  No.  So God is not going to cast off Israel.  You say that is all Old Testament.

Let’s look at some New Testament.  Go to Romans 11.  Which lays out for us the gospel.  Romans 11:1-2 (Paul is writing) I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? (Paul is famous for asking questions and then answering, especially in Romans.) May it never be!  For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  (V.5) In the same way then, there has also come to be (now catch this) at the present time a remnant (at the present time a remnant.  Now look up here to this drawing.  See the cross?  Paul is talking about this church age right in here.  He says at this time, there is a remnant of Jews that are being saved.  Just a remnant.  You go buy a bolt of material and cut it off and what do you have left?  A remnant left.  Now he says what has happened is that God has given them a spirit of stupor.  So that they don’t see.) (v.15) For if their rejection (now the rejection of Israel of Jesus as the Messiah) is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  Now listen, if you are going to understand the new covenant, if you understand that the new covenant has already been inaugurated for Israel, but Israel only in part believed it, only a remnant accepted that.  And therefore only a remnant accepted it but at the end the rest of Israel as a nation, which will be one third of them, will turn around and look back and see the new covenant and the new covenant will happen to them then.  So the new covenant was inaugurated back here with the cross of Jesus Christ.  Israel in part, a remnant, accepted that.  What was the early church made up of people?  Jews, it was not made up of Gentiles.  We have a Gentile mentality.  We think the church was made up of Gentiles.  It wasn’t made up of Gentiles, it was made up of Jews.  It wasn’t until eight years later that the first Gentile stepped into the body of Jesus Christ, unless they were proselytes who had come in under Judaism.  But see otherwise it was Corneliusm so he is showing us a truth, so hang on.  (V.15) For if their rejection (now the rejection of Israel of Jesus as the Messiah) is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  In other words the Jews are going to accept Jesus as their Messiah and enter into the new covenant. (v.16) If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; (now watch, here is the dough.  Do you see the dough in my hands?  It is all gloppy.  It is Holy.  I pull off a lump.  What is that lump going to be?  Holy because it is part of the dough.)  If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also and if the root is holy, the branches are too.  (You have a tree, here is the roots, if the roots are holy, then what does the tree have to be?  Like the roots.)  (v.17-18) But if some of the branches were broken off, (if some of the branches were broken off.  The Jews who did not believe, in the early church some of the Jews believed and some did not believe.  The ones who did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah, now listen to me very carefully, the ones who did not enter into the new covenant were broken off.)  and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them (he is talking to gentiles now) and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.  So don’t you get snotty and arrogant towards the Jews.  The church began Jewish.  If you will just think of my legs as roots.  I have them bent slightly, these are the roots.  Now here comes the tree.  Now part of it believes and goes on and the other part is what?  Cut off.  Now when that part is cut off, God takes the gentiles who believe and what does He do?  He grafts them into the tree.  And He says, now you branches you are not supporting the roots, you cannot turn the tree upside down, the root is supporting you.  So don’t you be arrogant against those Jews.  Don’t you stand here little branch and look at those Jews and say, oh you foolish, blind, stupid Jews.  Don’t do as the crusaders did and go out and kill the Jews and call them Christ killers.  I want to tell you something, crusaders who did that, did not know God.  They could not be blessed by God because they were not blessing Israel, they were cursing Israel.  He goes on to say. (v.19-21) You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”  Quite right, they were broken off for their (What?) unbelief, but you stand by your (What?) faith.  Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.  You say, is He saying I could loose my salvation?  No, but He is saying, how will you know you are saved?  You will always keep on believing.  If you think you got into that olive tree and you don’t believe anymore, you never were grafted in.  (V.22-24)  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell (Jews), severity, but to you (Gentiles), Gods kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be (What?) cut off.  And they also, (now this is the point he is trying to make) if they (Jews) do not continue in their unbelief, will be (What?) grafted (back) in (to what? now catch me.  Here I am, the Jews cut off, now I am grafted back in to the olive tree, so they will be grafted in again.), for God is able to graft them in again.  For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, an were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tee, (now what is he saying?  The gentiles were from a wild olive tree.  Here is a cultivated olive tree.  God takes the gentiles from a wild and grafts it into a cultivated tree.  You may say, that is impossible.  It’s impossible for God to graft the Jews back in.  He says, if He did it with a wild olive tree He can do it with a cultivated olive tree.  It was a cultivated branch that was cut off.  It is a cultivated branch that is grafted back into a cultivated tree.  That is what he is saying.) (v.24) .  For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, an were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?  (Now this is the hooker) (v.25) For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—(this is the mystery, the mystery is that the new covenant which was for the house of Israel and the house of Judah and was rejected by them will someday be believed by them.)  (v.25) For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—(now what is the mystery) that a partial hardening has happened to Israel (now catch this) until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; (in other words, Israel was partially hardened so that you guys and I guys could get saved.  Isn’t that beautiful.  So he says (v.26) and so all Israel will be saved; (now catch this, does it mean all Israel, from Abraham on?  No, it means all Israel living at the time of Jesus second coming who believe in the Messiah that part will be saved.  Let me tell you this, and I just have to throw it at you.  During the tribulation all of Israel will go through the fire, but only one-third of Israel will come through that fire purified and believe in the Messiah.  The rest will die.  It is going to be horrible.  It is going to be worse than the holocaust.  That is why you have to get the message to the Jews now.)  (V.26) and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, (quote) 

“THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, (What, catch this, Zion?  This heavenly Zion, catch this, Jesus Christ will come down in the second coming)


HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” (Jacob who? Israel, the whole nation.)


“THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM,


WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.”  

So when He comes back, He is going to take away their sins because of the covenant.  

(v.28) From the standpoint of the gospel they (Jews) are enemies for your sake, (Why? Because their rejection has been your salvation.) but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of (What?) the fathers; (now when it says fathers, it always means, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.)  (v.29) for the gifts and the calling of God are (What?) irrevocable.  In other words God’s covenant, God is faithful to keep His covenant.  What did God promise Abraham.  He promised him a nation that would last forever.  A nation that would live in a land forever.  God’s gifts and God’s callings are what?  Irrevocable, because God is faithful to covenant.  

I want to take you to the new covenant.  I am just going to skip over the old covenant and then I will put them all together in our next session.  We know that the old covenant was called (What?) The Law.  It was given to the children of Israel when they came out of (What?) the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  Now here under this southern kingdom, under Jeremiah the prophet, God gave them a promise of a what?  Of a new covenant.  That new covenant was going to be a covenant that would happen when Jesus Christ (lets put them back here in the land when Jesus Christ came and died and rose again.) so that new covenant is going to be inaugurated here at the death of Jesus Christ.  That is when it is going to begin.  Now, are Jews going to be saved under that?  Yes, because what is the early church made of?  Jews.  So it is going to happen at the cross.  Yet, that new covenant is an ongoing covenant.  Aren’t you glad?  See I wasn’t saved until 1963.  But I was saved under the new covenant.  So Israel that got saved part of them, the remnant that got saved here, came under the new covenant.  When Christ comes back to earth, sometime in the future, then those people will come under the new covenant also.  Do you see it?  Let me show it to you.  We will put it together in these last few minutes we have and then next week I will take the old, the Abrahamic and the new and show you how they all fit together.  

Go to Jeremiah 31:31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, (now why doesn’t He just say with the nation of Israel?  Because they are split.  So He’s got to let them know that this is not just going to be with Judah and Benjamin but with the whole nation.)  (v.32) not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them” declares the LORD.  (Which covenant was that? The old covenant.  This new covenant is not going to be like the old covenant.  (v.33-34) “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law (Where?) within them (in the old covenant where is the law?  On tables of stone.) and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember (What?) no more.”   Now that is the new covenant that is coming.  

Jeremiah 32:37-40 “Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have driven them in My anger, (so He is talking about bring them back to the land) in My wrath and in great indignation; and I will bring them back to this place and make them dwell in safety.  “They shall be My people, and I will be their God; and I will give them (What?) one heart and one way, that they may fear me always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. (Now catch this) “I will make an everlasting covenant with them (the Law was never called an everlasting covenant.  But the new covenant was.  The Abrahamic covenant was a (What?) an everlasting covenant.)  (He says) that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me (Where?) in their hearts so that they will (What?) not turn away from Me.

Go to Ezekiel 36.  The word covenant is not mentioned, but we know that it’s the new covenant, and you will see why.  Ezekiel 36:24-27 ”For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into (What?) your own land.  “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  "moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and five you a heart of flesh.  “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordiances.  Now what is he talking about?  He can not be talking about this time,                                 because they were disbursed.  See right here in 70 AD they were disbursed.  So God is looking all the way from back here all the way to this time                         .  When in a day, a nation will be born, in a sense that Israel will be saved.  

You say then the new covenant is not for this time.                     Oh, yes it is.  But God knows that only a remnant is going to be saved and that remnant’s going to become the church and not a nation.  So God is going to save the nation here.                       But the new covenant is still good for here.                            Let me show you why.

(v.28) “You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be our God.  (He is talking in their, and you can go on, how He is going to make Israel like the garden of Eden.)  (v.35) “They will say, ‘This desolate land has become like the garden of Eden; and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.’  (Now listen, God has began in this church period, just before this tribulation, God since 1948, has been bringing the people back to the land and getting the land ready for the Messiah to come.  And when the Messiah comes He will inaugurate, in full with the nation Israel the new covenant.

But the new covenant is already in existence.  How do you know?  Well you have got to compare scripture with scripture.  So go to Hebrews 10.  I could take you to Hebrews 8 or 10 and show you the same thing.  In Hebrews 10, what he is saying, the old covenant could not make you perfect.  The old covenant could not make you perfect.  The blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin.  So I prepared a body for My Son, Jesus.  My Son came and He died.  His blood that was shed makes you perfect.  You will see all of that later.  Hebrews 10:14 –18 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,


“THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM

AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:


I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART,


AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,”

He then says,


“AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS

I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.”

Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

What did He just take you?  He just took you from Jeremiah 31, which He just quoted, to this spot right here, in new Testament days, and He said this is the new covenant.  This is the new covenant.  I told you in Ezekiel 36 I would put My Spirit within you.  The new covenant began with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and it goes all the way to the saving of the nation of Israel.  Do you see that?  Israel in part, believed you had a remnant.  Israel as a nation will believe at the beginning of the Millinium.  Do you see that?  At the end of the tribulation, at the beginning of the Millinium, Israel will fully enter into the new covenant.  But aren’t you thankful that Israel’s rejection has been our salvation.  If you don’t understand it fully, it is alright.  Don’t be upset.  It is precept upon precept upon precept.  We will give you more and more and more and God is going to take the veil off of your eyes.

Let’s pray.

Father we thank you.  Oh, it is so wonderful.  It is so excites me.  I thank you for the wonderful privilege of teaching these truths.  Oh Father, so that we may understand them.  Oh how my heart grieves, O God, for those that say don’t give me doctrine, I just want to feel something.  Oh Lord, what I feel when I know truth and what I stand upon when I know truth.  I stand upon the Rock.  And Oh Father, I thank you that anchored in that Rock, that all the winds of false doctrine can not take me out of that Rock because I am founded in truth.  You said for your church to be rooted and grounded and established in the faith.  Thank you for doing that to us through this course on covenant.  Now open the eyes of the understanding of these precious people.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.  
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