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Three Ways NOT to Interpret the Bible
Adapted from Dr. Robertson McQuilkin’s Understanding and Applying the Bible
Don’t feel bad….Before we learn to study God’s Word properly, 
all of us have probably interpreted a passage 
with one of these improper views at one time or another. (
The Naturalistic View

The Bible is rational because it appeals to the mind. Rationalism, however, denotes a system of interpretation that relies on one’s own reasoning as the ultimate authority. A rationalist sees at least two problems with the Bible: he sees that some teachings are morally unworthy of God (David’s cries for vengeance against his enemies) and he denies the supernatural actions of God (miracles couldn’t have possibly happened since they can’t be explained by science). He may ignore certain biblical commands because he thinks it only relevant to the culture of the day in which it was written. The end result: There is no sure word from God. 

The Super-Naturalistic View


The Bible is indeed a supernatural book filled with supernatural events and prophecies fulfilled with detailed accuracy. Those who read with a super-naturalistic view think that the Bible is always filled with “hidden”, mystical meaning. However, we must be careful NOT to “spiritualize” the text in a way that supercedes the author’s intended meaning, especially in regard to personal guidance. For example, a missionary couple decides to serve in Hawaii based on a supernatural reading of Isaiah 42:4, “The isles shall wait for his law.” One’s imagination is the only limit regarding “interpretation”. 

The Dogmatic View


While all students approach God’s Word with certain pre-conceived ideas, it is dangerous to approach the Bible without a humble, teachable spirit. Having your mind made up regarding a particular doctrine or practice, and not allowing Scripture to be clearly interpreted by its most logical meaning is to distort God’s truth. The Bible is often misinterpreted when one forces the passage to conform to the dogma (doctrine, tradition, or personal experience) rather than to modify one’s dogma to conform to Scripture.

A Better Approach to Interpretation is…

The Literal View


Let the clear, natural meaning of the words reveal the proper intent of the author. This view allows for obvious “figures of speech”, teaching of parables, and supernatural events such as the Virgin Birth of Christ and His Resurrection from the dead. (See “Five Guidelines for Proper Interpretation” in this booklet)
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