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Termninology
Appendix - Charts, observation worksheets, and other helpful information to be used throughout the course are located in a section at the end of the workbook.

Application -The proper goal of any Bible Study is to know God more intimately and the power of His resurrection.  The result is a transformed life, prepared to handle every situation of life in a way that honors God.  Application is a personal response of obedience to God's truth.  The student may ask the questions, "How can this truth make me more like Jesus?"  "What do I need to change in my way of thinking so that this principle of truth can operate in my life?"  " Can this truth be a prayer for my life or others? "...but the people who know their God will display strength and take action." Daniel 11:32b 

At A Glance Chart – The blank chart located at the end of the first lesson. As you discover and fill in the main ideas/ themes of each chapter, this chart can help you follow the author's progression of thought throughout the book.

Chapter Themes – or “Summary Statement” is the main idea or event of a chapter.  (HINT: Use words that the author REPEATS throughout the chapter)

Commentary - A book written by a theologian who is an "expert" on a particular book of the Bible.  From his in-depth study, he writes what he believes the Holy Spirit has taught him.  Caution:  Read these books with a careful, discerning eye because even this learned scholar may have overlooked some other very important Scriptures in drawing his conclusions.

Concordance - A reference book which alphabetically lists each word and its location in the Bible.  It assigns a "Strong's" number to each word which enables the student to identify its proper meaning in a Hebrew/Greek dictionary more easily.  

Context - The Scriptures surrounding a particular passage which give the student a clearer understanding of the author's original intent.  Context always rules interpretation.

Cross-References - Scriptures in other parts of the Bible which may enlighten a particular topic or passage you are studying.  These may be available in your Bible's margin notes.

Dictionary -A reference book which defines a word's original Hebrew/Greek meaning.  May include some commentary. Recommendation: Zodhiate’s New Testament (or Old Testament) Word Study/Dictionary or Vine’s Expository Dictionary.

Doctrines - Basic teachings of Christianity found in the Word of God.  These truths provide a framework for accurately interpreting scripture.

Homework - Each week's lessons are divided into five days/assignments requiring about an hour per day.  If you work through your study in this way, you will often find it more profitable than doing a week's study in one sitting.  Pacing yourself this way allows time for thinking through what you learn on a daily basis.  To do a little is better than to do nothing.  Don't be an 'all or nothing' person when it comes to Bible study.  Remember:  Any time you get into  the Word of God, you enter into more intensive warfare with the enemy.  Why?  Every piece of the Christian's armor is related to the Word of God.  Our only offensive weapon is the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God.  The enemy wants you to have a dull sword!

Appendix A
Inductive - A type of Bible study that doesn't specifically tell you what the Bible means or what you should believe. Instead, the student actively discovers truth for himself through Holy Spirit-led observation, interpretation and application of the Word.  In this type of study, the Bible itself is the primary source of information.  DEDUCTIVE study is the type of study most people experience when they learn from another teacher, preacher, or author. To be a “Noble Berean”, all believers must know how to study inductively in order to see if what the teacher says is true according to God’s Word.

Interpretation - The second component of inductive study which determines the accurate meaning of a passage or its individual words.  Context always rules in interpretation.  Sometimes we incorporate the use of Hebrew/Greek dictionaries, but we always rely on the context-developed meaning as we observe Scripture.  In that way, interpretation flows out of careful observation of the book.

Key Words - The author uses these words to communicate key concepts. These Important or repeated words are marked with a special color or symbol on the observation worksheets.  Also mark their synonyms or pronouns in the same way.  These words are essential in determining the main idea or theme of the chapter.

Meditation - Each day when you finish your lesson, "chew" on the spiritual food you saw in the Word. Ask your heavenly Father how you should live in the light of that truth. Speak God’s words to yourself (aloud or silently) all day long.
Observation - The first component (after prayer) in inductive study to determine what the text says and doesn't say.  This is the foundation for understanding.  Asking, "Does this statement answer the questions of who, what, when, where, why, or how?" enables the student to slow down and really look at  what the Scripture is saying.

Observation Worksheets - Chapters of Scripture (New American Standard Version) which are often double-spaced with wide margins for writing notes and observations are located in the back of the workbook.  These sheets are betterto use for homework assignments than a Bible because they have more space for marking and are free from an editor’s footnotes or thoughts.

Overview - Usually the first lesson in the course and the first step in studying a book of the Bible; it provides the "big picture" in the understanding of the whole book.  The goal is to establish the context of the book, including the historical background, the author's purpose for writing and the author's theme or message in the book.

Prayer - An absolute pre-requisite to any Bible study because the truth of God and His ways are divinely revealed.  Ask God to lead and guide you into all truth.  He will, if you ask.

Precept - One principle of truth about God's character or His way of relating to man.  The Lord teaches us little by little, building one precept at a time. See Isaiah 28:10 for how we learn.

Recipients - The original people to whom this book was written.

Segment Division - A major division in a book, such as a group of verses or chapters that deal with the same subject, doctrine, person, place, or event.  Example:  ROMANS (1-3:20) Sin, (3:21-5) Salvation, (6-8) Sanctification, (9-11) God's Sovereignty, and (12-16) Service of the Believer.

Transliteration - The English spelling of a Greek or Hebrew word.  Example:  SYMBOL 97 \f "Symbol"

SYMBOL 103 \f "Symbol"

SYMBOL 97 \f "Symbol"pSYMBOL 101 \f "Symbol" = agape.
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