Kinsman Redeemer – Lesson 2

Kay Arthur

     In March, in the year 2002, there came a special on television and the special was on the rights of homosexuals and lesbians to adopt children because a couple had taken in five children that had AIDS – five children that were sickly – a couple in the sense of two men. They had brought these children into their family and had nursed them back to health and wanted to be able to adopt them.  
     In that same month, in the year 2002, Rosie O’Donnell, that famous, well-known, talk-show hostess, came out and said publicly that she had a lesbian lover and that this was her mate, and she also had adopted children.  I don’t know if you watched those programs in the year 2002, but I will tell you this, I did. And my heart absolutely broke as I saw those children talk about what it was like to be without a family, what it was like to be a little child and to have no mama and no daddy that wanted you.  What it was like to be sent from home to home to home – foster home.  Dorie is sitting here, and Dorie knows the story because she was given up by her mother. She was put up in an orphanage. There she was physically abused; there she was sexually abused.  Then she was sent from foster home to foster home. And in those foster homes, she was sexually abused – given over to men – physically abused.  
     And my heart ached.  My heart absolutely broke.  One little boy, in particular, telling how “I guess I know that I was hard to take care of – just hard to take care of.” But now, he’s part of a family.  It may be two fathers, but to him, at least now, he belongs.  You say, “Are you advocating homosexual adoptions.”  No, because that is not the family that God designed. But all I am saying is this; there is a need in each one of us to be part of a family, to be part of a community, to belong.  We were born to belong.  We were born not just to be isolated, not just to be set over here and set over there and to fend for ourselves.  
     And you hear the stories of these children, and you hear how they fend for themselves.  You look at the children in Afghanistan.  You look at the children in other places in the world and their parents have been murdered.  And they are just wandering. 

     We minister with street children in Brazil.  They have no parents. We minister with street children in Romania and in Russia.  They have no parents.  They live together just in the subways and down in holes in the ground.  And in that group it becomes in a sense, like a family.  Somebody rises to the top, but usually the one that rises to the top is one that is mean - the one that hits, the one that says stop that. And yet the child so desperately needs to belong and that although they are hit, although they are made fun of, they are not going away, because they’ve got to have a family.
     We are studying about kinsman redeemer. We are looking at what it means for you and I to have a kinsman, for you and I to have a Redeemer, for you and I to belong to a family, for you and I to know that we have worth, that we have value, so much value that someone would pay a very costly price to bring us into the family and to keep us in the family.  That is what I want us to look at today.

     I want us to look at the kinsman redeemer – at God’s picture of family. And I want us to understand it. And in understanding it, beloved, what I want us to do is I want us to take that picture, I want us to live in the light of it, in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.  And then I want us to talk to others about it. 
     We are living in a post-modern age.  And in a post-modern age where there are no absolutes, and the post-modern age, they are looking for reality. They have separated the past from the present and from the future. They have disconnected and what they are looking for and what they need is to be reconnected.  But they are a generation that hears with their eyes. They are a generation that hears with their eyes.  If they can see you and me connected, if they can see you and me and what it means to have God and Jesus are our Kinsman Redeemer and to be in the family of God, then this will make it attractive to them so that they will want to hear.

     You know the thing that broke my heart, and I listened to Rosie and she is very, very articulate –she has got a lot of good sense – but the thing that broke my heart when I listened to that woman – and it did, it hurt my heart, my heart was hurt for her because she didn’t have family.  She didn’t have family, and she is determined that her children that she had adopted are going to have family.  And one of the things that she said is that she wants them to have a heterosexual family. How did she get into a lesbian relationship? I believe that the reason we get into such sin is because we don’t understand family and being part of the family of God.  And we don’t experience family so therefore we go out to look for it in a safe place.  And if you are a woman and you have an abusive father, then where are you going to turn to? You are not going to turn to a man; you are going to turn to a woman.  It’s a twisted, distorted thinking.  But it is a thinking.
     But let’s see what God says. I want you to go Ephesians 3. In this wonderful, wonderful little epistle, that all the way through this epistle talks about in Christ. It talks about belonging. Ephesians 3:14 “For this reason, I bow my knees before the what? before the Father. I bow my knees, now listen. Not before the God, not before the terrible God, not before the awesome God, not before the God who has a mountain that is flashing with lightening and thunder as it says in Hebrews in the OT. (?) It is the same God, but it is God our Father.  It is God our Father.  And it is God our Father because we are brought into the family of God.  “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father from whom, watch, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  

     Listen, precious one, every family, every family, that is here on earth, every family that is there in heaven, got its name, got its origin from whom? God, the Father. Why?  because family is on His heart.  And that is the whole concept of kinsman redeemer.

     Let’s take a look at it, and let’s walk through the Bible.  What I want to take you to Genesis 1.  And in Genesis 1 –they say she can’t teach without starting some place in Genesis.  Go to Genesis 1:26 “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.”

     All right. If every family derives its name from God, then what does God have in mind for man? He has in mind a family. He has in mind a family. He creates us in His image, but it says, “Let us make man in Our image.”

    Look at verse 27 and it says, “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him, male and female, He created them.” Why?  Homosexuals have to adopt children because they cannot produce children.  Two men cannot produce a child.  Two women cannot produce a child.  God’s ordained it, and it will stand forever.  The egg will only come from a woman, and the sperm will only come from a man.  So He created them male and female.  And then He says in verse 28, “And God blessed them and said to them what? be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.”

     So what is He calling them to do?  He is calling them to make a family because family is on His heart.  And every family on earth derives its name from the Father, from the heavenly family that God has.

     I want to look at family for just a minute. I want you to go to Genesis 19:32.  What has happened is God has destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot escaped from Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot and Mrs. Lot had only daughters.  Mrs. Lot turns back and turns into a pillar of salt. So now we just have Lot and his two daughters.  And so, they go up and stay in a cave.  In Genesis 19:32 this is what they say. “Then the first born said to the younger, ‘Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to come into us after the manner of the earth.  Come and let us make our father drink wine and let us lie with him, that we may preserve our family through our father.”’

Now listen, it was wrong what they did. These offspring become the Moabites and the Ammonites, and they become the enemies of Israel. And it was wrong thinking, but what I want you to see is there is a sense of family – it’s got to continue.  The name has to continue on.  It’s just not isolation – it is a family.  “Let us preserve our family through our father.
Go to Genesis 38 – right in the middle of the story of Joseph, you have this chapter of Genesis 38 telling about Judah.  Genesis 38:6 – “Now Judah took a wife for Er his first-born, and her name was Tamar.
v. 7 – “But Er, Judah’s first-born was evil in the sight of the LORD, and so the LORD took his life.”

v. 8 “then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife, and perform your duty as a brother-in-law to her, (here is the duty that we studied last week about the Levirate – the duty that is in Deut. 25; but it is not laid down in the law yet.  It is not laid down in the law yet, but what is there?  There is in these people the understanding of family – the understanding of carrying on.) and raise up offspring for your brother.”  

Onan knew that the offspring would not be his.  

v. 9 “And Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so it came about that when he went in to his brother’s wife, he wasted his seed on the ground, in order not to give offspring to his brother.”

Now, was this pleasing to God? No. Why?  because God has a sense of this is a woman, she has lost her husband, she has no seed, she has no child, and there is a family to continue.  And so when he goes in and wastes his seed on the ground, God says in verse 10 “But he did what was displeasing in the sight of the LORD; so He took his life also.”

So what do you see?  Family is on the heart of God.

Then Judah says, wait a minute. I have another son Shelah; he’s going to grow up and when he grows up, I will give him to you.  But he had no intention of doing that.  

He has seen two men die that were married to this daughter-in-law.  And he doesn’t want to loose a third son.  
But she has such a sense of family that one day, she knows where he is going and she dresses like a harlot. She sleeps with him, and she takes a cord, and she takes some things of his – his staff, his signet ring – and he’s going to send a goat to pay for what he just did.  So she has those.

Then word comes three months later – verse 24 “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the harlot, and behold, she is also with child by harlotry.’”  Then Judah said, ‘Bring her out and let her be burned.’”
Here she was kept isolated – denied that privilege of being a woman, yet he is going to get rid of her.  

V. 25 – “And it was while she was being brought out that she sent to her father-in-law, saying, ‘I am with child by the man to whom these things belong.”

See your signet ring?  This is your child. This is your child, Judah.

V. 26 “And Judah recognized them and said, ‘She is more righteous than I, inasmuch as I did not give here to my son Shelah.’  And he did not have relations with her again.”

She had twins in her womb.

V. 29 “But it came about as he drew back his hand, that behold, his brother came out.  Then she said, ‘What a breach you have made for yourself!’  So he was named Perez.”

Have you seen that name before?  Yes. Where did you see it? You see it in the genealogy of Jesus. Where else do you see it?  You see it in the book of Ruth.  Family is important to God.

Go to Leviticus 20:5  All of this is pertinent to you.  It is pertinent to you because every thing that you are seeing about family – is that God wants to put you in a family.  Why?  because it is not just a matter of you dying and Him taking you to heaven. It is a matter of the fact that you have to live here on earth.  And when you live here on earth, how are you going to live? Well, it depends on who your father is.  It depends on whether you have a redeemer or not.

Leviticus 20:4  “If the people of the land, however, should ever disregard that man when he gives any of his offspring to Molech, so as not to put him to death,”

In other words, if a man takes his very own child and offers it to a god as a sacrifice, puts that child in the fire to be burned, then God is against that man.  Why? because what has that man done?  He has hurt family.

Listen to what it says.   Verse 5 “then I Myself will set My face against that man and against his family; and I will cut off from among their people both him and all those who play the harlot after him, by playing the harlot after Molech.”
Why is God against that family?  Because that man has not respected family.  He has made a sacrifice of the child that God gave him to a false god, and it is displeasing to God.

Leviticus 25 – you spent a lot of time in Leviticus 25 this week, and you know this chapter.  Leviticus 25:10 I want you to see the word “family” again.  

“You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release through the land to all its inhabitants.  It shall be a jubilee for you, and each of you shall return to his own property, and each of you shall return to his family.”

In other words, you may have sold yourself as a slave, you may have gotten in debt and sold yourself as a slave. But I want you to know, that every time the Jubilee come, every time these years of redemption come, you get to go back to your family.  Why?  because I don’t want you out there alone.  I don’t want you out there isolated. I don’t want you like these little children going from one to another just looking for someone to take them in, someone who will love them, being tossed from one home to another and never having that security.  I don’t want you out there as a slave.  I want you in here as part of the family.

So what is Leviticus 25 all about?  Leviticus 25, beloved, is all about redemption.  It is all about redemption.  It is all about having a kinsman.  And you marked the word redemption, and you can see that each one of us, because we are in a family in those days, because they were in a family, then they had a kinsman.  Who was a kinsman? It was someone who was in the family.  There were kinsman and then there were real close kinsman – real close relatives.  And they were closer in the blood line. And the closest relative – here I am and here is my relative – and the closest relative (Pete do you mind standing up?) Pete is my kinsman.  So now he is my closest relative.  God wants to keep everything in the family. If I property and it gets sold because I am poor, what is my kinsman to do?  My kinsman is to buy it back because that is my land where my family is going to live.  It is even in the house.  What does that property signify? It signifies that there is a place called home. There is a place called home.  There is a place that is a shelter.  

     This is why Israel wants their land. Why? because when they are scattered among the nations, they’re not like family and they are not protected.  But when they come back and they have their own land and this is what they have sworn.  And they have sworn that “we will never give up our land again.”  They go to the top of Masada and they make a vow in the military – Masada will never fall again.

     So my kinsman is going to pay to get my land back. He is going to PAY to get my land back. If I sell myself as a slave, what is he is going to do again?  He is going to PAY in order to redeem me from slavery.

     So what is this man? If he is my kinsman, he is also my protector.  Because Numbers 35 which we are going to look at next week, means this: If anyone comes and puts me to death, what are you going to do?  I am going to avenge.  He is going to avenge my blood. It is his responsibility.  So before you come to think about coming after me, watch out. Watch out.  He  (Pete)  is a military man.  I mean he has been at the Pentagon.  He has been at West Point.  He is a military man. He knows how to defend.  So this is the one who is my protector.  Why? because I am not over here isolated, going from here to here to here, but I am part of a family.  And God intends to keep me in that family.  So that is what the kinsman redeemer is all about.  This is my kinsman redeemer.  

     Listen, he is my kinsman redeemer so much so that if you do something against me, if you steal something from me, then you have to pay me back. You have to make restitution according to the law. That is in Leviticus.  But if I am not around for you to make restitution to, do you know who you make restitution to?  To my kinsman redeemer. And if there is no kinsman, then you give it to the temple, you give it to the priest.  Otherwise that which you have stolen has to be paid back to me. If I am dead, I am so part of the family that you give it to my kinsman.

     So what I have all my life, is I have the knowledge that I am never alone.  I am part of a family, and I have a kinsman. So this is what I want you to see, and as you look at this in Leviticus, you’ve seen all of this in Leviticus 25.
Now, you saw in Deuteronomy 25, and we’ve already talked about that, that that kinsman is also responsible to see that if my husband would die, that the line of my husband would continue because family is important to God.

     Now what I want you to do, is I want you to look at some scriptures with me.  Very quickly because I just want you to see this. It is so important that you realize it, because we don’t realize it.  Many times when we witness to people, when we go to nursing homes, let’s say, and we don’t go enough. And those people are there and they are not in the home with their family.  They go to the nursing homes, and what do they do?  They say, “Let me give you the gospel so you don’t die and go to hell.”  So they walk in, they deliver the gospel in the nursing home so they don’t die and go to hell and they walk out and they never come back to see that woman that needs companionship – to see that woman who needs a birthday remembered – to see that woman that needs to maybe get out and have a ride in a car.  It is just sad. It’s sad.  And what we have to realize is the practicality of all of this.  God is interested in us in the whole of our life – in the whole of our life – in every day of our life.  

     Psalm 103:4 It is talking about “Blessed be the Lord, O my soul.” And then it comes down and it says in verse 4 “Who redeems your life from” what?  “the pit.”  He care so much about you; He doesn’t want you to live in a pit.  He doesn’t want you to live in a pit of despair so He is going to rescue you. And He is going to rescue your life.  

     Look at Psalm 107: 2 “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the” what?  “the adversary.”  The King James says, “who has redeemed from trouble.”  - from trouble.  He is there. Not just at the end of your life to see that you get to heaven, but He is there all through the days because He loves you and He cares for you.

     Jeremiah 50:34 “Their redeemer is strong.  The LORD of hosts is His name.  He will vigorously plead their case.”  Do you need God to plead your case?  Do you ever need God to plead your case in a relationship?  Do you ever need God to plead your case in a court because your wife or your husband is trying to take away your child or trying to divorce you and leave you penniless or whatever?  It says, “The redeemer is strong. The Lord of hosts is His name. He will vigorously plead your case so that He may bring rest to the earth.”  But listen – “turmoil to the inhabitants of Babylon.” He will judge Babylon for what Babylon would do His people.
     Now go to the book of Ruth.  I want us to pick up Ruth chapter 2, and I am going to draw on your memory of having read this book and mark this book.  You remember Naomi and Ruth come back.  They don’t have a family.  They just have one another.  And they only have one another by marriage.  But they are coming back to a land that is theirs – to a city by the name of Bethlehem Ephrathah that is theirs.  They are coming back, and there is land in that place, in Bethlehem that belongs to Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, and therefore belonged to Ruth’s husband, Mahlon. But neither one of them has a family.  It’s like they are at a dead end. But they come back.  And as they come back, Ruth goes out to glean in a field.  And we find out that it’s the field of Boaz.  The author lets us know who this Boaz is. Look at chapter 2:1 Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.  Now all the author wants us to know is, “Hey, watch what God is about to do. He’s about to take this woman, who is in a sense is all alone except for her mother-in-law.” (She did connect herself to her mother-in-law. She said, ‘Your people will be my people.  Your God will be my God. I am sticking myself to you. I am gluing myself to you.’  There is a need for family.)  And now she goes into this field and as she happens to happen –as she chances upon chances in the sovereignty of God, she comes into this field.  Boaz sees her and talks to her.  And what do you find him doing?  
     In verse 14 “At that mealtime, Boaz said to her, ‘Come here that you may eat of the bread and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.  So she sat beside the reapers and he served her roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some left.”

What do you see the kinsman doing for her? Providing for her – providing for her need for food.  

     In verse 15 “When she arose to glean, Boaz commanded his servants saying, ‘Let her glean even among the sheaves and do not” what?  ‘insult her.”’  What is he doing? He is not only providing, but he is protecting.  And he is protecting and providing right along.  And so what do you find out?  Why is he doing this?  Why is he doing this?

     Verse 19 “Her mother-in-law, Naomi, says to Ruth, ‘Where did you glean today?” Where did you work? “May he who took notice of you be blessed.”  So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, ‘The name of the man with whom today is Boaz.’”

Naomi goes – “Whoa!” 

“And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, ‘May he be blessed of the Lord who has not withdrawn his kindness (his hesed – his covenant kindness – because she has entered into this covenant to the living and the dead) “and Naomi said to her, ‘That man is our relative, near of kin, he is one of our closest relatives.”  He is our go-el.

     So you find the story progressing so that now Boaz wants to redeem her.  And Ruth wants to be redeemed by Boaz.  So he sits at the gate very cleverly, now listen, very cleverly, he has his strategy planned.  He wants this woman. He admires this woman.  He wants this woman. He’s got his strategy planned.  So he watches for the closest relative to come along, and then he says – you know, Naomi has to sell some land.  And you are the nearest of kin, would you like to redeem it?  Would you like to perform the act of the go-el?  
     And he says – Oh yes, that’s great.

     Boaz doesn’t tell him everything that goes with the package because he wants the package. Verse 5 Boaz say, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire what?  Ruth.”
Look at verse 6 “and the closest relative (go-el) said, ‘I cannot redeem it for myself lest I jeopardize my own inheritance.  Redeem it for yourself.  You have the right of redemption for I cannot redeem it.”

     Now listen, he could buy the land, but he didn’t want to buy the package.  He didn’t want the family that went with the land.  And here you have a glorious picture of Jesus Christ in Boaz.  The One who wants to redeem us – body, soul and spirit.  

Because what happens? If this closest relative marries Ruth or does the brother-in-law act and gives her a child, then who’s going to get the property?  Who’s going to get the property?  The brother-in-law won’t get the property if she has a son.  The son will get the property.  So what do you see here? This kinsman does not want to pay the price.  He does not want to pay the price.  Now praise God, we have a Kinsman that wants to pay the price. We have a Kinsman that longs to pay the price.  We have a Kinsman that came for the purpose of paying a price.  

     Go to Psalm 49:5 “Why should I fear in days of adversity when the iniquity of my foes surrounds me?  (Why should I fear?)  Even those who trust in their wealth and boast in the abundance of their riches, no man can by any means redeem his brother.”

The word for redeem here is not go-el. It is p-a-d-a-h.  In your homework you have seen this word. But the word padah means to redeem. But padah carries with it the idea of a ransom.  Padah carries with it the idea of exchange of one thing for another.  And as you study the Scriptures, you’re going to see that padah and ga-el are many times used interchangeably. They can be used interchangeably.  But in go-el what you have is you have the relationship of the kinsman redeemer.  You see it in Leviticus 25 – he’s going to redeem the land, he’s going to take me out of slavery, he’s going to be my blood avenger.  That’s where you see go-el. Padah is more in the idea – (go-el pays the price – there you see the payment of the price, there you see the transaction and the possession consequently.)

     Verse 7 “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him.”  And here you see kopher – a covering for him. Because listen, in redemption, we’re not studying redemption.  We’re studying kinsman redeemer.  Studying redemption would take us a whole lot longer – you study it in Romans.  But in redemption, you also have this covering. What is atonement? It is a what? It is a covering. So connected with kinsman redeemer is the covering that the kinsman redeemer provides.
     Verse 8 “For the redemption (and this is what I want you to see) of his soul is costly.  And he should cease trying forever that he should live on eternally that he should not undergo decay.”

     What is he saying? He’s saying – listen – when it comes to this, he cannot redeem my soul from death, from hell.  He cannot keep me.  He is my redeemer. He can protect me. He can provide for me.  He can take care of the land, but he is a human redeemer.  And because he is a human redeemer, he cannot redeem my soul and bring me out of death and resurrect me. He cannot do that. Why? Because the price of that redemption he can’t pay because he is a sinner.  So it has to be paid by someone else.  

     Now watch, verse 15 “But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, from the power of the grave. For He will receive me.”  (This was Job’s hope in all of his trials.  In all of his trials, Job knew that he belonged to God. He knew that God was his Redeemer.  And he knew – and speaking prophetically – that his Rredeemer would live, and He would stand upon the earth on the last day and Job would be resurrected with him. But he knew that man couldn’t do that – only God can.  Because that is one price that one man cannot pay for another because both are sinners and both have to die. 
     So verse 15 “But will redeem my soul from the power of Shoel.”  
     Now how is God going to do that?  Go to II Corinthians 8:9 I want you to reason with me through the Scriptures. When you look that this, why did not the closest kin next to Naomi want to redeem?  He didn’t want to jeopardize his inheritance.  He didn’t want to pay the price.  He did not want to pay the price.

     What did Boaz do?  Listen – Boaz was wealthy. It tells us that Boaz was a wealthy man. That wealthy man was willing to pay the price even though it meant that he ended up with less. Even though it meant that he ended up with less, he was willing to pay the price.

     II Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, for your sake (FOR YOUR SAKE) He became poor.  That you through His poverty might become what?  rich.”  In other words, Jesus was willing to pay the price, the costly price for the redemption of your soul. He was willing to leave the ivory palaces. He was willing to leave the place where He was praised night and day and hailed as the Son of God. He was willing to come down here. He was willing to be confined to the womb of a woman. He exemplified what family was all about because He grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.  And He lived in that family unit for thirty years. But God had another family in mind. (  And that family is you and it’s me - lost, out there all alone, cut off from God, cut off from man because of our sin, cut off from relationships. 
     I was cut off because of my sin. I left my husband. I had a role-model in my mother and father – a beautiful role model of family. But I didn’t have the One that was enabling me to be what I ought to be as a wife and mother.  I was cut off, and I was alone. Yet there was One who before the foundation of the world, before God ever spoke and brought the world into existence, family was on His mind.  And He knew in His sovereignty, in His omniscience, in His omnipresence, because He is God, He knew that the family that He would give birth to would sin – that they would be separated from Him. He knew that Cain would turn around and kill his brother.  So what does God do? Family is so important to God; he puts a mark on Cain.  And Cain is a what? wanderer and a vagabond in the earth. Why? because he did not honor family.

     God before the foundation of the world – He is the Lamb of God, Revelation tells us, slain before the foundation of the world because God had you and me on His mind and God wants a family. (said with conviction)  And You, You are His goal.
So what does Jesus do? He who is rich becomes poor that He so that He might have a family.
     I want you to go from there to John 12.  In John 1, Jesus becomes flesh.  We behold His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He comes to His own family, the Jews, and the Jews what? receive Him not. So what does He do?  He goes after a larger family.  He goes after a larger family, and the Jew’s rejection is what? Hallelujah – it’s our salvation because we are brought into that family.  Jew and Gentile what? in one body.  (Ephesians 3 tells us)  The mystery of the church – that we are no longer alone but we are part of the body.  

But how did that happen?  John 12:23 “And Jesus answered them saying, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly I say to you unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains by itself alone.  But if it dies, it” what? “bears much fruit.” (For God to have a family, Jesus, the corn of wheat, had to fall into the ground and he had to die.  Because the ransom of our soul is costly and man cannot redeem and you studied it.  And we cannot redeem others because we are sinners – “so a body Thou has prepared for Me.”  He becomes flesh and blood so that He, Jesus, might taste death for everyone. He is the corn of wheat that falls into the ground and dies.  

     Does He want to do it?  No. Look at verse 27 “Now My soul has become troubled. What shall I say? (I mean, He wants to do it.  But you understand the agony – the cost.)  Now My soul has become troubled.  What shall I say?  ‘Father, save Me from this hour?’  But for this purpose, I came to this hour.”  (He came to this hour as our what? our Kinsman Redeemer because the redemption of our soul is costly.)
Verse 31 “Now judgment is upon this world. Now the ruler of this world shall be cast out.  And I if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men to Myself.  And He was saying this to indicate what kind of death by which He would” what? “die.” 

     So what does God do?  God so wants a family, God so longs for a family that He raises up a Kinsman Redeemer. Jesus leaves heaven. He comes down. He becomes a man. He is tempted in all points as you and I are so that you and I as part of the family might have another family member that understands.  
     He suffers. Why? because you and I suffer.  And we need another family member that understands. He is despised and rejected of men. Why?  You and I are despised and rejected of men.  We need a family member that can understand.  Then in the fullness of time when the hour is come, God takes this Lamb, without spot or blemish, because there is no redemption with corruptible things such a silver and gold. My (earthy) kinsman redeemer cannot redeem me with silver and gold from my vain manner of life and cause me to escape death and to be raised from the dead and to live forever in the family of God. He cannot do that. But we are redeemed with the precious blood of the Lamb of God, without spot and without blemish.  
     So Jesus in the Garden wrestles – Father, if it is possible, take this cup from Me. Father, if it is possible, take this cup from Me.  3 times He says it, yet 3 times He always says what?  “Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done.”  How costly is it?  He is in such pain and in such torment and His pressure is so high that He has like little hemorrhages in the capillaries and the blood come forth on His head and it is falling to the ground in great drops of blood. The redemption of our souls is costly.  But He has to buy us back. He has to buy us back because this family is in the heart of God.  And there is no way for you and I who have sold ourselves into sin through Adam and through Eve, to ever be redeemed and be part of the family of God because the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Without holiness, no man will see God. So Jesus comes and Jesus in turn dies in our place. He is hanging on the cross. He is a bloody mess. His bowels are hanging out.  His beard has been plucked out.  He is in agony.  And He is crying out – “Eloi, Eloi, Sabachthani”  “My God, My God, why has Thou forsaken Me?”  He wanted a family so bad that He was willing to be forsaken by the Father.  The Father wanted a family so bad that He was willing to give His only begotten Son so that you and I would not perish but we would rise from the dead and we would live again.  This is what He is saying to us.  And this is the message that God has for you and for me, beloved.  So Jesus dies, and He pays the price.

     How do we know God is satisfied? God raised Him from the dead.

     What does Jesus say to you and me? I have paid the price of your redemption.  

Your Redeemer has redeemed your soul from death, from the grave. You shall live again. And where are you going to live, beloved? You are going to live forever and ever in God’s house in the new heaven and the earth.  This is our redemption.  This is what He has wrought for us.
     Now let me take you very quickly to Romans 8, and I just want you to see Romans 8 because in Romans 8 – in Romans 5, 6, 7, and 8 – God lays out, and when you study Romans, you’re going to see this awesome doctrine of redemption.  In Romans 8:29 – what is he doing?  “For whom He foreknew (that’s you and me) He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.”  See, when you are in the right family, you look like your family. You look like your family, don’t you?  So God made us in His image. That image was destroyed. God pays the price of redemption. Now He wants us to become conformed to the image of His Son that He.. listen… that Jesus might be the what? the first born.  When you study about the redemption of the first born - it’s all there in the Scriptures.  The first born belong to God. Jesus is the first born among the many – what does it say? Among many brethren.

Let me read it to you. “That He might be the first-born among many what? brothers.  Brothers.  We are part of a what?  family.  And He was willing to pay the cost of our redemption.

     Go back to Romans 8:15 and let’s wrap it up on family. Let’s start at verse 14.

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the what? son of God.  Do you see family again? Family.  It’s just not – Oh, you’re just part of the church.  It’s not just – Oh, you’re just part of the number.  Oh, you’re the number that is going to heaven – count off. (claps her hands 3 times rapidly) Or you’re the part that’s going to hell, count off (claps her hands again) NO, no. Heaven is home.  Heaven is family. Heaven is home, and heaven is family because you become a son of God.

    Verse 15 “You have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again because you have received a spirit of what? adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.”

     I will never forget, I was in a park in Israel close to our apartment that also serves as our office.  And I heard this (like a child crying), “Abba, Abba.” And I looked to see a father in the park with his little cerebral palsy girl, crying “Abba, Abba.” And I thought, “God, oh, God, what a picture.”  I am like your little cerebral palsy child. I so desperately need You to take care of me.  And you could tell that this Abba loved his daughter so much.
     “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are what? children of God.”

     Verse 17 “And if we are children what? heirs also.  You see it in Ruth also. Heirs of God, fellow heirs with Christ.  We are joint heirs with Christ because He paid the price.  Because God wanted a family. “Fellow heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may be what? glorified with Him.  For I consider (listen carefully) that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is going to be revealed to us and in us when finally when all the family of God is at home in the new heaven and the earth and in the new Jerusalem.” What a day.  What a day.

Let’s pray. Seal these things in our hearts. Let them bear fruit in our lives.  And Father let it bring forth a harvest of love and care – being Your arms, Your lips, Your hands, and Your pocketbook – because that whole scripture about Jesus being rich and becoming poor for our sake is in the chapters on giving – on giving because we see needs.  Oh, Father, let us be like that. Let us be like that.  Let us meet needs. Let us be sensitive to others.  Lord, I have missed out on so much – so many opportunities to do that. I don’t want to miss out on it. I want to find out how to balance everything that I do so that I can love for You and let people know that they’re part of Your family – that they’re accepted in the Beloved. Help us to do this. In Your name we pray, Amen.   
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