Kinsman Redeemer - Lesson 1

Kay Arthur

     Do you realize, my friend, that dark days can be exciting days? Do you realize that troubled times can have an air of excitement about them?  Why? Because, listen to me carefully.  Darkness is always followed by light. Night is always followed by day.  And so in your darkest times, in your most bitter hour, because God has not left you and me without a Kinsman Redeemer, then there is light on the way. There is hope on the way.  God is not left you without hope. God has not left you without light.  God has not left you without a Kinsman Redeemer who can take this bitter situation, who can take these difficult times and turn them into something glorious.  
     You see, that is what God is all about. That’s the character of God. That’s the ways of God. And I want to show this pattern and I want to show you this pattern from the very beginning.  So I want you to go to the book of beginnings, to the book of Genesis.  
     In Genesis 1:1, it says, “In the beginning.” This is the very, very beginning.  God is taking us back to before anything ever existed.   And it says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was formless and void.  And darkness (see the darkness) was over the surface of the deep.  And the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.” Then God said, what? Tell me, what does it say?  “Let there be light. And there was light. And God saw that the light was good and God separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light, day and the darkness He called night.”  Now watch, “And there was evening and there was morning, one day.” 

     So if you start with evening, what do you start with, darkness or light?  You start with darkness. So you go from darkness to light. And this is what I want you to see and I want you to understand that in the midst of these troubled day in which we are living, there is the excitement of the fact that the day is coming, that the day star is going to arise with healing in His wings.  Light follows darkness if you want the light.
     I want you to go to Colossians 1:9-14.  And what I want you to see in Colossians is that light will always follow darkness no matter the tragedy, no matter the trial, no matter the horrendous testing that you are going through, precious one, there is light ( as they say – there is light on the other side of the tunnel)  There is an end to the tunnel. So you and I have hope if we are believers in Jesus Christ.  And in Colossians 1 ( and after Corinthians it’s General Electric Power Company – Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians)  But in Colossians 1, Paul is praying for those at Colossae.  And as he prays for those at Colossae, this is what he says in verse 9, “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with all the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” Why? “So that you may walk in a matter worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects.” 
     I want to ask you a question.  What is your ambition?  You know, ever since I wrote my new book, Lord, Give Me a Heart for You which is a study on II Corinthians, what I do is before I get out of bed in the morning, I tell God that the words that He speaks are the words that I want to speak.  And the works that He does are the works that I want to do.  And then I tell Him II Corinthians 5:9 – that my ambition whether in this body or out of this body, in other words, whether alive or dead and at home with Him, because when I die I will be immediately with Him.  I mean before this body hits the ground if it’s not lying down, before it hits the ground, I’m out of here. I am absent from the body and I am present with the Lord because I belong to Jesus Christ.  And so I tell Him that this is my ambition: Paul says, I have as my ambition whether in the body or out of the body, to be pleasing to the Lord.”

What is your ambition?  Start you day this way.

    So he’s praying that they might walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please HIM in ALL respects:

 – to the way that we dress, 
 - to the way that we talk, 
 - to the way that we spend our money, 
 - to the way that we relate to others, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.  That’s why we’re here.  That’s why we set aside time to study the word because we want to be strengthened with all power, because you want to have the knowledge of God. And if you want to be strengthened with power, that strength of power comes from - let’s say this is the strength of power (Kay holds up her arm?) okay, you can’t see anything because I’m not about to take my jacket off, but anyway, so this is the strength that we have. But that strength is anchored in the knowledge of what God has to say. 
     And so he goes on to say, to tell them what he is praying, he says, “Strengthened with all power according to His glorious might for the attaining – the attaining so that you and I might attain all steadfastness and what? And patience. See, patience is when you are going through a trial and you don’t give up.  Patience is when you keep on persevering no matter how bad it gets. Why? Because you know at the end of this trial, at the end of this tunnel of darkness, there is light at the end of the tunnel.  It doesn’t seem like it to many of you, and I can understand. I meet people who have had one tragedy upon another tragedy upon another tragedy but there’s light at the end of the tunnel. There is light on the other side because God has not left us without a redeemer.  

     He says, “Strengthened with all power according to His glorious might for the attaining of steadfastness and patience, joyously giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints where? In light.  

     You see, we are children of the light, not children of the night.  “For He (God) delivered us from the domain of darkness.”  The word there is “exousia.” …from the authority of darkness and He transferred us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have what?  Redemption.  And that word “redemption” is going to become a very important word this week and in the next two weeks as we study our Kinsman Redeemer.  “In whom we have redemption what? For the forgiveness of sins.  It is so glorious to know that all your sins are forgiven, that they will never be mentioned again.

     I want to take you to one more passage, and it is I Thessalonians, and just keep heading back toward Revelation. If you get to Hebrews you’ve gone to far.  When you get in the neighborhood of the “T’s” the “T’s come first, and I Thessalonians is the first one of the “T’s.”  

I Thessalonians 5:11 – I want you to see this. I want you to understand. I want you to understand that there is light – that light follows darkness – that you’re not without hope – that there is hope no matter what your situation, there is hope.

In verse 4 he says, “And you, brethren, are not in darkness that the day should overtake you like a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness.  So then, SO THEN since you and I are not of night and not of darkness, so then let us not sleep as others do but let us be alert and sober.  For those who sleep do their sleeping at night.  And those who get drunk get drunk at night.  But since we are of the day…”

Now why are we of the day? (Watch _____________________)  Before we were under the domain of darkness - before we followed satan.  We were under his dominion, under his kingdom. But then when we realized that Jesus was the Redeemer, when we realized that we were a sinner and that we needed to be set free from this sin, then what happened is God transferred (and we received Christ) God transferred us from darkness to light, from the power of satan to the kingdom of God. He granted us forgiveness of these sins and gave us an inheritance among all those who have been sanctified, set-apart, for God. And He did that, so now we are of the day.  And since we are of the day, verse 8 “Let us be sober.”

     Now listen, sober means you have your head screwed on right. It means you don’t allow your mind to go bananas.  It means that you keep your mind set on truth no matter the circumstances. So he says, “Let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet to protect his head what? the hope of salvation.

     I went to see “We Were Soldiers.”  It was about the Vietnam War.  I loved the sense of family that they gave.  And that is a true story.  They were being attacked by thousands of Vietnamese. And they were standing there, and they had their helmet off.  And I said, “Get your helmet on!”  “Get your helmet on!” I mean the bullets go off the helmet.  But if the helmet isn’t there, they go through the head.  And Hollywood lets you know how bloody that is.  

     But listen, we are to keep on the helmet of what? the hope of our salvation – the hope of our salvation.  I want to talk to you about hope because you have a Kinsman Redeemer.  And there is no book of the Bible that introduces you to this subject better than the book of Ruth. So I want to take you to the book of Ruth.
     Many of you have studied the whole book this past week, and you have marked the text. And you understand the story. I want us to go to Ruth 1 because in chapter 1 we have a word that is used for the very first time in the Word of God.  And I want you to see the setting of this word.

     Ruth 1:1 “Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in the land.”

     Now many of us have just finished studying the book of Judges.  And we have studied the book of Judges in seven weeks, and we know that the period of the Judges was a time of darkness, right?  It was a time of darkness that lasted for 340 – 350 – maybe 360 years.  They were dark days, and the book of Judges tells us about those days.  And as we studied them, we realized and recognized that the days of the Judges are like our days – that they are a parallel to that time.  Why? we are living in a post-modern era.  And in a post-modern era there are no absolutes.  Some post-modernists have just said, “How do we really, really know that all those Jews were killed in the extermination camps?”  I mean, it is just an obliteration of reality, so to speak.  They just don’t want to deal with it. They don’t want to deal with history, past, present, future –they don’t see the connection of those things.  And so what you see in post-modern thinking is there are no absolutes.

     Well in the days of the Judges in chapter 17-21 it gives us of a picture of the times of that book.  What’s the key repeated phrase?  Every man did what was right in his own eyes because there was no king in Israel.  There was no king in Israel so every man set his own standard.  
     Now this is the time in which Naomi was living. This is the setting of this book.  And yet in the setting of Judges, it is like God reaches into the times of the Judges and pulls out a story and makes it a separate book and says, look, in all that darkness, look, there is light. There is light.  And you see it in the book of Ruth.

     Now in the beginning, you say, “It’s not light, it is dark.”  There is a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech.  And it means, “God is king.”  And the name of his wife, Naomi. And Naomi means “pleasantness.” And the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. Mahlon means “weakening.”  Chilion means “pining.” In other words, these weren’t really healthy guys.  It sounds like, if names describe people and that’s what they usually do in the Bible, it sounds like they had these two sons who just were physically weak.
     And it says, “Now they entered the land of Moab, and they remained there.”

     Now, where is the land of Moab?  If we look at Israel, and this is the Mediterranean Sea and this is the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River and the Dead Sea – it has its back to the Mediterranean Sea; right over here is the land of Moab.  And so this is where they journeyed.  This is Jerusalem and Bethlehem is just very, very close to Jerusalem.  As a matter of fact when we go to Israel, we go to Mount Racal and to the kibooths there, and we have dinner there, and we overlook and see the shepherd’s fields and Bethlehem.  
     So they journeyed from Bethlehem, which is called the “house of bread,” yet there was a famine in the house of bread.  So they journeyed from there over to Moab. They either go this way or they go that way, I don’t know how they went, but I know they went to Moab.

     Now verse 3, “Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two sons. Verse 4:  And they took for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived there in Moab about the years.

5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; and the woman was bereft of her two children and her husband.”

    Now you talk about a difficult situation, you talk about a bitter situation; you talk about something that was extremely difficult because this woman is not at home.  This woman is not with an extended family.  This woman is not with the tribe that is living here in Bethlehem. This woman is in a foreign land.  Now apparently at this time there was a good relationship between them or otherwise she wouldn’t have been down there.  But here she is left as a widow. Here she is left bereft of her sons.  Now we can’t understand the culture of that day living in the United States of America, but I will tell you, it would be very difficult for a woman from that day to be without the protection of a man around her, without the protection of a family around her, without the protection of her own people.  And so there they are for ten years.  
     And it says, “And then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the Lord has visited His people in giving them food.” The famine was over.  
“So she departed from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.”

    Now Bethlehem is in the land of Judah.

    “And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house.”

     Now why the mothers house we don’t know because it is usually to the father’s house.  But it could have been to the mother’s house because it’s the mother that is concerned about the daughter; it’s the mother that is concerned about her welfare; it’s the mother that’s concerned about getting her married.  And so maybe she’s saying, “Listen, now you go back to your mother’s house. Let your mother take care of you in this trial, in this situation.”

     Verse 8 – “And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go, return each of you to her mother’s house.  May the Lord deal kindly with you as you have dealt with the dead and with me.’”

     What do you see?  You see an awesome relationship between Naomi and her daughters-in-law. And I want to tell you something, it is one thing to have daughters, and they get married. But you have raised that daughter. You can walk into that house and you can do the dishes anyway you want to, and you can arrange things and you can talk to her – you’ve raised her like this.  But when you only have boys, it is a whole different story.  And that is all that she had was sons.  And yet she had built such an awesome relationship with these two daughters-in-law.  She was a good Jewish mama.  

     She says in verse 9: “May the LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband.  Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.”

     Verse 10: “And they said to her, “No, but we will surely return with you to your people.”  We are going to go back with you.  We are going to take this journey.  We are not going to let you travel all by yourself, which shows that they loved her and cared for her.  No, we are going to go with you.  We are not going to let you go through this. 
     And Naomi said: Verse 11 “Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me?”

     Now listen carefully because this is Eastern thinking.  Listen carefully because it is Jewish law.  She says in verse 11: “Have I yet sons in my womb that they may be your husbands?  Return, my daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband. If I said I have hope, if I should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons,  Verse 13: “Would you therefore wait until they were grown?  Would you therefore refrain from marrying?  No, my daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the LORD has gone forth against me.”

     Now listen, one of the things you know and one of the things you understand about Naomi is this as you read through this whole book: Naomi knows and understands the sovereignty of God.  Naomi knows that this is not an accident. It is not outside of the will of God. It is not outside of the rule of God.  It is not outside of the power of God that her husband has died and that her two boys have died.  She says, this is the LORD’s doing in my life, and I want you to know. And it is so helpful to know that whether it is good or difficult, it is God.  It is God because He is the sovereign ruler of all the universe.  And you say, “No, no, no, God is a God of love, and I just want to believe that when God sits on His throne up here, if it is anything evil, then God had nothing to do with it.”

     Now I want to ask you a question, if God had nothing to do with it, then who did?  How did it happen?  Do you want to be in the hands of fate?  Do you want to be in the hands of the enemy?  Do you want to be in the hands of the prince of this world, or do you want to know that whether it’s good or whether it’s evil, whether it’s easy or whether it’s hard, whether it’s pleasant, or whether it’s bitter, GOD, GOD has allowed it?  God has permitted it.  
     Now listen, Naomi knows.  You may not agree with her, but I want to tell you something, Naomi knows that God is behind it all. She knows that God is behind it all. And just the verse where God says in Isaiah 45:7 “I create good, and I create adversity. I am the LORD who does all these things.”  Then I can know, who is this God who creates good and who is this God who creates adversity?  This is the God of love. It tells me in 
I John 4 that God is love - that God first loved me. It tells me that God is sovereign, and because God is love and God is sovereign, God tells me because I have come out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, because I have turned from satan and walking my own way, and I have chosen to follow God and let Him be my ruler, then I know this: I know without a shadow of a doubt, that when He says all things work together for good for those who what?  love God, to those who are called according to His purpose, for whom God foreknew, He predestined, He marked out beforehand, to become conformed to His image – then I can know this: If He that sits on this throne is a God of love, He is sovereign and He rules over all and He has made me this promise that all things will work together for good, then even in the midst of my darkness, even in the midst of my bitter situation, I can know that there is light at the end because I belong not to the kingdom of darkness, I belong to the kingdom of light.  And darkness is followed by light.  Night is followed by day, and I am a child of the day.  So I can understand that, and you can understand that.  

     So now watch what she says.  She says, “Return, my daughters, why should you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may be your husbands?”
     We know that from Deuteronomy 25:5-10 that the Jews had a law.  Now they have come to call it the Levirate law. And they call it the law of the Levirate because Levirate is a Latin word that means “brother-in-law.”  I don’t like it. The theologians have picked it up, but I don’t like it.  And the reason I don’t like it is because I don’t want to know Latin, I want to know Greek and Hebrew because that was what the Bible was written in. And so to me what he is saying here is, to me what he is saying here is, “You have a brother-in-law. You have a kinsman.  And that kinsman is responsible (now listen, this is so beautiful) if I am a widow and my husband dies and I have no heir, I have no son to carry on the family name, the family, the family, the family is so important to God, that He says to the woman, “You go to the brother-in-law, and he has to do the duty of a husband to the woman so that she can have a child so that her child can have a name, so that my husband’s name continues because the family and the name of the family is so very important to God.  God is into family and you know that right from the very beginning when He makes a family with Adam and Eve and tells them to bear children.
     So this was what was supposed to happen.  Now, Naomi had no more sons.  So what Naomi would have to do is, Naomi would have to find a husband, she would have to get pregnant, that would take 9 months to produce the child, then they would have to wait until the boy got old enough to have a child, then Ruth or Orpah could go into that boy.

     Naomi says, “It is impossible.”

     So what does she say?  Now listen carefully. I love it.  Verse 12 “If I say I have what? hope; if I should even have a husband tonight.  This is the first time that “hope” is used in the Bible. It is the first time “hope” is used in the Bible.  I love it. I read it the first time and I thought, “Lord, what a crazy setting.”  And then I took the word “hope” and put it in the context of Ruth and then put it in the context of what we are studying – the Kinsman Redeemer – and it is absolutely awesome.  So what I want to do is take a couple of minutes and I want to tell you about the word “hope.”

     Basically there are three Hebrew words for “hope.”

1) This word in verse 12 is tiqvah.” And it comes from a word that means literally “a cord.”  That is what it means. It comes from a word that literally means “a cord.”  And so what is hope.  Now watch – “hope” is a cord for you.  It is a cord for you. And hope is a cord for you because it attaches you to whom?  to the reason of your hope.

     Now Naomi has no hope.  She says, “If I say I have a cord, if I say I have hope, it is impossible because I am barren.”

     But look, this is the first time this word is used in the Word of God. And it is used in the context of Naomi’s life and Ruth’s life and what the book of Ruth has to teach us. And we are going to unfold that in a few minutes.  But I want you to see that the word for “hope” means a cord.  
     It comes from a word, qavah” and it means “to bind together.” And look at this (cord). These are different threads, different colors, bound together.  They are bound together so that they are twisted together; they are twisted together so it makes it stronger.

     Psalm 39:7 – this is where this word is used.  “And now, LORD, for what do I wait.”  In your bitterness, you may be crying, “God, what do I wait for? What am I waiting for?  It is too bitter. It is too hard. It is too dark. It is too difficult. What am I waiting for?”
And it is typical Hebrew – it asks a question, and gives the answer. So what does it say?

“My hope - listen – my hope is in Thee.  My hope is in Thee. I am bound to You.  What am I waiting for? I am waiting for You, God.  Because what?  Light follows darkness.  Day follows night. So I am waiting for You.

     Look at Jeremiah 14 – and this is so good.  Verse 22.  I picked this out because they have a famine; we go through floods, we good through drought, etc… Jeremiah 14:22 “Are there any among the idols of the nations who give rain? Are there any gods among the nations who can give rain?  (They might pray to them.)  Or can the heavens grant showers?”  Now listen, can the heavens just say, “I think I’ll rain today.”  No!  It says, “Is it not Thou, O Lord, our God who gives rain? Who tells the heavens to shower on the earth? Is it not Thou, O Lord our God? Therefore, therefore, we what?  we hope in You. We hope in You.  We don’t hope in mother nature.  We hope in Father God because God is sovereign.  “For Thou art the One who has done all these things.”

     Psalm 42: 5 “Why are you in despair, O my soul?”  See when you are without hope, what you need to ask why you are in despair O my soul?  “Why have you become disturbed within me?”  And what does it say?  “Hope in God for I shall again praise Him.”

Why? the light is coming, the day is coming.  You hope in God for “I shall again praise Him.”

     Verse 11: “Why are you in despair, O my soul?  And why have you become disturbed within me?” When you are in despair, when you are in darkness, when you are in bitterness, stop and look at the situation. Analyze it, and say, “Why am I in despair?”

      Naomi is saying, “There is no hope here.”  I am too old. I do not have a husband. You’re not going to wait that long.  So you look at the situation, but you look beyond the situation to the light that is at the end of the tunnel and that light is your Kinsman Redeemer.  Hope in God for I shall YET praise Him.  
     Now listen, the help of my countenance, in other words, the One that lifts up and gives you a smile on your face, and My God.

     I sat with a gal whose brain stem separated from her head.  She looks like she has no neck.  She now has a neuralgia on the side of her face, and she lives in electrical shock kind of pain.  And I said, “Linda, you’re beautiful.  You are beautiful.” Because there is no bitterness in her; there is beauty.  She has accepted this from the hand of God and she knows that there is light at the end of it and that light is Christ-likeness.  
2) Well, the second word is “yachal.”  It is a primitive root and it means “to wait.”  It simply means to wait, to be patient. It means to hope.  In Psalm 38:15, it is used.  “For I hope in Thee, O Lord.” I wait for Thee, O Lord.  “Thou will answer, O Lord my God.”  So this kind of hope is a waiting kind of hope. It is knowing that eventually the answer is going to come.  Eventually relief is going to come.

3) Now the third word is “miqveh.” And I was shocked.  A miqveh is where they go and they immerse themselves in a ceremonial bath. And I thought, “How does that come from hope?”  But so many times in Hebrew this is what happens.  But this word comes from a root that means “something that is waited for,” so it is like the word “yachal” it is waited for, only it means that there is confidence there.  There is confidence there.

In Ezra 10:2 – it talks about these men and how they answer and they say to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God, and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land. (which is what Elimelech’s sons did – they married Moabite women. Now there is no specific scripture that says you don’t marry a Moabite woman, but there is a specific scripture that says no Moabite is allowed in the house of God, which is going to be interesting in just a minute.
“And you have married foreign women from the people of this land, yet now there is what? hope for Israel in spite of this.”

And I used this verse because I want you to know that sometimes we do what is wrong in God’s eyes. Sometimes we walk in rebellion to God.  Sometimes we are in the middle of this situation and being right in the very middle of this situation, what we do is we get impatient, we lose hope and we do something that we shouldn’t be doing.  And yet, in the middle of this, what is he saying?  He is saying you have done wrong, but there is yet hope in God.  You wait for it.  You have confidence in it.  Why? because of who God is. 
     Another verse is Jeremiah 14:8 – “Thou hope of Israel, it’s Savior in time of distress. Why art Thou like a stranger in the land or like a traveler who has pitched his tent for the night?”  Where are you?  You are my hope. You are my salvation.  I am waiting for you in confidence.  

     Jeremiah 17:13 “O Lord, the hope of Israel” - the hope of Israel. He is the hope of Israel.  He is our hope.  “All who forsake Thee will be put to shame. Those who turn away on earth will be written down,  because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the Lord.”  So He is our hope.  If you don’t cling to that hope, you have forsaken the fountain of living water.  

     Now, in the book of Ruth we have “hope” mentioned for the first time in the Bible, so let’s go back to Ruth.

     Now when we go back to Ruth and we see the very first time that “hope” is used in the Word of God, we see that Orpah does leave and goes back to her mother’s house.  But Ruth clings to Naomi. And when Ruth clings to Naomi, it says, “But Ruth clung to her,” and that word “clung” is the same word for a man leaving his mother and father and cleaving and gluing to his wife.  So here is Ruth saying I’m going to glue myself to you.

     Now watch what she says: Ruth says to Naomi and this is an awesome, awesome verse, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge,  I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.”

     What is she doing?  She is making a profession of faith.  She is saying, “I am turning from my idols to serve the true and living God.”  Your God is going to become my God.  I am going with you. Where you die, I will die and there I will be buried.  Thus may the LORD - and she uses YHWH.  She uses “Yeh-ho-vah” – the highest name for God, the covenant name for God.  “Thus may the LORD do to me and worse, if anything but death parts you and me.”  What she does is she stands there and she makes a covenant with God.  She swears before a covenant-keeping God to Naomi that she is in a covenant with her, and she will not leave her under any circumstances.  Listen, that very act of commitment in the midst of this dark situation, is what brings light.  

     When Naomi gets back to Bethlehem, the whole city is anxious to see her, but they say, “Is this Naomi?”  Those ten years and that sorrow has taken its toll. And she says in verse 20, “Do not call me Naomi (pleasant) call me Mara (bitter). For the Lord has dealt very bitterly with me.  I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty.  Why do call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me.”
     Listen precious one, do you feel like that? Do you feel like that? Are you in such a bitter situation?  Are you in such a difficult situation?  Are you in such a situation that you don’t know where God is because everything is bad?  I want you to know this – there is hope because, listen, that very bitter situation in Naomi’s life turned out to be listen – the most glorious thing that any woman could ever hope to have.  Why?  because when you go through the story and you come to the end of the story, you find Naomi’s daughter-in-law married to Boaz, her kinsman redeemer, not the first in line, but in the sovereignty of God, when this kinsman goes to redeem her, to buy the land that belongs in the family, to take this woman to raise up a seed, and Boaz (and you know that he is in love with this woman and he is delighted that this younger woman would want him, but he is a man of virtue) and there is a closer kinsman and he says to the closer kinsman, “You have the right to buy her land.” 

     And he says, “I’ll take it.”

     “But you have to take her with it.”

     “Never mind.  Never mind. Here’s my shoe. You can have her because” and we are going to see the because of it all next week.

     But listen, Boaz gets the prize.  No, Ruth and Naomi, glued together, committed to God, making a covenant before God, they are the ones that come out winners.

     Why?  I want you to go to the end of the book of Ruth. Now that’s a big jump, isn’t it? But I want you to go the end of the book of Ruth, and I want you to see what happens.

Verse 13: “So Boaz took Ruth.”  He’s going to raise up a seed so that Ruth’s husband, Mahlon, has an heir.  “So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her.”  Now listen to what the sovereign God does.  This is the light after the darkness.

“Then the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.  Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD.”  Now, blessed is the LORD!!   “who has not left you without a redeemer today.”  
     Listen, are you in trials? Are you suffering?  And I say to you, precious one, blessed is the Lord who has not left you without a redeemer.  Blessed is the LORD in the midst of this trial, whatever you are in, you, like Naomi, have not been left without a redeemer. Here is this awesome, awesome, story of going from darkness to light, from bitterness to pleasantness to joy. Why?  she has not been left without a redeemer. 

     Look at what it says. “Blessed is the LORD who had not left you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.”

     Now what are they going to name this little boy?  Obed.  And Obed is going to give life to a son, and what is the son’s name? Jesse. And Jesse is going to give life to a son, and what’s that son’s name? David. And David down through the ages is going to give life to a son. And what is that son’s name?  Jesus!  Jesus, our kinsman redeemer.

    Listen, in the midst of all her bitterness, in the midst of all of her darkness, in the midst of the fact that she thought there was no hope in her womb, there was hope, but that hope was God’s way.  And that hope was God’s way because God in that bitterness –and listen to me carefully – whatever the bitterness of the situation, beloved, whatever the bitterness, whatever the trial, whatever the darkness, because God is God, because He is sovereign, because He loves you, because He is omnipotent, because He can promise that all things will work together for good to those who love Him, to those who the called according to His purpose, because He foreknew you and predestined you to become conformed to the image of His Son, you have hope in the midst of that because there is something better on the other side of that bitterness!!  There is something better. There is light.  There is what? There is hope.  There is a cord to hold you. 

     Now listen, Ruth gets married to Boaz!  Boaz is older, but maybe his mother is still alive!  What’s his mother’s name?  Rehab, a harlot, another Gentile.  Oh, a Gentile mother-in-law that has a Gentile daughter-in-law.  And the Gentile mother-in-law was a harlot, but she came out of the darkness, she was redeemed. And what did she say?

(Kay says, “Stand up, honey, to one of the women in the class)  Let’s say I am Rehab and this is my daughter-in-law, Ruth.  “Oh, precious one, let me tell you about the day that God redeemed me. I was harlot. I was without hope. They were going to destroy the city.  And I hide the spies.  And I hung a scarlet cord outside my window – a scarlet cord.”  That scarlet cord was her hope of the fact that she would not die, but she, in a sense, would be redeemed.  And so Rehab is put in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Ruth is put in the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  And Ruth is going to be the great-grandmother to whom?  (I knew my great-grandmother.)  The great-grandmother to the famous King David.
Oh, what a God we have. What exciting days to live in. 

     I love this. I love this.  “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.  And may he also be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age.” And that’s what we have in Jesus – a restorer of life.  Incredible!  Incredible, isn’t it?!  A restorer of life.

     Naomi didn’t know when they took Obed and put him in her arms, she didn’t realize that that child that she was holding in her arms, in her arms, was the hope of Israel, was the Redeemer of the world. She didn’t know it. She didn’t realize it.  But there is a resurrection - Daniel tells us.  Daniel tells us that there will be a time when God resurrects all of us and when he resurrects her, she is going to be standing before Jesus who is the fruit of her bitterness, but her faith and her obedience and her submission to God - because indirectly, Jesus is going to be her grandson through the law of the ga-el – the kinsman redeemer.  Can you imagine what it’s going to be like for those women, those women to stand before the Redeemer of the heavens and the earth, the Light of the world who dispels darkness, to stand before Him and to know that it was through their womb, through their husband’s sperm, that flesh was given to the incarnate Son of God, placed in the physical womb of Mary, God-man.  God-man. God in the flesh who is come to taste death for all men.  To take us out of darkness into His glorious light – to grant us forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified.

     Read Matthew chapter 1.  Read the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Write is down.  Start with Rehab, and look at Rehab’s son who was Boaz.  Then attach Ruth because it wasn’t through Boaz’s first wife, or Boaz’s whatever wife, it was through Ruth – it was through that man being obedient to what God had called him to do that he had the privilege also of being in the genealogy of the humanity side of the Messiah of the world.  
     He is the light of the world, and those that follow Him will never walk in darkness. Why? because the darkness is always temporary.  There is always light at the end of the darkness because there is Jesus. There is Jesus.  
     And you know that when we are all together as family in the new heaven and the new earth, will there ever be darkness again?  No.  Will there be the sun?  No.  Why? because He is the Light. He is the Light.

     So precious one, what do you do?  You grab that cord of hope and you what? You hang on for all your worth.  You wait, and you wait in confidence.  Blessed is the Lord who has not left you and me today without a Redeemer.

     Now I want you to take a minute and I want you to think on these things. I want you to think on these things. Get the tape.  Listen to it over and over and over again until this truth sinks into your heart and sinks into your life. And know this, with Jesus you will have a cord, a cord that will hold you through the night and direct you into the light.

Let’s pray:

Father, thank-you. Thank-you for Your Word. Oh, Lord thank-you.  Thank-you for those You have brought today. I know it is no accident, and I know, Father, that there has got to be warfare connected with this, (we haven’t had this kind of taping problem in ages) and there is warfare because the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.  And he wants to keep us in darkness, and he wants to keep us in despair. And he doesn’t want us to see the glorious light of life – the Lord Jesus Christ.  We know, Father, that from Revelation, that he knows when his time is short.  And Father, we thank you that by hanging on, by having hope, that Father, we, we can persevere and we can know You, and have confidence in You.  And Father, I thank you, that although I didn’t use the Scripture, that the Scripture says that wisdom is where we find hope.  And that wisdom is truth. Truth that shows us our connection to You.  Father, I pray, that we will be back next week. And that we will back the week after that so that we can come and You can meet with us.  And I pray that we will be faithful for the next two weeks, and that we will see You work in mighty ways in us And then, Father, consequently with what you do through us so that others might have hope. We thank you and praise You now. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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