
COVENANT – LESSON 11
“Forever Forgiveness!”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

Forever forgiveness!  A new heart!  Life in the Spirit.  Wow!  The veil is gone, and I have seen what the new covenant is all about.  We want to go back, and we want to take a few minutes and review.  We want to look at the three covenants of salvation.  

  The Abrahamic covenant was the first covenant that was given.  That covenant, in essence, as far as regards salvation, promised the Seed.  Galatians 3:16 tells us that Seed is Christ.  (We will look at it in a minute.)  The old covenant was added 430 years later.  When that old covenant was added, it was added for the purpose of revealing sin, and for guarding people from sin.  It was a school master to shut them up under the law until Christ could come.  When Christ came, He inaugurated the new covenant.  The new covenant gives us forgiveness of our sins.  What the old covenant reveals, the new covenant takes care of, and it gives us the Holy Spirit.  Whereas the Law guarded us from sin, but could not keep us from sin because of our flesh, God, in the new covenant, gives us the Holy Spirit to dwell within us.  And the Holy Spirit gives us power over sin.  
We also saw that in the Abrahamic covenant in which God gives us the Seed, there is the mystery of the church.  The mystery of the church is this: Jew and Gentile in one body.  Now, in light of that, go to Galatians 3, and I want to take you through this chapter.  I don’t want to begin at the beginning (because there isn’t time), but we saw in v. 9, that “those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.”  He is talking about the fact that Abraham had the gospel preached to him back in Genesis 12, when He said, “All the nations of the earth shall be blessed with you.”  He is showing that the only way we can come into the Abrahamic covenant is through faith, be we Jew, or be we Gentile.  Now what had happened in Galatians was this.  People had gone up into the region of Galatia, and they were teaching the people up there that Paul was not really a true apostle, and that Paul did not have his doctrine screwed on right.  He just really didn’t understand the truth.  Paul was wrong in teaching Gentiles that salvation was by faith alone, and not in addition to the law.  So they were coming along, and they were saying, “Yes, you are saved by faith, but you are made holy, you are preserved, you are brought to perfection, by the law.”  So they were taking the faith and the law, and mixing them together.  Apparently, from Galatians 5, they were trying to get them to be circumcised, saying, “This is the only way you can really come under the Abrahamic covenant.”

So, as I explained in your lesson (and I won’t take the time to explain it any more in depth), the purpose of Galatians is for Paul to counteract what he calls “another gospel” that is being preached to them, because any other gospel other than salvation by faith alone is not a correct gospel.  He is in the process of defending his position then, and defending the gospel.  (10) “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.’” [What he is saying is this, “You want to be under the law, well, I want you to know that the law carries with it a curse.  And the curse is this, that if you don’t keep the law in every single point, then you come under the curse of the law.  What is the curse of the law?  Death.”  You see, the law is holy, it is righteous, it is just, it is good, it shows you God’s standard of perfection.  The problem is this we are unholy.  We are born in sin.  We are born with a sin nature because we are born in Adam.  
Roman 5:12 says, “By man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—“ [So we are sinners; all men fall short of the glory of God.  They come short of this perfect standard of holiness and righteousness.  Some fall way, way short.  Some come up higher, but no one obtains, because James 2:10 says that if I keep the whole law, and yet break it in one little point, then I am guilty of breaking the whole thing.  And the minute I break any part of the law, the curse of the law comes on me, which is death.g the whole thing.  The minute I break any part of the law, the curse of the law comes upon me, which is death.  So he says, “You want to be under the law?  Then you want to be under a curse.]  
(11) “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident;” [He is saying, “It is evident that no one is justified by the Law before God.”) “for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” ] (12) However, the Law is not of faith;” [Why is the Law not of faith?  Because the law is not believing in a finished work of Jesus Christ.  The Law is me trying to be good, as good as I can be.  Remember when the children of Israel, in Exodus 24, heard the word of God’s holy commandments?  They said, “That is right, that is good, and we will do it.”  But they couldn’t do it.  They wanted to, but they couldn’t do it, because they lived in the flesh.  
(12) “However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.”  [He who practices the Law shall live by the Law.  In other words, you cannot live under faith and law.  I want to tell you something—the church needs to hear this, because we think that the way we please God is by keeping the Law.  And we need to understand that that is not the way we please God.  We please God by faith.  You say, “Well then, that makes me lawless.  That gives me license to go out and sin, and do anything I want to do.”  But, see, you don’t understand the new covenant.  The new covenant puts the Holy Spirit within.  The Holy Spirit changes your “wanter.”  Now that the Holy Spirit is in you, you don’t want to sin.  You grieve over sin; you want to be holy; you want to be righteous.  You say, “I know a whole lot of Christians that don’t want to be righteous.”  I want to tell you something—if they don’t want to be righteous, then I would doubt their salvation.  If you don’t want to be righteous, if there is not a hunger and a thirst after righteousness, as the Sermon on the Mount says in the Beatitudes, then I would tell you, “Run quickly, and check out your salvation, because the Holy Spirit within you just makes you want it.  (We’ll see it in just a few minutes.)  
(13) “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,” [What is the curse of the Law?  Death.] “having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’” [Now, Jesus Christ had never sinned.  Jesus Christ had kept the Law.  Jesus Christ said, in Matthew 5, in the Sermon on the Mount, “Don’t think that I came to do away with the Law.  I didn’t come to do away with the Law; I came to fulfill the Law.”  He always, and only, did those things which were pleasing to the Lord, so He fulfilled the righteousness requirement of the Law.  So what did He do?  God took Him, and hung Him on a tree.  In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Jesus says that He (Jesus) who knew no sin was made sin for you and me.  So here is Christ, totally and absolutely without sin, hanging on that cross.  All of a sudden He began to scream, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  What did God do?  God took your sins and my sins (Here is the world; here is you; here is me), God took all of our sins, our big black sins, and He who knew no sin (Jesus), was made to be sin for you and me.  If you don’t know the verse, you better turn to it.  2 Corinthians 5:21.  “He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us.”  [Now catch this.  Let my glasses represent Jesus’ righteousness.  So Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  So Christ took the curse of the Law, and the curse of the Law was death.]  



Why did He take it?  It is very important.  Galatians 3:14 says, “in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham (which was the Abrahamic covenant) might come to the Gentiles,” [Now why does he keep saying Gentiles and not Jews at this point?  Because his audience is Gentiles.  He is talking to a Gentile audience.  And he is talking to Gentiles that Judaizers are trying to get to become Jews, to be become circumcised again, to keep the Law.] (14) “in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles,” [Now catch this: this is vital.] “so that we might receive the promise of the  Spirit through faith.” [The promise of the Spirit—where is that promise of the Spirit?]

 Go back to Ezekiel 36, and let’s look at it.  Now this is a covenant that is given to Israel and to Judah.  Why is it given to Israel and Judea, and the Gentiles are not mentioned in the Old Testament?  Why? It is a mystery.  What is the mystery?  The church, Jew and the Gentile in one body.  But that mystery was not revealed until the apostle Paul.  That was his job, to reveal that mystery.  So it was a secret, or a mystery, up until that time.  Israel could not see that the Gentiles were going to be saved.  This is our time chart.  Here is the Abrahamic covenant; 430 years later, the old covenant.  Then the new covenant begins with Jesus Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.  It is announced, of course, before his death, burial, and resurrection.  Then this is the church age, this is Jew and Gentile in one body.  Then we have the tribulation.  God is speaking in this period, and He is drawing Israel out of the dispersion, where they have been dispersed all over the world, and He’s bringing them back into the land.  When He brings them back into the land, then He is going to cleanse them as a nation from all filthiness.  When He cleanses them from all filthiness He is going to give them a new heart.  He’s going to give them, in this period of time right here close to the second coming, what we already have.  We already have it, because blindness, in part, has happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles come into the body of Jesus Christ.  Then all Israel will be saved.  I am quoting to you Romans 11.

Ezekiel 36:24 says, “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, and bring you into your own land.” [Now some people say, “That is what happened back here before the cross.”  Well, He brought some of them back, but He didn’t bring enough of them back.  And when He brought them back, they never were cleansed them from their filthiness.  They never really put away their idols.  They put them away for awhile, but not for long, and that is why God is so upset with them in the book of Malachi.] (25) “Then (tells you when)I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. (That’s justification) (26) Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” [I am going to show you this in the New Testament in a few minutes, so you can see this is for the church also.  That’s regeneration; giving you a new heart, etc.] 
(27) “And I will put My spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”  [So here is the promise, I will put My Spirit within, and I will cause you to walk in My statutes, and I will cause you to keep My commandments.”  [Now listen, if He is going to cause me, if He’s going to put inside the power of the Holy Spirit (like a rived up engine), where is the power to keep God’s Law going to come from?  From the Holy Spirit within.  The Holy Spirit is the power within.  The Holy Spirit comes within, and He causes us to keep God’s statutes.  He causes us to keepGod’s commandments, therefore when I come into the new covenant, am I going to be lawless?  No.  Am I going to have to be under the Law?  No.  But am I going to keep the Law?  Yes, because the Spirit of God within me is the same Holy Spirit that was in Jesus that caused Jesus to keep the Law.  You say, “Would Jesus not have kept the Law apart from the Holy Spirit?”  Jesus, when He came down here in the flesh, came to show us how man was intended to live when God created him in the Garden of Eden and put His Spirit within.  So Jesus, although He was God, walked by the Spirit.  You and I can walk by the Spirit, and will walk by the Spirit (most of the time) if we are truly born again. 
Just to show you that Israel is going to get the rest of the Abrahamic covenant, v.28.  “And you will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.” [And He goes on, and you should read the other chapters because they are so exciting, and they are yet the future. They are leading right up to this thousand year reign of Jesus Christ.  So He is going to put the Holy Spirit within.
Go back to Galatians 3.  (14) “in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” [We, who?  Gentiles.] “might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  (15) Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.” [What is he saying?  He’s saying, “Let me talk to you a minute, just man to man.  Let’s say two men make a covenant.  I make a covenant with Adam, and we shake on that covenant.  When we shake on that covenant, then no one of us, neither one of us, is going to come along and change the agreements of that covenant.”  We’re not going to come along and make it void, why?  Because covenant is the most solemn binding agreement that can be made between two parties, whether it is man to man or God to man.  So we are not going to set it apart.  He is saying, “Listen, if men would not set apart a covenant, then God is not going to lay aside a covenant.  These Judaizers were coming along, and saying, “Forget the Abrahamic covenant; forget that.  The old covenant came later.  And therefore, since the old covenant came after the Abrahamic covenant, it wipes out the Abrahamic covenant.  You are saved by keeping the Law.  You are not saved by faith.  You are perfected by keeping the Law.”  That is what they were saying.
This is what Paul is answering in here.  Paul is a marvelous man of logic.  (16) “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ. (17) What I am saying is this:” [He’s saying, “Let me explain myself.”] “the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.” [Now, when did the law come?  It came 430 years after Sinai, therefore, (now look at the chart) he is saying is that this Law, this covenant, did not void that covenant.  Why?  Because they have two separate purposes.  What does the Abrahamic covenant give us?  The Seed.  What is the purpose of the Law?  Let’s look at it here, and we’ll see that it’s the same thing we have on the board.]
(v.18) “For if the inheritance is based on law,” [In other words, if I get the kingdom of heaven by keeping the law, it is no longer based on a promise.  Who was the promise given to?  Abraham.  Does the Law have any promise in it?  No.  The Law is not promise.  It is, “Do, or get done to.”  You either obey (Shape up, or ship out,” is what God said.  “You either shape up and obey My Law, or I am shipping you out of My land.”  And that is exactly what He did, because they didn’t shape up; He shipped them out.]  (18) “For if the inheritance is based on Law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.” [A covenant promise.] (19) “Why the Law then?” [That’s a good question.  Let’s just erase the Law.  Let’s just erase it.  Really, you could erase it, because the Abrahamic covenant promises us the Seed.  And that is all that I need to get saved, and then that gives me forgiveness of sin and gives me the Holy Spirit.  So why the law then?  Well, the Abrahamic covenant was given way back here.  The new covenant wasn’t going to come until several thousand years later.  So what is going to take care of them until the new covenant comes?  Because they have a problem, and what is that problem?  They are nothing but a bunch of sinners.  So He’s got to do something to keep them in line until the new covenant can come and gives them the Holy Spirit.  Not only that, but He has another problem.  Suppose they don’t see the need to get rid of their sin.  Suppose they don’t see their sin.  Suppose they look at themselves, and compare themselves with one another?  “Hey, I’m not so bad; look around me.  Other people who do what I do.”  Isn’t this what people in the church say?  “Get off my case.  I’m not so bad.”  So we compare ourselves with one another.  God wanted to give us a standard of holiness, so that we could see how far we fell short.  
Do you know what the definition of sin is called?  It means “to fall short.”  So the gap between “my goodness” and “God’s goodness” shows me my sin.  So the Law was given, why?  To define sin, to show us our sin.  That is why we put the old covenant, or the Law, reveals sin.  Let’s see it. (19) “Why the Law then?” [If I’m saved by a promise, if I’m saved by faith, then why the Law?] “It was added because of transgressions,” [That could be translated this way, it could be “added for the sake of defining of transgressions.”] “having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come” [Who is the Seed?  Christ.] “to whom the promise had been made.” [So what is the purpose of the Law?  It defines sin.]


Go to Romans 7:7.  In the light of that, Paul says, “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?” [Now what he just said in Romans 7 (and you will really understand Romans after studying Covenant) is this, “Once you are married to Jesus Christ, once you die with Christ, you are no longer married to the Law.  You are no longer under the Law.”  This is what the Jews had a terrible problem with.  Why?  Because all their lives they had been under the Law.  They thought, “What?  How can you throw away the Law?  I have lived under it all these times!”  And certain churches say, “Don’t tell them they’re not under the Law.  How will we keep them in shape?  How are we going to keep them righteous?”  They don’t understand that the Spirit of God within is what makes us keep the Law.  People don’t understand that.  That’s why I say that a lot of those people probably need to check their salvation to see if they are really saved.  This is why I believe a majority of the people sitting in church are not saved.  

Romans7:6.  “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound,” [You have studied Hebrews, those two chapters, so you understand that the new covenant has come making the first obsolete.] “so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.” [Now, what’s the letter?  The Law.  What is the newness of the Spirit?  The new covenant.  So I’m serving in the newness of the Spirit, and not the old covenant.] (7) “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?  May it never be!  On the contrary,” [Now catch this; it goes with Galatians 3] “I would not have come to know sin except through the Law;” [So the Law was given for the sake of defining transgressions.] “for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.” (8) But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind;” [Now listen carefully, and I will explain in a minute.] “for apart from the Law sin is dead.”  Now when it says, “Sin is dead,” it means sin is dormant.  It does not mean sin is non-existent.  Because, in Adam, we have all sinned.  So every man is a sinner, but when the law is not there sin acts dormant.  

(9) “And I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died;” [What was the purpose of the commandment?  To reveal our sin.] (10) “and this commandment, which was to result in life (if I could have kept it I could have had eternal life), proved to result in death for me; (11) for sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. (12) “So then, the Law is holy, the commandment is holy and righteous and just.” [Now, what is he saying?  I do it all the time, and I’ll do it again.  It’s the best illustration the Lord has given me yet.  I want to explain to you what it is like to have sin dormant in you, and not know it until the commandments come.  First of all, let me give you an illustration.  Have you ever gone to the refrigerator to get out some cottage cheese, and you pot the top and look down, and my goodness, there are little green and blue fuzzes on it?  You look at it and say, “Yuck!  Who has been in my cottage cheese?”  Well, nobody has been in your cottage cheese.  You say, “Well, where did that gross fuzzy stuff come from?”  You see, it was there all along.  “There all along?  I didn’t see it when I ate it the first time!”  But you see, the potential for that was in it, and when the conditions were right, they got ripe and came to the surface.  

Here I am, standing here, and inside me sin is dormant.  It is asleep (zzzz).  “THOU SHALL NOT COVET!”  (Um.  ZZZZ)  “THOU SHALL NOT COVET!”  (Silence.)  “THOU SHALL NOT COVET!”  (Yawn.)  COVET!  COVET!  COVET!  And what happens is this: sin is dormant.  And sin is dormant in you until the law comes.  When the law comes, sin is revived; it wakes up.  It goes to work, and you look at your self, and you say, “Yuk!  Coveting is in me!  I’ve got fuzzies.  Where did they come from?”  What are you going to do with your fuzzies?  So all of a sudden, what was there was revealed.  This is what the law does.  Then what do you do?  “I’m going to get rid of my fuzzies.”  So you say, “God, it is wrong for me to covet, and I’m not going to covet anymore.”  Then you look over, and say, “Umm, wouldn’t it be wonderful?”  And—Covet!  Covet!  Covet!—again.   You say, “Oh God, that’s gross; I’m not going to covet again.”  And you try not to sin, but you keep on sinning, and the good that you would do, you can’t do; and the evil that you shouldn’t do, you find yourself doing, and you try and you try to be good, and you can’t be good.  Finally, you cry out to God, “Oh, the wretched man that I am, who will deliver me from this body of death?”  God says, “Oh good, you are finally poor in spirit.  You finally see that there is no way that you can ever make yourself righteous.  You are ready for salvation.  

(22) “For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,” [Now, can you be lost and concur with the law of God?  You sure can.  What were the Jews doing all this time?  You have got to understand that.  You can be as lost as all get out, and say the law is good.  What were the Jews doing all those years?  What were the Pharisees doing?  What were the scribes doing?  Right!  All those Jews were saying the law is good.  So you can do that.  You can be lost as all get out and do that, but you are a lost man that knows something about the holiness of God, the Law of God, and that God has a heaven for you.] (23) “but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. (24) Wretched man that I am!  Who will set me free from the body of this death?” [I can set myself free.  Who is going to do it?] (25) “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”


Now catch Romans 8:1.  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  [Because when I am in Christ Jesus, who is in me?  The Holy Spirit is in me.  (8) “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (the Holy Spirit) has set you free from the law” [This word “law” here is being used as a principle.] “from the law of sin and death.”  [Now, how did it set me free?  It set me free when it crucified me.  And when Jesus Christ crucified me, He put to death my old man, so I would no longer be a slave to sin.  He just said it in Romans 6:7.  “For he who has died is freed from sin.”  (2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. (3) For what the Law could not do,” [Was the Law good?  Yes.  Was the Law righteous?  Yes.  Was the Law holy?  Yes.  But the Law could not make me holy or righteous or good.  Why?  “The law was defective.  I am right.”  The Law is not defective—I am.  What makes me defective?  You’re looking at it—a body of flesh.

(3) “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:” [How did you do it, God?] “sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.” [What does it mean?  He condemned sin’s power in the flesh.  How did He do it?  Well, Romans 6 says, “when He died, we died; and He put to death the old man.”  The old man ruled over my body and made my body a slave to sin.  So God condemned sin in the flesh.  Now watch this.] (3) “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, (4) in order that” [Now catch this—it is vital.) “In order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” 

Now look--God looks at the world, and He sees two classes of men.  This is what Romans 8 is defining.  #1.  Those that are in the flesh, and #2.  those that are in the Spirit.  He is not talking about walking in the flesh vs. walking in the Spirit.  He does that in Galatians 5.  He’s talking about two categories of men, those in the flesh.  If you will go through Romans 8, you will see every body in the flesh is going to die.  See, they do not have the Spirit, and if you do not have the Spirit you are none of His.  Everybody that’s in the Spirit walks according to the Spirit, can call God, Abba Father, is a joint heir with Jesus Christ.  Study it sometime.  What is He saying?  He is saying this: the Law was given to show us our sins.  That’s what Romans 7 is all about.  Romans 7 is showing you that the Law was given to show you your sin.  When you first see your sin, your first reaction is, “God, I’ll get rid of it.  God, I’ll take care of it.”  And then you find out you can’t.  So you cry out to God, you become poor in Spirit.  You say, “I can’t do it.”  God gives you the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit causes you to walk in the Spirit, and thus do what to the Law?  Fulfill the Law—that is important.  People think, “No, no, no; you’ve got to keep them under the Law, because if you don’t keep them under the Law, they are not going to obey the Law.  But you see, they forget that the Holy Spirit within causes us to walk in God’s statutes and keep God’s commandments.  

After I got saved, I started running around with Christians.  Well, so-called Christians.  Some were, and some weren’t, I guess.  But I thought, “God, how come aren’t they living Godly lives, and I am living a Godly life?  Because before I got saved, boy, was I living an ungodly life!  I mean, I was immoral, and I was all this sort of stuff.  After I got saved, it was like turning around.  No one taught me to be good.  No one taught me to quit getting in bed.  No one taught me to quick drinking.  No one taught me to quit bouncing my kids up against the wall.  See?  And those things began to dwindle, and I had a hunger and a thirst for righteousness.  I thought, “Why don’t these other people have it?” And I knew that I hadn’t done anything to get it, except believe upon Jesus Christ.  I found out (when I studied Romans 8) that this is normal Christianity.  This is life in the Spirit.  


Go back to Galatians 3:19.  “Why the Law then?  It was added for the sake of defining transgressions…until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.” (21) “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.” [In other words, if there was a law that could have brought life, then righteousness could have been based on the Law.  But there is no law that can bring life.  Why?  What the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh.  See, what does God have to do?  What does God do in the new covenant?  He takes care of the problem of the flesh.  “Oh,” you say, “He does a flesh-ectomy.  He just pulls out all your flesh and throws it away.  

I used to draw pictures of women.  Have you ever gone to the beaches in Florida?  There are all these old people on the beach in Florida, and they wear little skirted bathing suits.  See, their legs are lumpy.  What’s the problem?  They have varicose veins. Why?  My kids say, “Ooo, Mother, look at that blue mark on your leg.”  I say, “Honey, that’s out of love; I carried you.  See I got varicose veins from you.”  When I was a nurse, we would do a venaligation.  Here is the big fat vein running.  We would make an incision here and an incision there.  We would cut it here and tie it off.  Cut it here and tie it off.  Then we would get our hemostats and just pull it out like a piece of spaghetti.  So you just pull that vein out.  God does not do a flesh-ectomy.  Well, then how does He take care of the flesh?  He puts the Holy Spirit within, and if we walk by the Spirit, we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  But He does something else,; He takes care of the old man, all that you were in Adam, and He makes you a new creature in Christ.  “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.  Old things are passed away, all things become new.”  

(21) “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. (22) But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. (23) But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. (24) Therefore the Law has become our tutor (or child attendant, which is paidagogos) to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.” [No we are not justified by the law but justified by faith.  So what does the Law do?  It is a tutor.  It stands over us and says, “Child, you behave. Child, there is the limits, and, honey, if you step over that limit, I am going to take you to the woodshed.”  So the Law sets the parameters.  It’s a tutor that guards us or shuts us up.  The word for “guarded” (you may have looked it up) means to keep in custody or to guard.  It is a military term.  It means to guard, as a garrison, to block a way of escape.  So the Law was there to keep us from escaping into unrighteous living.  See, if I had only obeyed the Law that I knew before I got saved, I would not have the memories of adultery.  My sons wouldn’t have the pain of their mother’s adultery.  My husband would probably still be alive, and I would be married to him, and he probably wouldn’t have committed suicide—if  I had walked under the Law, if I had stayed married and been obedient to the Law.  It says it keeps us in custody, so it either blocks the way of escape, or it protects outsiders from coming in.  Now this is what the Law did for the Jews.  It said, “This is the Law; you live within it.”  And if anybody comes trotting over this way, don’t you let them in (don’t you live with them) unless they are going to live under your Law.  So that kept them from the pollution of heathen vices.  But what did they do?  They broke God’s Law.  They laid it down; they intermarried; and they didn’t keep God’s Law, so they became contaminated into idolatry.   Do you see?  It kept us in custody in two ways.  It kept us from going beyond the boundaries of the Law and getting into sin, and it kept us from being contaminated by people outside who would want to come in and change the way that we live.  

(24) “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. (25) But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” [Now who is the tutor?  The Law.  The Law is the tutor.  We are no longer under the tutor.  Why do I no longer need to be under the tutor?  If I am no longer under the tutor, I will become lawless.  No, because I have been given the Spirit.  And the Spirit is going to cause me to fulfill the law.] (25) “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. (26) For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. (27) For all of you who were baptized into Christ” [That has no water in it.  It means “identified.”] “have clothed yourselves with Christ.” [There is the new covenant.  Remember, in covenant, what was the first thing that we saw them do?  Exchange robes.  Clothe themselves with Christ. (28) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male or female;” [Those were the major divisions in those days—either bond or slave, Jew or Gentile, male or female.  And the Jews used to say, “O God, I thank You that you have not made me a dog or a woman.”  So there are neither male or female.]  “for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (29) And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, and heirs according to the promise.”  What were they trying to do in Galatia?  Trying to put them under the Law.  And the problem was that Paul had to explain to them that the old covenant is made obsolete when the new covenant comes.  Not that I can go out and commit adultery, because I am going to fulfill the Law by the Spirit.]  

Go to Jeremiah 31.  I want to explain this very, very quickly to you.  I never really explained it to you.  Jeremiah 31 is about the new covenant.  (v.33) “‘But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will put My law within them,” [So He is going to put the Law within.  In the old covenant, where was the Law?  In the old, the law was without, on tables of stone.  In the new covenant the Law is within on their hearts.] “‘will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’” [So in the new covenant, God is ours, and we are His.  God is ours, and we are His.] (34) “‘And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares the Lord,’” [So, we are going to what?  Know God.  How are we going to know God?  Well, 1 John 2 says that we are going to have the Holy Spirit who becomes our teacher.  We have an anointing from the Holy One.   So we have the Holy Spirit.] (34) “‘for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.’” [So what do you get?  You get a “FF”, a Forever Forgiveness.  And you get a Forever Forgetness.  So God does not remember your sins anymore, and He doesn’t hold them against you, because He gives you a forever forgiveness.  

Jeremiah 32:39.  “and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always,” [How long am I going to fear God?  Does that mean I’m going to say, “O God, I’m so afraid of you.  O God, don’t hit me.”  No, I am going to fear God in that I am going to respect Him.  He said,] (39 “and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good, and for the good of their children after them. (40) “And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.”  [Have you ever been afraid?  “O God, I’m so afraid I will turn away from You.”  God says, “O no!  In the new covenant I put my fear within you, and you will not turn away from Me.”  So here is a guarantee that we will fear God, and God will not turn away, and we will not turn away.  Isn’t that marvelous?  Then in the new covenant, what does He do?  He says, “I will take away your heart of stone, and I will give you a heart of flesh.  He takes away a heart of stone, and what does He give you?  He gives you the Holy Spirit.  “I will put My Spirit within, and you will obey.”]  


In the light of that, turn to 2 Corinthians 3.  He is talking about the Corinthians, and he says, in v. 2, “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; (3) being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink (you are a letter of Christ), but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone,” [Why?  Because that is the old covenant.] “but on tablets of human hearts.” [Do you see?  He is going back to what I have just listed for you.] (4) “And such confidence we have through Christ toward God. (5) Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,” [Now how do we get adequacy from God?] (6) “who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter (that is the old covenant), but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,” [Why?  What is the curse of the Law?  Death.] “but the Spirit gives life. (7) But if the ministry of death (that is the old covenant), in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, (8) how shall the ministry of the Spirit (that’s the new covenant) fail to be even more with glory? (9) For if the ministry of condemnation (which is the old covenant) has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory.” (11) “For if that which fades away was with glory,” [What fades away?  The old covenant.] “much more that which remains is in glory.” [What remains?  The new covenant.] (12) Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, (13) and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of what was fading away.” [Moses went up on the mountain.  He got the Law, and the glory shone on his face.  He came down; and the glory would start to fade.  It was a picture of the Law disappearing, and the new covenant coming in.  So what happened?  He put a veil on his face, because it wasn’t time for them to see, because it wasn’t time for the new covenant.  Isn’t that fantastic?]  

Look at this.  (14) “But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.” [Every Jew that you look at that doesn’t know Jesus has a veil over his face.  But whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Forever forgiveness; a new heart, the Holy Spirit within!  Wow! The veil is gone.  It is lifted in Christ Jesus.  

Now, in the conclusion of that, go to Galatians 4:21.  “Tell me, you who want to be under the law (he is speaking to Christians, or so-called Christians), do you not listen to the law? (22) For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. (23) But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise. (24) This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants, one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. (25) Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.” [The Jews are in slavery with their children.] (26) But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. (27) For it is written, ‘Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout (He is talking to Sarah), you who are not in labor; fpr ,pre are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.’ (28) And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. (29) But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. (30) What does the scripture say?  ‘Cast out the bondwoman and her son,” 
Now what is he showing us?  He is showing us two covenants.  One made at Mt. Sinai, the Law, and it is saying that Hagar is the mother, and Ishmael is the child.  It is a picture of the flesh, and they are in slavery.  The other covenant was made at Mount Calvary.  Sarah was the mother.  The child of promise was Isaac, and there is life.  When they circumcised Isaac, Ishmael came and he tormented and taunted Isaac.  Sarah said, “You, Abraham, get rid of that woman, and get rid of her son.  He shall not be heir with my son.”  When she said that, God was teaching you a lesson, and that lesson is: you don’t live under the Law and Grace, so you get rid of the bondservant and her son, and you live under grace.  You live under the Holy Spirit.  This is covenant, a covenant cut for you, in Christ Jesus.  Change robes, put Him on, take on His enemies, be a friend of God, walk through the pieces.  And know this, you are in covenant, in the new covenant, and you have been given the Holy Spirit, forever forgiveness, a new heart, life in the Spirit.  Wow!  The veil is gone.  Cast out the bondwoman.  You are never going to please God by keeping the Law.  You’ll never please God by keeping the Law.  You say, “How do you do it?”  Galatians 5:16 says, “If you will walk by the Spirit, you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  
The new covenant tells you this, beloved, that righteousness is the normal lifestyle of those that belong to God under the new covenant, because the Holy Spirit is within.  Now, take what you know, and don’t just let it be knowledge.  Let it be holiness, and righteousness, and let it bring God glory.  Walk by faith under the new covenant.  
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