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Five Principles for Proper Interpretation
Adapted from The Inductive Study Bible
1. Interpret Scripture literally 

The Bible is not a book of mysticism. God spoke to us that we might know truth. Therefore, take the Word of God at face value—in its natural, normal sense. Look first for the clear teaching of Scripture, not a hidden meaning. Understand and recognize figures of speech and interpret them accordingly. Note the literary style of the book. Poetical and prophetic literature contains more similes and metaphors than historical or biographical books.

2. Look for the single meaning of the passage

Always try to understand what the author had in mind when you interpret a portion of the Bible. Don’t twist verses to support a meaning that is not clearly taught. Unless the author indicates that there is another meaning to what he says, let the passage speak for itself.

3. Context is KING!

“Context” means “that which agrees with the text”. Ask yourself if your interpretation is consistent with the theme, purpose, and structure of the book. Therefore, consider each verse in light of:

· The surrounding verses (Immediate Context)

· The book in which it is found (Immediate Context)

· The entire Word of God (Remote Context)

When you know God’s Word thoroughly, you will not accept a teaching simply because someone has used one or two isolated verses to support it. Those verses may have been taken out of context, or other important passages might have been overlooked or ignored that would have led to a different understanding. Saturate yourself in the Word of God; it is your safeguard against wrong doctrine.

4. Scripture will NEVER contradict Scripture

The best interpretation of Scripture is Scripture because God inspires each passage. Sometimes it is difficult to reconcile two seemingly contradictory truths taught in Scripture. An example of this would be the “Sovereignty of God” and the “Responsibility of Man”. When two or more truths that are clearly taught in the Word seem to be in conflict, remember that we have finite minds. Don’t take a teaching to an extreme that God doesn’t. Simply humble your heart in faith and believe what God says, even if you can’t fully understand or reconcile it at the moment.

5. Let the Plain Things be the Main Things
An obscure passage is one in which the meaning is not easily understood. Because these passages are difficult to understand, even when proper principles of interpretation are used, they should not be used as a basis for establishing important doctrines.
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