Covenant – Lesson 9

· Does God love the whole world?  Yes.  

· Then why is salvation of the Jews?

· God grew an olive tree, a Jewish olive tree.  That olive tree did not respond to God the way it should have.  It didn’t bear the fruit that God intended it to bear as an olive tree, so God cut it off.  You say “how terrible”.  Oh no, because the cutting off of that olive tree was the salvation of every Gentile.  And God took a wild olive branch and grafted it in to the olive tree.  You say, ‘That’s wonderful.  But that’s terrible that those Jews didn’t believe.”  God is going to take what He cut off and He’s going to graft it back in and what are you going to have?  An olive tree of Jew and Gentile and Jew.  We’ll see the whole picture today as we look at the Abrahamic covenant, the Old Covenant, and the New Covenant as it pertains to you, be you Jew or be you Gentile.

Review

· Abraham was the first Hebrew (or the first Jew). 

· God made a covenant with Abraham.

· Abraham’s father was an idolator and Abraham was a Gentile because there were no Jews on the face of this earth.

· God made a covenant with Abraham:

1. A nation

2. All nations blessed

3. A land forever

4. Bless those that bless him, curse those who curse him

· This covenant was confirmed again to Isaac his son.  Then it was confirmed to Jacob, one of Isaac’s son’s.

· Jacob’s name was changed by God to Israel
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· Sometimes when you are reading through the prophets you will see “Oh Jacob” and he is talking to the nation of Israel.

· Sometimes he’ll say “Oh Israel” when he’s talking to Israel

· Sometimes he’s talking to all twelve tribes.

· Sometimes he’s talking to only ten of the tribes and you have to look at the context to understand.

· The twelve tribes went into the Promised Land under Joshua.

· In the Promised Land they lived during the period of the judges, which was approximately 300-350 years.  

· Samuel was the last judge and his sons were supposed to take over.

· The children of Israel didn’t like his sons and didn’t want them to rule over them and they also wanted a king like other people had.

· At that point the nation of Israel changed from a theocracy to a monarchy

· King Saul was the people’s choice and he was not a good king

· King David took over after Saul died.

· King Solomon (David’s son by Bathsheeba) -Solomon ruled over Israel.

· Because Solomon was unfaithful, God tore the kingdom – not from Solomon, but from Solomon’s son.

The tribes split:

10 tribes = Northern Kingdom

2 tribes = Southern Kingdom (Benjamin and Judah)

· Those kingdoms became idolatrous and turned their back on God.

· The Northern kingdom went into greater idolatry than the Southern kingdom, quicker.

· God sent prophets to them, they didn’t listen to the prophets.

Northern Kingdom

-722 BC-

Assyrian Captivity

Southern Kingdom

-586 BC-

Babylonian Kingdom

· In 586 BC, the Babylonians took the Southern kingdom captive.  That captivity lasted 70 years.  Before they ever went into captivity, Jeremiah prophesied that the captivity would last for 70 years.

· After the 70 years, the children of Israel (from Benjamin and Judah) returned to the land of Israel.  They stayed in that land until Jesus came, died, was resurrected, and went to heaven.

· In 70 AD, Titus came and surrounded Jerusalem and the great dispersion began.  And the Jews were scattered all over the world.

· This is the second dispersion – the first dispersion happened with the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.

· The children of Israel were scattered all over the world, but then they began to come back.

· When God scattered them, He not only judged the nation, but He also judged the land of Israel.  And God made the heavens as brass and the dirt as dust and there was barely any rain upon the land.  And it became an uninhabited desert region.

· When the Jews began coming back, the rain began to fall.

· In 1948, Israel became a nation again.  Since then, Jews have been coming from all over the world.

· If you want to understand the Jews, and the heart of Israel, read the book Golda.

· No nation has ever survived or lasted like this nation.

· Why? Because God made a covenant with Abraham

5. -12 Tribes

6. -Theocracy

7. -Old Covenant

· It is during the period of the 12 tribes, living under a theocracy that the Old Covenant is instituted.

· Remember, under Jacob and his son Joseph, they left Canaan and went into Egypt because there was a famine in the land

· In Egypt they multiplied and became a great nation.

· They were in the land of Egypt 430 years.  400 of those years they were slaves.

· God brought them out under Moses and he brought them to Mount Sinai where God gave them the Old Covenant

· The Abrahamic covenant came along and under David took on another dimension.

8. A nation

9. All nations blessed

10. A land forever

11. Bless those that bless him, curse those who curse him

12. A seed – Christ

· This is how the Abrahamic covenant pertains to you and me – it doesn’t pertain in the fact that we are a nation, because we are Gentiles.  We are all the nations of the earth being blessed by the seed, which is Jesus Christ.

· When we get to David, God makes a covenant with David.  It is simply an extension of the Abrahamic covenant, but it narrows down where this seed is going to come from.

· When Israel blesses the 12 tribes, he puts a special blessing on Judah.

· We know the Messiah is going to come from Judah.  David is from the tribe of Judah.

Davidic Covenant

2 Samuel 7:8-11

8"Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel. 9"I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth. 10"I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you.

· He’s appointing a place – this has a wide scope of prophecy that goes far beyond David’s life.

· Prophecy many times does that – it has an immediate fulfillment and a long-term fulfillment

2 Samuel 7:12-13

12"When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13"He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

· Who was the one who built the permanent tabernacle in Jerusalem?  Solomon

2 Samuel 7:13-15

13"He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14"I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, 15but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.

· In other words, I’m not going to do to your descendant what I did to Saul.  I took the kingdom away from Saul.  It went from one house, one tribe to another tribe.

2 Samuel 7:16

16"Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."

1 Chronicles 17:7-14

7"Now, therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader over My people Israel. 8"I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a name like the name of the great ones who are in the earth. 9"I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and not be moved again; and the wicked will not waste them anymore as formerly, 10even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel. And I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I tell you that the LORD will build a house for you. 11"When your days are fulfilled that you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. 12"He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever. 13"I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I will not take My lovingkindness away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. 14"But I will settle him in My house and in My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever."'"

· This is the other place where the same thing is repeated

· The word covenant is not used here.  We can’t call it a covenant unless God calls it a covenant.

2 Chronicles 7:14

14and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7:17-20

17"As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, even to do according to all that I have commanded you, and will keep My statutes and My ordinances, 18then I will establish your royal throne as I covenanted with your father David, saying, 'You shall not lack a man to be ruler in Israel.' 19"But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 20then I will uproot you from My land which I have given you, and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

· He is speaking to Solomon

· He is threatening dispersion

· Under the Babylonians, the temple Solomon built was destroyed.

· The Davidic covenant is saying, I am going to give you David a throne forever and your seed will sit upon that throne

1 Kings 11:1-2

1Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love.

· Solomon broke God’s commandments

1 Kings 11:3-4

3He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 4For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.

· How could a man be so wise as Solomon was and be so stupid?

· That is happening today – he knew all the truth and had all the wisdom, and yet he followed the lusts and desires of his heart.

1 Kings 11:9-11

9Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded. 11So the LORD said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.

· You can be in covenant with God and you can be chastened by God because you do not do what God has commanded

· When he tore the kingdom from Solomon and gave it to Solomon’s servant, that is why the tribes split.

1 Kings 11:12-13

12"Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13"However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen."

· He made a covenant with David that he would always have an heir on the throne

· God is able to raise up the adversaries

2 Kings 19:34

34'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.'"

· When the Assyrians come down, they could come down to the tribes of Israel, but no farther because God made a covenant with David.

Jeremiah 30:3

3'For behold, days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah ' The LORD says, 'I will also bring them back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it.'"

· That’s important, because God is not just going to restore the fortunes of His people Judah, but someday He will restore Israel and Judah

Jeremiah 30: 7

7'Alas! for that day is great,

There is none like it;

And it is the time of Jacob's distress,

But he will be saved from it.

· Israel is under such horrible distress that they are acting like women in labor

Jeremiah 30:7-8

7'Alas! for that day is great,

There is none like it;

And it is the time of Jacob's distress,

But he will be saved from it.

8'It shall come about on that day,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'that I will break his yoke from off their neck and will tear off their bonds; and strangers will no longer make them their slaves.

· God is going to take the yoke of oppression off of Israel.  He’s going to take away the chains and no other person is going to oppress them or make them their slaves

Jeremiah 30:9

9'But they shall serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.

Timeline
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· Jacob’s distress, Jacob’s or the tribulation

· After Jesus’ second coming, He will rule over the whole world.

· David will rule over the nation of Israel under Jesus.

· This is what Jeremiah is talking about.

Jeremiah 31

· Some people say God is through with Israel.  People say Israel broke God’s covenant, so God set Israel aside and He’s raised up the church and the promises of Israel now belong to the church.  This belief takes away all the glory.  Those people say Christ is not coming back to earth, He’s not going to set up His kingdom, but the church is going to bring it in themselves.

Jeremiah 31:35-36

35Thus says the LORD,

Who gives the sun for light by day

And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,

Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar;

The LORD of hosts is His name: 

36"If this fixed order departs

From before Me," declares the LORD,

"Then the offspring of Israel also will cease

From being a nation before Me forever."

· If the sun stops, and if the moon stops and if the sea stops, then Israel will stop.

· Can’t you imagine in Christian circles when in 1948 Israel was declared a nation?  It was an exciting day in history.

Jeremiah 31:37

37Thus says the LORD,

"If the heavens above can be measured

And the foundations of the earth searched out below,

Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel

For all that they have done," declares the LORD.

· God is not going to cast off Israel

Romans 11:1-5

1I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 3"Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE."4But what is the divine response to him? "I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL." 5In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.

· Paul is talking about the church age and he is saying at this time there is a remnant being saved.

Romans 11:6-15

6But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 7What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 8just as it is written,

"GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR,

EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT,

DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY." 

9And David says,

"LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP,

AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 

10"LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT,

AND BEND THEIR BACKS FOREVER." 

11I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 12Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! 13But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. 15For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

· If you’re going to understand the New Covenant, the New Covenant has already been inaugurated for Israel – but Israel only in part believed it.  Only a remnant accepted it.  In the end, the rest of Israel as a nation (one third of them) will turn around and look back and see the New Covenant and it will happen to them at that time.

· The early church was made up of Jews.

· We have a Gentile mentality and we think the church was made up of Gentiles.  It wasn’t until eight years later until the first Gentile stepped into the body of Christ.

Romans 11:15-16

15For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too.

· The Jews are going to accept Jesus as the Messiah and step into the New Covenant

Romans 11:17-18

17But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.

· In the early church some Jews believed and some did not believe.

· The ones who did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah and did not enter into the New Covenant were broken off.

· Don’t get arrogant towards the Jews, the church began Jewish.

· When part of the tree is cut off, God grafts the gentiles in.  But, the branches do not support the roots, the roots support the trees.

· Do not do what the crusaders did – do not call Jews Christ killers.

Romans 11:19-21

19You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."20Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith Do not be conceited, but fear; 21for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.

· Is He saying I can loose my salvation? No, but He’s saying how do you know you are saved? You will always keep on believing.

· And if you think you got into the olive tree and you don’t believe anymore – you were never grafted in.

Romans 11:22-24

22Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?

· The Gentiles were from a wild olive tree.  So, God takes the Gentiles from a wild and grafts it into a cultivated tree.

· You may say it’s impossible – it’s impossible for God to graft the Jews back in.

· Paul’s saying if He did it with a wild olive tree, He can do it with a cultivated tree.

Romans 11:24-25

24For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree? 25For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery--so that you will not be wise in your own estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;

· This is the mystery – that the new covenant that was for the house of Israel and the house of Judah and was rejected by them will someday be believed by them

· Israel was partially hardened so that we could be saved.

Romans 11:26

26and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written,

"THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,

HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."

· Does this mean all Israel from Abraham on?  No, it means all Israel at the time of Jesus’ second coming who believe in the Messiah – that part will be saved.

· During the tribulation, all of Israel will go through the fire but only one third of Israel will come through that fire purified and believe in the Messiah.

· The rest will die – it’s going to be horrible, it’s going to be worse than the Holocaust.

· That’s why you’ve got to get the message to the Jews now.

Romans 11:26-27

26and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written,

"THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,

HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."

27"THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM,

WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."

· What Zion?  The heavenly Zion.  Jesus will come down in the second coming.

· Jacob who?  The nation of Israel.

· When He comes back, He’s going to take away their sins because of the covenant.

Romans 11:28-29

28From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

· When it says fathers, it always means Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

· God is faithful to keep His covenant.

· What did God promise Abraham?  He promised him a nation that would last forever, a nation that would live in a land forever.  God’s gifts and God’s callings are irrevocable because God is faithful to covenant.

· The Old Covenant was called the law and it was given to Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt.

· Under Jeremiah, God gave them a promise of a New Covenant.

· The New Covenant was going to be inaugurated at the death of Jesus Christ.

· Are Jews going to get saved under that?  Yes, because the early church is made up of Jews.

· The New Covenant is an ongoing covenant.  

· Israel that was saved (the remnant) came under the New Covenant.  When Christ returns, those people will come under the covenant also.

Jeremiah 31:31

31"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,

· Why doesn’t He just say the nation of Israel?  Because the nation was split at that time.

Jeremiah 31:32

32not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.

· That was the Old Covenant

· The New Covenant is not going to be like the Old Covenant

Jeremiah 31:33-34

33"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34"They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

· In the Old Covenant, the law is on stone tablets, the New Covenant is in the heart.

· That is the New Covenant that is coming

Jeremiah 32:37-40

37"Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have driven them in My anger, in My wrath and in great indignation; and I will bring them back to this place and make them dwell in safety. 38"They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. 40"I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.

· The law was never called an everlasting covenant, but the New Covenant was.

· The Abrahamic Covenant was an everlasting covenant

Ezekiel 36:24-27

24"For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. 25"Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27"I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

· He cannot be talking about the church age, because in 70AD the Jews were dispersed. 

· God is looking all the way from back before Jesus to the second coming of Christ, when in a day – a nation will be born in the sense that Israel will be saved.

· Well then the New Covenant is not for the church age?  Oh yes it is.  But God knows that only a remnant will be saved and the remnant will become the church, not the nation.  

· God is going to save the nation at Jesus’ second coming, but the New Covenant is still good for the church age.

Ezekiel 36:28

28"You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.

· He’s talking in there about how He’s going to make Israel like the Garden of Eden.

Ezekiel 36:35

35"They will say, 'This desolate land has become like the garden of Eden; and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.'

· God has begun in the church period – since 1948 has been bringing the people back to the land and getting the land ready for the Messiah to come.

· When the Messiah comes, He will inaugurate in full, with the nation of Israel, the New Covenant

Hebrews 10

· He’s saying the Old Covenant could not make you perfect, so I prepared a body for My Son Jesus.  My Son came, He died, His blood that was shed makes you perfect.

Hebrews 10:14-17

14For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 

16"THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM

AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:

I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART,

AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,"

He then says, 

17"AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS

I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."

· He just took you from Jeremiah 31 to the death of Jesus in New Testament days and He said this is the New Covenant.

· The New Covenant began with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and it goes all the way to the saving of the nation of Israel.

· Israel in part believed – you had a remnant.

· Israel as a nation will believe at the beginning of the millennium. 

· At the end of the tribulation and at the beginning of the millennium, Israel will fully enter into the New Covenant

· Aren’t you thankful that Israel’s rejection has been our salvation
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