Covenant – Lesson 10

· As we look at the three covenants of salvation, remember that our salvation was locked in the mind and heart and economy and plan of God before the foundation of the world.
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John 1:17

17For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

· Moses is the mediator of the Old Covenant and Jesus is the mediator of the New covenant.

· The Old Covenant:

1. reveals sin

2. guards us from sin

· The Abrahamic covenant gives us the Seed

· The New Covenant:

3. Gives us forgiveness of sins

4. Gives us the Holy Spirit, who gives us power over sin

· We want to look at the Abrahamic Covenant as it concerns our eternal salvation

· The Abrahamic covenant also had promises to Israel

· The Abrahamic covenant gives us the Seed – Jesus Christ.  (Galatians 3:16)

· It is through the Seed that we enter into the New Covenant

· This is true for Jew or Gentile – there is no other way for anyone to enter into the New Covenant except through the Abrahamic Covenant, which promises a Seed

Galatians 3:6

6Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

· Genesis 15 is when Abraham believed God and that was the day that Abraham was declared a child of God

Galatians 3:7

7Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham

· If I want the blessing of the Abrahamic Covenant, I have to become a son of Abraham

· That’s fine for a Jew because he has a natural blood line, but what about the Gentile?

· The Gentile has to become a son of Abraham also

Galatians 3:7-8

7Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.  8The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."
· We become a son of Abraham by faith

· Where did God say all the nations of the earth shall be blessed of you?  (Genesis 12)

· When He gave the Abrahamic covenant, He’s talking about the Jewish nation He is going to make from Abraham, but all the Gentiles can be blessed through Abraham.  This was a preaching of the gospel – which is the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ

Galatians 3:9

9So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

· If I believe I am blessed along with Abraham

Galatians 3:14

14in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

· It’s in Christ Jesus that the blessing of the Abrahamic Covenant comes on us because the Abrahamic Covenant promised us the Seed (the Messiah).

How Jew and Gentile become one in the New Covenant

· Salvation is of the Jews

Abrahamic Covenant

Ephesians 2:11

11Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands--

· Why were the Jews calling the Gentiles uncircumcised?  Because the circumcision is a sign of the Abrahamic Covenant

Ephesians 2:11-12

11Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands--12remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

· Until Christ came, the only way the Gentiles could link into the Jews would be to become a proselyte

· Men had to be circumcised in order to be brought in (Genesis 17)

· No uncircumcised male could ever take part of the Passover

Ephesians 2:13-14

13But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,

· What separated the Jews from the Gentiles?  It was the law.

· The law set them apart in their worship and in their lifestyle.  God had set them apart.

· The ordinance of the law is what made the Jews different from the rest of the world.

· The law said no Gentile can worship God unless he conforms to the law – it begins with circumcision if you are a man.

Ephesians 2:14-15

14For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,

· What separated the Jews from the Gentiles?  It was the law.

· What was the enmity?  The law of the commandments

· How can they establish peace between Jew and Gentile when the law is in between?

Ephesians 2:16

16and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

· The enmity is in the law and the law has been put to death in the death of Jesus Christ.

· The death of Jesus Christ has inaugurated the New Covenant.

Ephesians 2:17-18

17AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 18for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 

· What does the New Covenant give us?  It gives us the Holy Spirit and the Spirit gives us access to the Father.

Ephesians 2:19

19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,

· You are no longer a stranger to the covenants and promises.  

· You are no longer cut off from God.

Ephesians 2:20-22

20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

· How am I being built into a dwelling of God in the Spirit?  It is answered in Ephesians 3.

Ephesians 3:1-3
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 2if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; 3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.

· Watch the word mystery – it is important.

· The New Covenant was given in Jeremiah to Israel and Judah.

· Why in the Old Testament weren’t the Jews told that the New Covenant was going to be with Israel, Judah and the Gentiles?  Because it was a mystery – to be revealed at a later time.

· The Jews could not conceive of the Gentiles belonging to God – so God kept it a mystery and told them that the New Covenant was for the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

Ephesians 3:4-6

4By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,

· The mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body of Jesus Christ.  

· The body of Jesus Christ is called the church

· What is the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel?  It is the New Covenant

· The Jews were ignorant of the mystery – Jew and Gentile in one body.

· Because the New Covenant comes, there is death to the law, which separated them from one another.

· That is why you can’t say there are two New Covenants, there is only one.

· Jews were saved first after the cross.

· The Jews have been saved, the Gentiles were added and we have a new and unique age that has never been since the beginning of the world – the church age

Ephesians 3:7-9

7of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 8To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 

· When was it hidden in God?  Before the foundation of the world

Ephesians 3:10

10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 

· It is your responsibility and my responsibility to take the message of the mystery of Christ (Jew and Gentile in one body) to the world.

Romans 1:16

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

· The problem is that we have the wrong mentality in the church today – we don’t witness to the Jews.

· The gospel was for the Jew first, then the Gentile.

· Paul witnessed to the Jews by making them jealous.

The Old Covenant

Exodus 24

· Tells us about the inauguration of the Old Covenant

· Moses came down from Mount Sinai and brought the tablets of the law

· The people said all that God commanded we will do

· There was a sacrifice, part of the blood was sprinkled on the book of the covenant.

· The elders went to Mount Sinai and ate with God a covenant meal

Hebrews 9:16-22

16For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. 17For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives. 18Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 19For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, " THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU." 21And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. 22And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

· This is referring to Exodus 24

· The law was to legislate the lives of sinful men in order to keep them in line until the Seed should come

· The law was given in the book of Exodus

· The book of Leviticus told how to worship in light of that law

· In Deuteronomy, the children of Israel are getting ready to go into the land

· Deuteronomy is called the second giving of the law

Deuteronomy 5:1-5

1Then Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: "Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I am speaking today in your hearing, that you may learn them and observe them carefully. 2"The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3" The LORD did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all those of us alive here today. 4"The LORD spoke to you face to face at the mountain from the midst of the fire, 5while I was standing between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain. He said,

Deuteronomy 5:27-28

27'Go near and hear all that the LORD our God says; then speak to us all that the LORD our God speaks to you, and we will hear and do it.' 28"The LORD heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me, 'I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have done well in all that they have spoken. 

· He’s talking about when they first receive the law

Deuteronomy 5:28-29

28"The LORD heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me, 'I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have done well in all that they have spoken. 29'Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with them and with their sons forever!

· God said He heard what the children of Israel said – if only they had that kind of heart in them

Jeremiah 17:9

9"The heart is more deceitful than all else
And is desperately sick;
Who can understand it?

· They are going to say with their mouth that they will obey God, but their hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked so they are not going to do what God says.

· What is the solution?  The New Covenant, which takes away the heart of stone and gives a heart of flesh.

· God will write His commandments on their heart.

Deuteronomy 29:1

1These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at Horeb.

· This is an addition to what was given at Mount Sinai.  It is part of it, but it’s an addition.

· They are the blessings and the cursings – which are in Deuteronomy 28

· Those blessings and the cursings belong to the Old Covenant.  They are blessings of prosperity, they are blessings of health for obedience and sickness for disobedience.

· You can’t just take the word of God out of context.  You need to believe it in the context of when it was spoken.

· Kay says there are certain things in the Old Covenant that do not transfer to the New Covenant

· Under the Old Covenant, they approach God through the priests in the tabernacle.

· They approach God through a blood sacrifice – but they could never go into the presence of God themselves.  They had to go through a priest.

Exodus 40:1-2, 17

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2"On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.

17Now in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.

· The tabernacle was called the tent of meeting.

Hebrews 8:5

5who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, " SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."

· The pattern is the pattern of heaven.

· The earthly tabernacle was going to show them how to meet with God through sacrifice

· In Leviticus, we see God describing through Moses, the offerings, the feasts, and the worship of God through the tabernacle.

· Although they had the way to meet with God and they had the law – they could not keep it.  Their hearts were deceitful and they were desperately wicked and they could not keep the law.

· They broke the Old Covenant

· Their worship of God could never take away their sin

Hebrews 10:1

1For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.

· Their hearts were right, they wanted to keep the law but they could not

· Year after year they had to make the same sacrifices 

· The law was holy and just and good but it could not change them and get rid of their nature.

Hebrews 10:2-3

2Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? 3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.

Hebrews 10:3-7

3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 7"THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'"

Hebrews 10:8-9

8After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are offered according to the Law), 9then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the second.

· He takes away the first – the covenant of the law – in order to establish the second

· In the first, I approach God through multiple animal sacrifices and through a priest. I approach God through a tabernacle, through laws and ordinances

· Jesus comes and takes away the way I approach God and gives me a new way

Hebrews 10:10-12

10By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 

· Sanctified is perfect passive tense – a past completed action with a present result

· Jesus took away our sins

· When He took away your sins and gave you forgiveness of sins, He gave you a new heart and the Holy Spirit

Hebrews 8:6

6But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.

· The Old Covenant was good – but the problem was us

· The New Covenant is better because it takes care of the problem

Hebrews 8:7-11

7For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. 8For finding fault with them, He says,
" BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD,
WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT
WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 
9NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS
ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND
TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT;
FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT,
AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD. 
10"FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:
I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS,
AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS.
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD,
AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 
11"AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN,
AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,'
FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME,
FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.

· He is quoting Jeremiah 31

· They could only know God through the priest, through the synagogues, through the Pharisees.  They couldn’t know God because they didn’t have the resident teacher.

1 John 2:27

27As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

· You have an inborn resident teacher – that shows you truth

· You know God intimately yourself – you don’t have to come through a priest or the blood of animal

· You don’t have to stand outside the veil, you can come boldly to the throne of grace

Hebrews 8:12-13

12"FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES,
AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE." 13When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. 

· The New Covenant is a brand new kind of covenant

· Jesus died, and they didn’t believe and kept offering sacrifices.  God took away the temple in AD 70 so they couldn’t offer blood sacrifices anymore, so they would look at the cross of Jesus Christ and the New Covenant

The Old becomes obsolete:

1.  God is approached through Christ, not through the tabernacle

Hebrews 10:19

19Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,

· The flesh is the veil, so now through Jesus we can come through His flesh to the throne of God

Hebrews 10:20-21

20by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

· We don’t have to go through a Levitical priest because we have a priest – Jesus

· Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the throne of God to make intercession for us

· He’s a priest like a Levitical priest in that He was human so He could understand, but He is a better priest because He never sinned and never had to make a sacrifice for His own sin.

2.  Sacrifices are no longer necessary

Hebrews 10:10-14

10By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;12but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 

3.  The Law is not external anymore

Hebrews 10:16

16" THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM

AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:

I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART,

AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,"

Ezekiel 36:26

26"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

4.  You are no longer under the blessings and the cursings of the law

Ezekiel 36:27

27"I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

1 John 1:9

9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

· When you don’t keep God’s commandment, all you have to do is confess your sin

1 John 3:9-10

9No one who is born of God practices sin, because His Seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

· You cannot walk in habitual sin

Romans 8:1

1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

· There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus

· You say, does that make me lawless?  Oh no, it makes you holy.

· The three covenants of salvation

5. Abrahamic Covenant– gives you the Seed

6. Old Covenant – shows you your sin, so that you come to the cross

7. New Covenant
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