COVENANT – LESSON 6
“Oh!  The Oneness of Covenant!  Never Alone Again!”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


Oh, the oneness of covenant!  Never, ever to be alone again!  Wouldn’t that be wonderful—to have that guarantee that you would never, ever, ever be alone?  I think this is something that man fears, and this is something that man says, “I can stand anything else, but I can’t stand being utterly alone.”  Is this why the worst form of punishment that a man can ever do to another man, besides taking his life, is leaving him alive, but totally isolated from all other human beings?  As we look at our lesson today, we are going to see that if you are ever in covenant with Him, if you ever enter into covenant with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, you will never, ever, ever, ever be alone.  No matter what man does to you, you will never be alone, because in covenant two become one, never, never to be separated, no matter what.  That is what we are going to look at.

We want to begin in the steps of covenant.  We are not going to review, because I really don’t have time.  I have so much to cover.  You know that, because you had it to cover in your Precept lesson.  I am not sure, as I give you the order of these events, that this was always the order.  I am just giving you the different things that people did when they entered into covenant.  One of the things they did was: #6.  They mingled their blood.  In the mingling of their blood they were signifying that now two become one.  This was a picture, and they were showing in the mingling of their blood a truth.  As we have seen in the various accounts I have given you (as you have done your homework) we see that this was a common custom.  As a matter of fact, in almost every covenant account that we find among the heathen, there is usually a cutting on the body someplace, either on the arm (as symbol of their strength), on the leg, or in the wrist, and there is a mingling of that blood.  We have to ask ourselves, “Where did this custom come from?  Why this custom?  Was it of man’s invention, or was it of God’s instigation?”  From God’s instigation, was there a truth that God set down that was inherent, so to speak, in man and in His truth from the beginning, so that when man deviated from God, and left God, and went out here to worship other gods, they still held on to these truths?  Don Richardson calls them in Peace Child, redemptive analogies.  Did the mingling of blood that the heathen would do point back to a biblical truth?  I believe it did.


I want to take you back to Leviticus 17:11, the famous passage that becomes a cross reference to Hebrews 9:22, which says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.”  (11) “For the life of the flesh is in the blood,” [I am going to give you some logic, so follow me carefully.] “and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement (covering) for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.” [Let’s just stop and think that through.  God said to Adam, “In the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree, you shall surely die.”  Romans tells us that “the wages of sin is death.”  So because I am a sinner, therefore I die.  And when I die, what happens to my life?  I lose it.  My life ends.  God is saying that the blood is the life of a person.  In other words, if you would take the blood out of a person, they would not have any life.  So therefore, blood must be shed, because life is in the blood.  The blood that is shed covers for my sins.  This is what he is saying here in v. 11.  “For the life of the flesh in the blood, and I have given it to you (the blood) on the altar” [The blood was put on the mercy seat. It was put on the brazen altar, and eventually, on the Day of Atonement, it was put the mercy seat.] “to make atonement for your souls; [Or “a covering for your souls, for your sins.”] “for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.” [The blood becomes a symbol, or the blood is synonymous with life.  If you were sick, and you were to go to the doctor, and he wanted to diagnose what was wrong with you, one of the things that he would do, invariably, is take a blood sample.  He would take that blood, and run it through a chemical analysis to see what was lacking in your blood, or what was out of balance in your blood.  Then, as he did this, he would know what was wrong with your life—your illness.]

(14) “For as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its life.” [Let’s say, here is one man, and here is another.  They are entering into covenant with one another, and they make a cut in their wrists.  The blood is dripping out.  They take that blood (And where is life?  It is in the blood.) and they mingle the blood, or they shake hands like that.  What do you have?  You have a cut here and a cut there, and the mingling of the blood.  That is signifying the life is in the blood, therefore, I am taking my life and I am mingling it with yours.  In that, two become one.  This is the principle that God wanted us to see.  He wanted us to see the importance of the blood.]


Now, in the light of that, let’s go to John 6:53.  Jesus has just fed the multitude, and now He is using that feeding the multitude to teach them a lesson.  “Jesus therefore said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves.’” [Why don’t I have life in myself?  The life is in the blood—but I have blood in my body, and I am alive.  Why don’t I have life in myself?  Because I am a sinner; I have got blood poisoning (a good way to put it).  So my blood has been poisoned by sin, and therefore, I am in a state of death.  If I am going to have life, I have got to have Jesus’ blood.  This is what He is showing them.  It is picture form.  Obviously, I am not going to drink the blood of Jesus.]


(53) “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. (54) He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life,” [Why do we have eternal life?  Does Jesus have blood poisoning, as David was putting it?  Does Jesus have blood poisoning?  No, He is without spot; He is without blemish, because He is without sin.  He always and only did those things that pleased the Father.  He never acted independently from the Father, and sin is independence from God.  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned each one to his own way.”  Jesus always and only did those things that were pleasing to the Father.  He was not born of Adam.  He was born of a virgin.  So therefore, in sin His mother did not conceive Him.  Adam’s tainted blood was not passed down to Him, but Adam’s tainted blood was passed down to us.  So Jesus has perfect blood.]  


If we want life, we have to get it from Jesus.  (55) “For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink.  (56) He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.” [What is He showing us?  He is showing us that if we want to enter into covenant with Him, then we have to take His blood, because the life is in the blood.  Where do you think those men got the mingling of the blood?  Later on, when they drank the covenant meal, sometimes they would take their blood and drip it into that cup, and mix it with the wine, and drink it.  Where do you think that came from?  Did God adopt men’s customs?  No, I cannot believe that.  Some say that maybe that is possible, but I do not believe that.  I believe that man got it from God, and man understands that the life is in the blood.  Therefore, if you remove the blood from Christianity, what do you have?  Nothing!  You don’t have life; you don’t have eternal life.]

Go to Galatians 2:2.  The mingling of the blood shows that two become one, and in becoming one, what did they share?  They share a common life.  This is important, and it is vital for you to see this, because it becomes absolutely beautiful.  Paul is speaking.  (20) “I have been crucified with Christ;” [In other words, “I died; I was crucified with Christ.” [“and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.” [What is he saying?  He is saying, “I live, but it is really not me.  I have a new life—the life of Jesus Christ.  And the life that I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who lived and died for me.”]


Now, I want you to reason with me for a few minutes, because some people have taken this statement of Jesus, in John 6 (“Except ye eat My flesh and drink My blood, you have no part in Me.”), and they have said that the bread that is offered in the communion service actually becomes the body of Jesus Christ.  And the wine that is offered in the communion service actually becomes the blood of Jesus Christ.  This is the doctrine, or the teaching, of transubstantiation.  In other words, when the priest (or the minister) takes that chalice with the wine, and he lifts it up to heaven and it is blessed, it is supernaturally changed into the blood of Jesus Christ, and that bread is supernaturally changed into the body of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, when the priest finishes the service, if all the people there do not consume all the bread and all the wine, the priest has to eat it all.  He cannot leave it, because that is the body and blood of Jesus Christ.  He cannot just throw it away, because he is actually throwing away the body and the blood of Jesus Christ.  That is called the doctrine of transubstantiation.  Therefore, the theology that goes with it is this:  If I sin, then Christ leaves me, and it is necessary for me to go again and make confession of sin to a priest, and receive his absolution.  Then I go to communion, and when I take communion, I am again receiving Jesus Christ as my Savior.  This is why, in some countries, you can’t go up (when you are giving the gospel) tothem and say, “Have you received Christ as your Savior?”  We couldn’t say this down in Mexico, because they would say, “Yes, we have received Him.”  They believe that every time they took the Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, that they were receiving Jesus Christ.  If this is so, then Christ would have to be offered over and over and over again.

Let me show you one thing—slightly preempting, but it is important.  Go to Hebrews 10:10.  “By this will we have been sanctified (set apart) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  (11) And every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;” [Why can the sacrifices of the Old Testament priests never take away sins?  Christ has to, because the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins.  In the Old Testament, they killed an animal.  The life of the animal was in the blood.  They took the blood, and the animal died.  But that was simply a picture, a type, a foreshadowing.  It was pointing to the Lamb of God, Jesus, who would take away the sins of the world.  That is why every year the priests had the Day of Atonement.  Every time they sinned, they had to offer a sacrifice.  That blood only served as a covering for it; it could not take away sin.  So the blood of those animals could never solve the problem.  It had to be the blood of Jesus Christ.  So when we enter covenant, Jesus is saying, “Except you eat My flesh and drink My blood, you shall not have eternal life.”


What is He talking about?  If He is not talking about a literal sacrifice, if He is not talking about you and me literally drinking His blood and eating His flesh, then it has to be symbolic of covenant.  It is symbolic of the blood of the covenant, the blood of the eternal covenant.  Look at Hebrews 13:20 again.  We opened our course with this, and we will close our course with this.  “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep (speaking of Jesus’ resurrection) through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,” [God could raise Jesus Christ from the dead, because His blood satisfied, and paid for, all our sins, because it was blood without spot or blemish and without sin.  So we come to Him, and we enter into covenant.  In a sense, there is a mingling of blood, because the life is in the blood.

Go back to 1 Corinthians 11:23, and let me show you something, so that I make sure that I have put the truth in from every single angle.  “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this … to take away your sins?” [Do this repeatedly to get rid of your sins?  Do this to make atonement for your sins?  Do this so that I can come back in?  No!] “do this in remembrance of Me.” [In other words, He takes one event, and that event is the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ on Calvary, and that blood is then the blood that gives us life.  It gives us life because it makes atonement—it takes away our sins.  It makes atonement—not that it covers, but it takes care of, or it removes the sting of death.  It takes care of our sins, and it gives us life in the sense that when we receive Christ, then we have His life.  The Holy Communion is a remembrance of what He did in order for us to have our sins taken care of, and in order for us to have life.

Go to 1 John 5:12.  My point is this (and I will say it again just so that you don’t miss it): the mingling of the blood shows that two become one, that they share a common life.  “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.” [Why?  Where is life?  It is in Jesus.  How is it in Jesus?  It is through His blood.  So two become one; they have a common life.]

In the light of that, look at John 17:20.  It is beautiful.  Jesus is praying His high priestly prayer before He goes to the Father.  This is what He prays for us, among other things.  People will say, “Well, He is praying for His disciples, those who were with Him, those eleven.”  That is true, but it goes beyond that, because v. 20 takes us beyond that.  (20) “I do not ask in behalf of these alone (isn’t that wonderful?), but for those also who believe in Me through their word;” [Do you see how the gospel is passed down?  Do you see why it is important for you to be messengers of the gospel of Jesus Christ?] (21) “that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us;”]


Let me ask you a question.  I don’t know if you have ever experienced this, but as a child growing up, I was not popular.  I went to twelve grade schools, and four high schools.  I have never known what it is like to have a childhood friend.  And I want to tell you something—that can be very, very lonely.  It is very hard to walk to into a school, and see others having friendships, and paling around, and kidding and horsing around, and for you to stand on the outside of the crowd, totally alone.  As a kid, I would look at these cliques, I would look at these groups, and I would long to be part of them.  I would long to be accepted.  I would long to walk into school and have people be happy I was there, and want to greet me, and take me in.  There was nothing to me at that age in life, and not knowing Christ, like it.  Who wants to be alone?  You want to be part of that group, part of that inner circle.  As a matter of fact, some ministries say, “If you will contribute this much, you can be part of the inner circle.”  This is the way they draw people in.  Or – “You can be partners with us, or you can be members with us.”  Why do people want to be partners?  Why do people want to be members?  Why do people want to be on the inner circle?  Because we are not built to be alone.  We want to belong.  What was Jesus praying?  That they may be one, even as we are one—that intimacy with God.  Can you imagine that intimacy with God?]


(21) “that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.” [When we are in Him, and when our lives are so so-mingled with the Lord, and we step out into the world, people notice the difference.  They notice that we belong to Him.  What did they say about the apostles?  They knew that they were the ones that had been with Jesus.  They could tell.  How?  By their speech, by the things they knew.  It just rubbed off.]


(22) “And the glory which Thou hast given to Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; (23) I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity,” [There is that “oneness.”  You know, in my devotional book published by Revell, Teach Me How to Live, there are two whole months about oneness, our oneness with God, and our oneness with our mate, and our oneness with our family, and our oneness with our church, the body of believers.  This is what is ours in covenant.] “that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.” [This is the oneness that He is talking about, and because of that oneness, you are, and never will be, alone.  It is a promise.]

I had the privilege of meeting Richard Wermbrandt(?) when I went to the Christian Booksellers Convention last year.  Revell had me up there to sign my book, and I was walking down the aisle.  I just love books, and I was walking down the aisle, and all of sudden I saw this man in a clerical suit, and I could see his clerical collar.  He turned around, and I thought, “I’ll bet that is Richard Wermbrandt.”  I looked at his feet to make sure that it was Richard Wermbrant, and it was.  You say, “How could you tell by his feet?”  Because he can’t wear shoes, because he was a prisoner in Romania for preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He wore such heavy chains, and they so tortured his feet that he can’t wear shoes, so wherever he goes, he wears stockings.  I ran up to him, and I said, “Oh, are you Richard Wermbrant?”  And he said. “Yes.”  I said, “I am Kay Arthur, and you don’t even know me, but I want to tell you something.  I tell your story all over, and God has blessed me.  I have friends in Romania,” and I mentioned them.  He said, “Yes, I know them.”  It was Mia and Costel Oglice that were here.  Richard Wermbrandt said he was shut in total isolation in a cell, day after day, month after month, for seven years.  He said that he would walk with the Lord through the word of God.  “Sometimes,” he said, “the Lord would come down and so fill my cell with His presence, and the glory of the Lord was so great in that cell that I would dance around that cell, praising the Lord.”  Men may cut you off from man, and God may let man cut you off from man, but you can know this, God will never cut Himself off from you.  You will never be alone.  This is the mystery of the gospel.

Colossians 1:27 says, “to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,” [This is something that the Gentiles never dreamed they would ever have; this is something the Jews never dreamed the Gentiles would ever have.  God was just for the Jews, they thought.  But God was for the Gentiles.  He preached the gospel to Abraham, including the Gentiles, and what is the mystery among the Gentiles?] “which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”


Look at Ephesians 5:28.  He is using the illustration of husbands and wives, and he says, “So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself; (20) for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church.” [Have you ever needed nourishing?  Have you ever needed cherishing?  Have you ever needed to feel yourself under the wings of the Almighty, under His arms?  There is a verse that says, “Benjamin, you will dwell between my shoulders.”  

There were times, when as a widow with two boys, and going to school, and working all night, and everything, I was so lonely.  I would say to God, “Oh, God, just put me between Your shoulders, and hold me like Benjamin, when he dwelt between Your shoulders.”  He nourishes us; He cherishes us.  Why?  (3) “because we are members of His body. (31) For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. (32) This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.” [You are never going to be alone.  You are bone of His bone; you are flesh of His flesh.  You have mingled blood.  You are one with God.]


Go to 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  I remember how much this verse meant to me, because of my immoral lifestyle before I came to know Jesus Christ.  I saw 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, and I loved it.  I love it still.  “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  (20) For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.”


When they did this, when they mingled the blood, then there was a striking of hands.  You have studied this in the Scriptures.  This is possibly where we got this agreement.  If Betsy and I make a deal, and I say, “Okay, Betsy, do you promise?  (I wouldn’t even have to shake on it with Betsy because I love her so much.) She would say, “I promise.”  “Will you shake on it?”  So we would shake.  Sometimes this shaking settles it.  There was a day when a man’s word was good, and where all they had to do was shake on it, or say it.  When we went to buy this property, and we wanted to make sure that Mr. Thompson would sell us this property, he said, “I will sell it to you.”  We said, “Well, Mr. Thompson, will you promise us, will you put it in writing?”  He looked at me, and said, “Kay, if I say I will, I will.  You don’t need anything in writing.”  If God says He will, He will, but beauty of beauties, He did put it in writing, for you to read over and over and over again.  He has made a covenant with you.  It is a sure covenant.  It is an absolute covenant; it is a covenant that will never, ever, ever, ever be revoked.  It is a guarantee to you that you will never, ever, ever be alone.  In a sense, God struck hands with you.  Do you know how?  When He pierced His Son’s hands, He struck hands with you.

You saw the word in the Hebrew, taqa, which means to slap hands together.  By analogy, it means to drive a nail or tent pin.  What did God do?  You have seen it.  “God, how much do you love me?”  And it says, “He spread out His hands, and said, “This much!”  Do you know why that means so much to me?  Because, as a little girl, we were a very affectionate family.  I would run into my daddy, and I would say, “Daddy, I love you.”  Or I would say, “Mama, I love you.  I love you this much!”  I would get my little arms back as far as I could get them.  I wanted them to know how much I loved them.  What did God do?  He says, “I love you this much,” and He struck hands.  He put a pin, a nail, in those hands, and nailed them to that cross, and shed that eternal blood that guarantees you that you will never, ever, ever be alone.  I know!

Jan and Betsy will write me notes.  And just on my birthday, they said, “You can know that you will never be alone.”  And I know that they would literally lay down their lives for me, and I would lay down my life for them.  That is covenant.  It is only possible through Jesus Christ.  For all the friendships that I missed, I got it all when I got Jesus, because what do we become?  We become a friend of God.


That incision, that cut, many times made a permanent scar.  Why?  So that they would always remember, so that they would never forget that they were in a permanent covenant relationship.  We see this in Isaiah 49:15.  Have you ever sometimes wondered if God had forgotten you? Have you sometimes felt that the heavens were as brass, and you needed Him so desperately, and you wondered where He was?  Or you cried out, and no relief came, or no answer came, and sometimes you felt abandoned by God?  Well, I’ve got news for you—He cannot abandon you.  Why?  (I love it)  (14) “But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.’” [Israel said, “God has forsaken me; God has forgotten me.”] (15) “Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.  (16) Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;” [How could I forget you?  Where do I have you?  I have you in the palms of My hands.] “Your walls are continually before Me.” [I remember you.  Why does God remember Israel?  Because He is in covenant with them, and God has inscribed us on the palms of His hands.]  Look at Revelation 5:9.  I love this one statement.  (6) “And I saw between the throne (with four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain,” [Jesus bears in His eternal body the brand marks of covenant.  He cannot forget us; He has inscribed us on His palms.] 


You say, “Jesus has us on His palms.  Do we ever wear the covenant mark on our body?”  Go to Galatians 6:17.  It was the custom in biblical days to put brands (brand-marks like you would put on cattle) on three different types of people:  on slaves, on soldiers, and on servants in temples.  (Catch that last one.) Now, where do we carry His brand-marks?  I think we carry them through suffering.  ((17) “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.” [You say, “I don’t bear on my body any brand-marks of Jesus.”  And I don’t either.  I have one scar from being beaten for the gospel, or tortured for the gospel.  I have brothers and sisters in Christ that I prayed for this morning that literally bear on their bodies the brand-marks.  You say, “God, I want those brand-marks.” I think there are some invisible ones.]


Go to 2 Corinthians 4:7.  When you think of brand-marks for slaves—we are bond servants for Jesus Christ. When you think of brand-marks for soldiers—we are enlisted by God into His army (2 Timothy 2).  And brand-marks for the keepers of the temple—our bodies are His temple.  (7) “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; (8) we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; (9) persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; (10) always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” [In other words, any hard situation that you are in, in that situation you will bear the brand-marks of Jesus Christ, if you do not live for yourself, but you live for God.] (11) “For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. (12) So death works in us, but life in you.” [I believe that anytime you are put in a situation where you die to your own life, and you live to your covenant partner’s, in a sense, you are bearing His invisible brand-marks on your body.]

One of the fears of being alone, and you will especially notice it if you have an elderly mother, or you have an elderly grandmother.  My grandmother is 92; she is precious.  I just love my grandmother so much.  She lives with my mother, and she does have a fear of being alone in that house, because of all the horrible things she has heard that have happened to older people.  So she has that fear of being alone, and sometimes that fear of being alone is, “Who is going to protect me?”  But it is also, “Who is going to provide for me?”  We come along with things life Social Security, right?  We come along with things like state nursing homes, or government nursing homes, and yet, some of the loneliest people in the world (and I think the Christian church is failing here.)  I can’t do everything that the body needs to be done.  I can talk about doing these things, but I can’t do them, because I have to devote myself to what God has called me to do.  But there is one ministry that I think is greatly lacking, and I think that is the ministry to the elderly—in the communities and in the nursing homes.  Those people that lie there (I have been in those nursing home.  I am a registered nurse, and I have worked in them) day in and day out, and not one human being (even the nurses talk baby talk to them) talks to them like they are mature.  Then, when the Christians come in, do you know what they do?  They preach hell fire and damnation to those old people.  They come in; they do their duty; they preach hell fire and damnation; they turn around, and they walk out.  But do they remember their birthday?  Do they sit there and pat them?  Do they listen to them reminisce?  I am not saying that you do that without giving them the gospel, but the gospel is more that just preaching a hell fire and damnation thing.  The gospel is a pouring out of our lives, meeting those needs, showing them what covenant is all about.

What is covenant all about?  #8.  They would share the blessings.  In covenant, two become one.  They have a common life, and they share in common all their possessions.  They share their blessings.  When they share those blessings, they also share their debts.  I would stand with Betsy, (and I would mean this with all my being), and say, “Betsy, if you ever have need of any single thing, if I have it, it is yours.”  Betsy knows the same thing for me.  “If you ever have need, Kay, of anything, I want you to know that it is yours, because we are in covenant, because we share a common life.”


Look at 2 Corinthians 8:9.  We were poor; we were destitute in spirit.  (9) “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thought He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” [You are rich, beloved.  You are absolutely rich.]

Romans 8:15-17 says that we are heirs of God, and do you know what that means?  Joint heirs with Christ.  Do you know what “joint heir” means?  It means that Jesus cannot get His inheritance until His joint heir gets his inheritance.  If you are joint heir, one can’t get the inheritance without the other.  So we are heir of God; joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  Philippians 4:19 says, “For my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus (our covenant partner).”  God has to supply my needs, because I am in covenant with Him.  

I will never forget.  I was a brand new baby Christian.  I was lying on the floor in my living room, reading my Bible (brand new).  I came to Philippians 4:19, and I thought I would die.  I rolled over on my back, and I stretched out my hands, and said, “God, God, do You know what that means?  That means that I am rich!  You promised to supply all my needs—my physical needs, my emotional needs, my material needs, everything.”  I thought, “Man, I have got it made!”  We do; we do have it made.  He has promised to supply all of our needs.  Time and time again I have gone to Him, and I have said, “Covenant Partner, You have promised to supply all of our needs.”


It was Christmas Eve, and it was Romania.  An evangelist and his family had been put in exile in this horribly destitute place.  They lived in a small little shack with a thatched roof, and the wind would blow through that shack.  They had put this man up in that part of Romania because he was called “The Golden Word”.  He was so filled with the word of God, and he would so share the word of God, that people would flock to hear him.  The government, the communists, want to get rid of him, so they put him in a village that was totally inaccessible by car.  The only food they had was brought to them by the soldiers that guarded them in that very remote village.  It was Christmas Eve, and they had nothing, absolutely nothing—no gifts, nothing.  And on top of that, they no food whatsoever.  The soldiers were so busy roasting their pigs and celebrating their Christmas that they never brought anything to the people.  

That night, after they had prayed, they knelt down on the floor, and prayed, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, etc.  Give us this day our daily bread.”  After they finished their prayer and said “Amen,” the children asked their mother and father many questions.  “Do you think God heard our prayer?”  “Of course He did!”  “But what if He didn’t hear it?”  “But that is impossible,” the father replied.  “Do you think He will send us bread?” they asked.  “Yes, I am sure He will,” said the father.  “But when?” they cried.  The parents were heartbroken to see their children so hungry and crying from hunger that they could not answer.  The children continued, “Who will send us this bread?”  The father said, “He will send somebody.”  “But what if He doesn’t find anybody?”  “Well, then, He will have to bring it Himself.  Now, close your eyes, and go to sleep.”


The father blew out the lantern.  The darkness covered them, and the wind whistled through the house.  Suddenly there was a knock on the door.  It was so bitterly cold that he just opened the door a crack to see who it was.  All he saw was a hand holding a loaf of bread.  When he saw the loaf of bread, he reached up for it, and pushed open the door to see who was there, and no one was there.  No one was there!  God Himself had brought the bread.


We are in covenant, and in covenant He promises to supply all our needs.  He is our covenant partner.  The riches of glory are His, and He will give them to you, according to your need.  Not according to your greed; not according to your estimation, but according to your need.  We are in covenant; we are never, never alone.  Did the early church understand this?  Yes.

Go to Acts 2:43.  As we read this, I want you to know that this is not communism.  It is covenant.  In Acts 2, the day of Pentecost has come.  After Pentecost they go from house; they feel a sense of awe.  (44) “And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common; (45) and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.” [What were they doing?  They were living out covenant.  They understood it.]


Look at Acts 4:32.  “And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things were common property to them.”  (44) ‘For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales, (35) and lay them at the apostles’ feet; and they were distributed to each, as any had need.” 

What is covenant, practically, to you when you get up and walk out of here?  What is covenant when you go to your churches?  I believe that it is this: that no child of God should ever have to live off the government.  I am saying that if you put your money into Social Security, draw it right back out.  That is fine, because you earned it, and your employer put it in there for you.  But I am saying this:  I believe that anytime there is need within the body of Jesus Christ, it is to be supplied within the body, and not outside the body.  You say, “But listen, if I do that, I am going to use up all my bank account, and when I use up all my bank account, then I am not going to have anything left when the rainy day comes.

Go to 2 Corinthians 8:13.  “For this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality—(14) at this present time your abundance being a supply for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want, that there may be equality; (15) as it is written, ‘He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little had no lack.’” [He is talking about manna.  How much did they gather?  One day at a time.  “Give us this day our daily bread.”  So God says if I have an abundance, then that abundance is to be able to meet your need.  Then when I have a need, your abundance is able to meet my need.  So that we live that way.  Not that we all live at the same economic status; the Bible does not teach that.  The Bible does not teach communism, and I want to tell you something, the heads of the communist party live in luxury.  They have their own special stores; they go abroad.  They get all these things.  So communism knows nothing about really caring for the brother, because if you look at the state of every communist country on this earth, you know that it does not care about the human being.  It does not care about man’s highest good—but God does.  

What is covenant?  Covenant is two becoming one.  They change names (and I will look at that next week); they had a covenant meal, and now they were called “friends”.  Abraham, as you studied, was called “the friend of God.”  Do you know that there was only one man in all the Old Testament that was called “the friend of God”?  The word for friend was hab (#157 in your Strong’s Concordance), and it is used only a few times in the Old Testament.  He was a friend of God! “Friend” was a covenant term.


Now look at John 15:13.  When I learned this, I thought, “Oh God, oh God, John 15, John 15!”  It is so exciting.  When did John 15 take place?  It takes place after the Passover Meal.  The upper room happens in John 13.  Now in John 15, Jesus turns to His disciples, and this is what He says, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” [You are going to see clear evidence in your next study.] 

(14) “You are My friends, if you do what I command you.  (15) No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have made known to you.” [Why?  Because in covenant, two become one.  They share a common life; they share everything in common.  So when you are in covenant with God, the secret of the Lord belongs to those who fear Him and who keep His covenant forever.  You are a special class of people.  Of all the people on the face of this earth, you are called, like Abraham was called because of the Abrahamic covenant, friends of God because of the new covenant.


Proverbs 18:24 says this (and it uses the same word for “friend”).  “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  You will never be alone; you will never, ever, ever be alone.  Do you know what it says in Hebrews 13:5-6?  “For He has said, ‘I will never leave you, nor forsake you,’ (6) so that we can boldly say, ‘The Lord is my helper.’”  What is covenant?  It means you are never alone, become two have become one.  

Let’s thank Him.  Father, we thank You.  Oh, we thank You in Hebrews, when you tell us that You will never leave us nor forsake us.  You say let our life be free from the love of money, because so many times we think that we are only going to make it if we have money to buy what we need.  But, oh, Father, if we have You, we have the supplier of all our needs.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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