HOW TO DO A CHARACTER STUDY

Adapted from How to Study Your Bible by Kay Arthur
God, in His Word, has given us true accounts of men and women who have had victories, defeats, second chances, struggles, ecstasies, and depressions; men and women such as well. He has shown us their lives in order that we might identify with their humanity, realizing that failure is not final, and that even the strong have weaknesses. God has also shown us His dealings in their lives, that we might realize His holiness and sovereignty. By looking at the way God has dealt with them, we can see patterns for His dealings with us- thus the importance of learning to do a character study.

After deciding on a particular character…

1. Gather All Information on a Character
A. Build a list of references of related verses or passages.

a. Use the cross-reference system in the margins of your Bible

b. Use an exhaustive concordance or Nave’s Topical Bible

2. Research Main Truths in Scripture
A. WHO

a. Meaning of his name: this may or may not be an indicator of his character


b. His ancestry: father, mother, or tribe

B. WHEN

a. Times in which he lived, number of years lived, periods of life 
    Example: Moses’ life is divided into three 40-year periods
C. WHERE

a. Nation where born, raised, lived, died, buried


     Example: Moses was born an Israelite, raised an Egyptian. 
                                   This gave him a unique perspective and created considerable difficulties for him.

D. WHAT

a. His accomplishments & shortcomings

b. His training and conversion: what caused him to turn toward or away from God


c. His spiritual life: prayer life, obedience, suffering, personal lessons learned from God, 

                                             attitudes, responses, reactions


d. The effect or impact of his life/ death on others

E. HOW

a. Does his life illustrate scriptural principles?


    Example: God does not show partiality in dealing with His leaders. He is to be obeyed, to be “sought the proper way”. When Moses smote the rock a second time, God disciplined him [Nu 20:2-12]. Compare with David, when he moved the ark of the covenant [II Sam 6:1-8, I Chrn 13:1-14, 15:1-31]

3. Research Main Truths in Other Sources

A. Use Bible dictionaries, commentaries, or historical sources (Josephus): 

Make sure they line up with the plumb line of God’s Word!

4. Organize the material in various ways

A. Chronologically: birth to death


B. Major Life Events         Example: Moses in Egypt, on backside of the desert, in the wilderness


C. Principles of Life
     Example: We must make a choice of whom we will serve. Moses chose to endure ill-treatment with the people

                      of God, rather than enjoy the passing pleasures of sin (Heb 11:25). Compare with Joshua 24:15-22

D. Principles of Ministry 

     Example: Moses the Intercessor, Moses the Leader

5. Determine WHY this is important & Apply it to my own life

A. Write out in first person the truths God has taught you.

Example: I know that to be used of God I must be taught of God as was Moses. I may be in a hurry to do God’s work, as was Moses (Acts 7:23-35), but God is not in a hurry. First, He must equip and prepare me until I see that only God can do God’s work (Ex 3:11-12). “God, reveal this truth to me in all its fullness”
Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 11:1

Like Paul, we all ought to want to be like Jesus…by sitting at His feet, in His Word.
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